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City Attorney Cuts Secret Deal With Home Depot

Neighborhood Councils Up in Arms

By Katharine Russ

While those in power might debunk the words “secret
meeting” surrounding Home Depot’s Stipulation
Agreement signed by the City Attorney, Rocky Del-
gadillo, one would be hard pressed to find a single
Neighborhood Council who knew about the agreement
before it was signed.

According to a press release issued by Home Depot,
The Home Depot will apply for a new discretionary per-
mit for the Sunland-Tujunga store they want to open,
specifically applying for a ‘project permit compliance
review’ in March 2008. The application will include in-
terior remodeling work, which was approved previously
in the permit currently subject to litigation, and minor
exterior improvements.

In the stipulation, the City agreed to expeditiously
process The Home Depot’s permit application, with a
maximum processing time not to exceed five months,
and will follow its customary practices for determining
the appropriate level of environmental review.

The litigation would be dismissed if the store is ap-
proved and would resume if the store is not approved.

Joe Barrett, President of Sunland-Tujunga Alliance
(STA) said, “No one was given advance notification that
this deal was in the works - not the STNC, the STA, or
even Councilmember Greuel, according to her office. No
input was sought from the very community this deal
would affect, and this agreement was reached between
the City Attorney and Home Depot behind closed doors.”

Over a hundred angry residents and business own-
ers attended a Town Hall Meeting on March 15. Many
people felt the secret deal was “another slap in the face”

Sunland-Tujunga Town Hall Meeting, March 15, 2008

to the community and were shocked when the City At-
torney, Tayo Papoola, who is handling the Home Depot
case, referred to the community of Sunland-Tujunga as
a “Special Interest Group.”

In a letter to Neighborhood Councils and residents,
Cindy Cleghorn, President of the Sunland-Tujunga
Neighborhood Council, reminded all that, “In 1999,
voters in the City of Los Angeles approved a charter re-
form measure that included a provision requiring the
creation of a citywide system of neighborhood coun-
cils.” Cleghorn further remarked, “The STNC, as al-
ways, expects the City to follow our laws and
procedures thoroughly. A Home Depot at the former K-
Mart site is a critical issue for our Sunland-Tujunga
community which will impact us for many years. We
expect to participate in every aspect of this process, and
it should be open and transparent.”

Over four thousand members of the community
fought to keep Home Depot out of Sunland-Tujunga cit-
ing dozens of negative impacts to the community, when
the City Council voted to declare the Home Depot a
“project subject to Environmental Review.”

“We're extremely dismayed that the City Attorney
made this agreement with Home Depot without includ-
ing those of us who are affected by the deal. The con-
tinuing threat of a lawsuit does not create an
environment of resolution or show good faith on the part
of Home Depot. We will continue to demonstrate how
inappropriate this store is for the Sunland-Tujunga
Community, and make certain this Project receives a

Continued on page 5

Palmer’s Mini-City Bites the Dust

By Katharine Russ

In a stunning turn of events, the Los Angeles City
Council voted 10 - 5 to halt the Las Lomas project,
to stop the land annexation into the City of Los An-
geles, and to reject the Supplemental Fee Agree-
ment proposed by Councilman Richard Alarcon.
Other defenders of the Las Lomas project included
Councilmembers Ed Reyes, Jose Huizar, Herb
Wesson and Bernard C. Parks.

Councilman Greig Smith said, “The Las Lomas
project was too big, too dense, and couldn’t be
planned in a worse place. It would have a devas-

Greig Smith presents opposition to Las Lomas
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tating effect on traffic, the environment and would
unacceptably strain our water, infrastructure and
public safety resources.” The huge coalition of op-
ponents to Las Lomas who came together to say no
to this project have our gratitude and praise for
stepping up to the plate to defend our community.”
During a telephone conversation with Coun-
cilmember Richard Alarcon, who presented the
motion for the agreement that would have required
Palmer pay for the study to be completed by the
Planning Department, said he presented the motion
in order to assure that the city received payment for
their time. During the Council Hearing, he said he
was not in favor of the project as it stands today,
but we should let the city complete the EIR, and
then if they still don’t want it, just vote no.
Hundreds of residents, members of Neighbor-
hood Councils, Officials from, the City of Santa
Clarita, Los Angeles County and City, along with
Community Organizations voiced opposition for
Las Lomas citing water shortages, pollution, and
threats to the Wildlife Corridor. Noted Professors
reviewed several active faults in the area, the San
Gabriel Fault, the Placerita Fault, the Beacon Fault
and the Whitney Fault and called it “the most seis-
mically active area in the nation”. Traffic studies
revealed the potential for over 70,000 additional
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car trips to already congested roadways and noted
two major earthquakes in recent history that col-
lapsed freeways.

Kim Thompson, former Chairperson of the
Granada Hills North Neighborhood Council and
member member of the “Stop Las Lomas” com-
mittee, attended the City Council meeting and re-
marked, “Councilman Smith did a phenomenal job
and having a broad coalition of non-partisan elected
officials, other cities, community and homeowner
groups, neighborhood councils, environmental or-
ganizations and Chambers of Commerce certainly
helped him. There were far too many negatives and
absolutely no positives. Las Lomas is urban sprawl
and is not aligned with the Mayor's vision of smart
growth. It’s refreshing that the City of Los Angeles
may now change the way it does business because
of this proposed project.” He questioned why
would we vote for the fee agreement when we don’t
want or need that project.

What happens next is up to Dan Palmer, who
isn’t talking and efforts to reach Carlyle Hall, Attor-
ney for Las Lomas, for comment was not successful.
Nick Velasquez. Director of Communications for
City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, said, “Decisions
about litigation are really in their hands. We stand
ready to defend the City in any case.”

VOTE - Neighborhood Council
Elections on April 5th
- see back cover ad
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Appropriation of funds Questioned

By Katharine Russ

At the March 20, 2008 Foothill Trails District Neighbor-
hood Council (FTDNC) meeting, the Neighborhood
Council weighed in on the appropriation of $100,000 in
funds by Council District Seven (CD7) Councilmember
Richard Alarcon. The monies from the Hansen Dam En-
vironmental Awareness Center Fund are now being ear-
marked by Alarcon to underwrite the relocation of a Truck
Driver Training program from Long Beach to Lopez
Canyon landfill in Lake View Terrace, where the funds
originated as community mitigation money in the 1990s.

According to Alarcon during a speech at a luncheon
at Mission College last week, sponsored by the Sylmar
Chamber of Commerce, 25 per cent of the students en-
rolled in the program would be required to be residents of
Council District 7.

Bart Paul, local resident and Board Member of the
Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council (FTDNC)
said, “Most of the stakeholders and board members were
quite supportive of a Truck Driver Training Program. But
many were surprised that the decision had already been
made to designate four acres of the former landfill for this
purpose without informing the Neighborhood Council
within whose boundaries Lopez Canyon sits, or that this
was even under consideration.”

Several community members say they have not re-
ceived answers to their questions about the program,
questions such as how applicants will be qualified, will a
valid California Drivers License be required, will out of
state license holders be eligible, and will U.S. citizenship
be required. Some also point out that since the business
is moving from Long Beach to Lopez Canyon, it is not a
new program. Therefore, why should that company be
qualified to receive local community special funds, par-
ticularly since only 25 percent of their students will be
coming from District 7 and the fact that the funds were
originally destined for the community immediately ad-
jacent to the landfill, an area that includes all of Lake
View Terrace, parts of CD 2 and Los Angeles County,
while only a portion of CD 7 falls within that area.

The basis of the discussion about using these funds
for the Truck Driver Training Program lies in the Fund’s
use which is specified in the City Administrative Code.
Sec. 5.332.3. Hansen Dam Environmental Awareness
Center Fund states: (b) The purpose of the Fund shall be
to receive 50% of the City’s share of the revenue from
the sale of electricity generated under the Lopez Canyon
landfill gas lease and 50% of the revenue from the sale of

the Lopez Canyon landfill gas collection system, and to
make expenditures to finance the operation of the Hansen
Dam Environmental Awareness Center and the con-
struction and programming at the Lakeview (sic) Terrace
Branch library.

About the Community Impact Statement vote, Paul
further remarked, “John De La Rosa, Representative for
CD7, informed the meeting that the wording "Hansen
Dam Environmental Awareness Center Fund" was no
longer operable; that the fund was a discretionary fund
wholly controlled by CD7; that some sort of Environ-
mental Awareness Center would be built at some future
time within the Children's Museum thus satisfying the
community's desires; and that the $100,000 would be
spent on the truck driving training.” Mary Ann Geyer, a
FTDNC Board member, also asked De La Rosa how the
truck driver training program could qualify as acceptable
use under the current administrative code. When De La
Rosa did not give a clear answer, the FTDNC passed a
motion to issue a Community Impact Statement saying
the funds in the account that they currently reside are
clearly for Hansen Dam Environmental Awareness per
the City Administrative Code.

In response, De La Rosa warned the Board, “Don’t
make this an issue that sets one community against an-
other. The Councilman has full discretion over these
funds. Anyone can bring projects to the Committee, but
it does not have the last word, the Councilmember does.”

The Committee in question is a quasi-formal over-
sight committee that meets at the discretion of the Coun-
cilmember. De La Rosa indicated that the members of
the committee included Phyllis Hines, who was present
in the neighborhood council audience, but neglected to
mention FTDNC Board Member Billy Hays who was
appointed to the Committee by Alarcon last month. Ac-
cording to a press release by Alarcon, the committee was
formed to prioritize community projects and widen the
area served to Pacoima, Sylmar and Lake View Terrace.
Alarcon re-appointed community member Phyllis Hines,
who also sat on the original advisory board and the Land-
fill Advisory Committee that meets quarterly but appar-
ently has no connection with the funds. In the past few
months, the Lake View Terrace Improvement Associa-
tion and the Projecto del Barrio, non-profit organizations,
have also presented projects to the committee in hopes
of getting a piece of that $1,000,000. The FTDNC Board
raised questions as to the transparency of this process
since this committee’s meetings aren’t well publicized,
the committee doesn’t have a clear mission statement,

operating procedure, or stated criteria for project selec-
tion, and doesn’t publish minutes.

The Hansen Dam Environmental Awareness fund is
an offshoot of the Lopez Canyon Landfill Amenities
Fund. Originally, the Lopez Amenities Fund was a $6
million dollar mitigation fee paid to the City of Los An-
geles to benefit the local community whose neighbor-
hoods were impacted by the landfill operation,
neighborhoods within a five mile radius of the site. CD7
Councilmember Richard Alarcon set up the first Ameni-
ties Fund and a handpicked Advisory Committee to rec-
ommend projects from which the community would
benefit. When Alarcon was elected State Senator, the
fund administration passed to the next Council Repre-
sentative, Alex Padilla.

During Padilla’s tenure, the $6 Million was spent
along with all the fees from another fund, “Cambria En-
ergy”’, which transferred 50% of its income from methane
energy generation into the now infamous Hansen Dam
Environmental Awareness Center Fund whose specifics
were clearly codified in the Los Angeles City Adminis-
trative Code.

Upon Alarcon’s return to City Council, the original
$6 million fund had been spent and the Environmental
Awareness Center Fund was slated by Padilla to be given
to the Los Angeles Children’s Museum — a non-profit
corporation not owned by the City of Los Angeles but by
private entities — to build their project. Land purchased
by the same fund had already been handed over to the
Children’s Museum corporation for the project. At the
11th hour, Alarcon, with pressure from the FTDNC,
stepped in last year to retrieve the $2 million over three
years from the Children’s Museum project, pointing out
that the Museum was always intended to be built by pri-
vate donations, not public money.

CD7 asserts 100% discretionary control of the re-
trieved funds and this appears to be fact based on money
allotted to the Children’s Museum, however the speci-
ficity of the City Administrative Code on the use of the
funds raises the question. Clearly the community for
whom the funds were intended had a specific plan for the
Hansen Dam Environmental Awareness Center funds — to
build a branch library, which has been completed, and to
build an environmental awareness center which has not
happened. Alarcon asserts that such a center within the
Children’s Museum — a non-profit foundation external to
the City that charges City residents admission fees — sat-
isfies the second desire. On this, the community today
isn’t so sure.
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St. Patricks Day

The Sunland-Tujunga Elks Lodge knows how
to celebrate St. Patricks Day. Chef Earl

Brouchard, PDDGER , prepared a scrumptious
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner for their
community’s celebration on Friday, March 15.
The diners then danced their feet off to the live
music of “Working Stifts”
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City Graduates 31 Crisis Response
Team Volunteers

$20,000 Grant Provided by
The Allstate Foundation

Mission Hills —Thirty-one new
Crisis Response Team (CRT)
members were honored during
their graduation ceremony at the
LAPD Mission Station in Mis-
sion Hills on Thursday, March
13. Their class training was sup-
ported by a $20,000 grant from
The Allstate Foundation, which
was made possible by the All
State Corporation. Their gift
was very timely and special due
to the city’s necessary budget
cuts this year.

Each team member received
48 hours of extensive training over an eight-week period. The new CRT graduates are now prepared to hit the streets
at a moment’s notice to attend to individuals and families who may be traumatized during emergencies. Crises can
take the form of fires, shootings, major accidents, and other catastrophes that often result in significant loss or deaths.

The CRT, a program of the Mayor’s Office of Homeland Security and Public Safety, is the largest all-volunteer
crisis intervention system in the nation. The Los Angeles Police and Fire Departments have called upon the team
nearly 6,000 times since its founding in 1998. Representatives from departments as well as their family members and
friends were on hand to congratulate the volunteers as they received their certificates in a room filled to capacity.

For further information regarding this program, you can contact Jim.Klapthon@ Allstate.com and/or Jef-
frey.Zimerman @]acity.org.

Olde Towne Reveals Renovation Plan

By Elaine Brown

You can sense the excitement and satisfaction up and
down the Historic Commerce Avenue district in Tu-
junga, as the first project to restore their local business
area begins. Holes are being dug for the seventeen old-
fashioned streetlights, which are being spaced over both
sides of the two block business district between existing
streetlights.

Commerce Owners and Business Restoration Asso-
ciation, Inc, (COBRA), is the organization formed nearly
three years ago to bring business and property owners,
located in historic Commerce Avenue, together in order
to move forward with their desire to improve their old-
town business district.

COBRA's efforts to secure the lights came about
after their property and business owners voted over-
whelmingly to pay increased monthly rates for electric-
ity. Councilmember Wendy Greuel, District 2, worked
closely with COBRA to bring this project to fruition.

Editors Note: Elaine Brown is President of COBRA

Supervisor Yaroslavsky Attends
Little League Opening Day

The month of March signifies the opening day of
Little League competition. Supervisor Yaroslavsky
(right) attended opening ceremonies of the East Val-
ley Little League in Sun Valley, and paid tribute to
real-life baseball heroes to San Fernando Valley kids:
Tony Servera (center), “founding father” of the East
Valley Little League, originally known as "Sun Val-
ley Baseball Little League" the 1960's; and Frank
Miceli (right), whose dedicated efforts and commit-
ment to his community’s kids helped revive the Lit-
tle League team in 2004, and was responsible for
rehabilitating the existing ball fields and building sup-
port to construct two new ones.

A S;pecial Service

for Seniors

Clara Espinosa assist Ms Gladys Mullins in boarding the ABD Sen-
ior Transportation Van for the trip home.

By Maurice Pichon

The Alicia Broadous-Duncan Multipurpose Senior Cen-
ter in Pacoima is in its thirty-sixth year of service. The
center serves our Senior population in Arleta, Lake
View Terrace, Mission Hills, Pacoima, Sunland-Tu-
junga, Sylmar, parts of Sun Valley and San Fernando.
The Center, sponsored by the Valley Interfaith Council,
in conjunction with the Los Angeles Department of
Aging, opened in 1971.

Our Seniors have the opportunity to receive nutritious
meals, exercise, recreation and stimulating socialization.
They are able to interact in supervised small groups with
others who share similar experiences and interests. De-
pending on personal preferences, they also have a choice
of dancing, singing, arts, crafts and interacting with oth-
ers while working on joint creative projects.

Our Seniors are provided with a safe, secure envi-
ronment at the Multipurpose Center because manage-
ment monitors their staff to ensure compliance with all
existing State and National standards and guidelines
governing Adult Day Care Centers.

An added benefit of the Day Care Center is that fam-
ily members, who provide care for a Senior in their
home, can receive respite. Their family members de-
serve a break from the 24/7 requirements of some Sen-
iors. The caregivers of a Senior in the home, not only
take care of their Senior's daily needs but also must still
support their family's normal requirements.

The center also provides curb to curb transportation
for their more frail members, 65 years and older.
Arrangements must be made in advance before the day
of need. Call (818) 834-6100, for more information.

The Alicia Broadous-Duncan Multi-Purpose Senior
Center is located at 11300 Glenoaks Blvd., Pacoima,
and is open from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday thru Fri-
day. For general information, call: (818) 834-6100,

S-T Chamber and
Elks Casino Night

AE

Sunland-Tujunga Chamber of Commerce and Elks
Lodge #2098 joined together for a night of fun, food
and games at their Annual Casino Night held at the
Lodge on Saturday, February 23. They had a tremen-
dous amount of prizes plus a silent auction Nobody

went home hungry or empty handed.



NORTH VALLEY REPORTER

April 2008

Preserving

== Councilmember
Wendy Greuel

In an effort to pro-
mote sensible land-
use policy, I
introduced an initia-
tive last month that
will limit develop-
ment on sub-divided
lots in Los Angeles.
This measure will
reduce the number
of homes built on
small parcels and protect the character of our neigh-
borhoods across the Valley.

All too often, we see single family homes torn down
and individual houses built on multiple sub-standard lots.
Currently, the City is often unable to prohibit this kind of
building because the out-of-date lot lines were grandfa-
thered into planning codes. Parcels created prior to
1946, when the City adopted its zoning code, are exempt
from the new codes that standardize lot size across the
City. As Los Angeles land prices have soared, land spec-
ulators have been scouting single family homes built
over multiple legal sub-standard lots. We are now look-
ing at ways to merge lots that were previously subdi-
vided, but have been used as single lots for decades.

I will continue to push policies that allow density
where the infrastructure exists, but promote preservation
in single family neighborhoods. In the past several

our+Neighborhoodé |

months we successfully secured an ordinance to limit
development along hillsides and we drafted a citywide
anti-mansionization ordinance. Preventing development
on sub-standard lots is a critical next step in our work to
promote sound land use.

In a separate effort to support our historically
equestrian communities, [ have created a Horse Ad-
visory Taskforce to direct equestrian-friendly pol-
icy for the City.

Several months ago, a local business, which had
processed horse manure for LA stables and horse
owners, moved out of the City. With the departure of
this critical business, waste-processing rates skyrock-
eted. The City Council adopted an emergency meas-
ure to process 300 tons of horse manure at a local
recycling plant; however, the situation highlighted a
need for a more comprehensive and coherent eques-
trian policy in Los Angeles.

Our Horse Advisory Taskforce will provide proac-
tive counsel on issues of zoning, trails, open-space
preservation and manure processing. Further, we will
push for horse owners to register their horses. We must
accurately document the size of the equestrian commu-
nity to successfully advocate for equestrian needs.

Los Angeles is a unique city because we allow for
equestrian communities, hiking trails and single family
neighborhoods amid dense urban development. We must
balance the needs of these two communities by promot-
ing sound policy.

Sun Valley Honors

By Mike O’Gara

Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council (SVANC) and
Sun Valley American Legion Post 520 hosted a Police
and Firefighter Appreciation Breakfast on Saturday,
February 16.

They united to serve a very substantial breakfast
at the Legion Hall to the police and firefighters who
serve their area.

The following distinguished guests in attendance
were: Councilmembers Tony Cardenas, District 6 and
Wendy Greuel, District 2, Captain Joseph Currerri ,
Commanding Officer of the LAPD Foothill Division,
Field Representative Luis Sanchez from the Mayor’s of-
fice, and the ROTC color guard from John H. Francis
Polytechnic High School. The more then 100 also in-
cluded, Police Officers, Fire Fighters, members of the
SVANC, American Legion and neighbors.

A special thank you goes to the following: Rory O.
who arranged for attendance of the ROTC, which was a
high light of the event, Boy Scout Troop 210 and their
parents for their participation, and help from the Kitchen
group under the guidance of Commander Al Barba, Dee

Police and Firemen

B., Ken O., Mark H., Rueben E., Patrick H., John T,
Debbie K., Jerry J., Harold D., and Julie Roddy.

This was a special and lasting thanks to all our Po-
lice, Fire Fighters and everyone wearing a uniform, who
sacrifice for us every day.

Sun Valley Area
Neighborhood Council

By Tina Cameron
Corresponding Secretary

The Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council
(SVANC) will be holding elections on April 5, 2008
at John H. Francis Polytechnic High School Audito-
rium, 12431 Roscoe Blvd., Polls are open from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm.

Anyonel8 years of age or older, who lives, works,
owns property, or is a member of an organization
within the boundaries of SVANC, is considered a
stakeholder and eligible to vote. You will only need to
affirm your SVANC stakeholder status. There will not
be vote by mail or write-ins for this election.

Care Ministries, Sun Valley’s own community
college, is moving forward with their Master Plan,
on properties located at 9000 Sunland Blvd, be-
tween Penrose and La Tuna Canyon. The Master
Plan, in the works since 2004, combines lots to cre-
ate retail space, classrooms, parking lots, and a
community center. Parking and gridlock traffic were
the major obstacles voiced by La Tuna Canyon
Homeowners, Sun Valley Area Neighborhood
Council, American Legion and area residents, about
Care Ministries’ expansion. Care’s application in-
cludes a $100,000+ payment to the City for traffic
control and signal synchronization. Mary Benson,
representing the Sun Valley Area Neighborhood
Council voted to approve the project with condi-
tions for landscaping, set back and Mission style ar-
chitecture. “We want to respect the American
Legion Post and not have this project overwhelm
it.” Benson continued, “One thing we could ask is
to have the Department of Transportation to do a
traffic count on Sunland Blvd and Glenoaks. We al-
ready have gridlock at peak hours, and the last thing
we want is beautiful new retail no one can get to be-
cause it’s surrounded by semi-trucks and trailers
parked on the street.”

A representative from the Sun Valley Library
asked for assistance from the SVANC after the library
was broken into. 900 DVD’s were stolen, and com-
puter monitors vandalized. The SVANC donated
$5,000 towards replacement of the materials and
computer equipment. Anyone with information about
the break-in please contact LAPD Foothill Division
at 818-756-8866.

Sidewalk Astronomers have organized the Hansen
Dam Star Party at the Hansen Dam Aquatic Center
the first was on March 21st and the next one will be
April 11th 7:30-9:30pm. Telescopes will be available
for viewing. There will be a class on learning to make
your own telescope and a lecture presented by World
Renowned Astronomer, Bob Alborzian. Use the
Dronefield Entrance to the park off Osborne St. For
further information, call 818-841-0548 or visit
www.sidewalkastronomers.us.

Discounts:
Loyal Customer
Senior Discounts
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Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council

moted to Sergeant.

This week the City Planner for our area, Katherine Peterson, held the
first of many small group meetings regarding our Community Plan Up-
If you have not
signed up to participate in
one of these sessions, I
strongly encourage you to
do so. It was very interest-
ing to voice ideas about issues, improvements, ideas and key sites
in our community to protect and preserve. For more info, visit the
STNC web site.

The Neighborhood Council Stakeholder Assessment Survey is
currently being held. Please pick up a copy, fill it out and send it in
to the STNC office. We have a June deadline to turn them in.

Next DAC meeting will feature a "walkabout Field Trip" on
Commerce Avenue. If you'd like to join us, please call the STNC
office to RSVP at 818-951-7411.

date.

Cindy Cleghorn, STNC President

We have 28 candidates running for 21 seats on the STNC board. Election day is
April 5th but if you want an opportunity to get to know the candidates, please at-
tend the next Candidate Forum on Thursday, April 3 at 7 p.m. See the last page of
this issue of the North Valley Reporter for Election Day info. All three neighbor-
hood councils will hold elections the same day. Get out the Vote! Preliminary Elec-
tion results will be announced at the April 7 STNC meeting.

At the last STNC meeting Sergeant
Costi returned for a visit. He was in-
juried almost a year ago but is now back
to work. He spoke for a few minutes
about what happened and also about his
future at LAPD to which he was pro-

Sergeant Costi

YMCA - New Executive Director, John Loussariarian presented Youth Programs

Continued from cover - Home Depot

full Environmental Impact Report (EIR),” said Abby
Diamond, Secretary, Sunland-Tujunga Alliance, Inc.

The City Attorney will initiate a mediation program
to facilitate dialogue between Home Depot and the Sun-
land-Tujunga residents, which is being referred to as a
“Community Stakeholder Committee”, but no one
knows who will be on this committee and several ques-
tion why Home Depot feels that the City Attorney must
facilitate these meetings. Both Barrett and Cleghorn have
expressed apprehension regarding how these stakehold-
ers will be selected.

City Attorney, Rocky Delgadillo, and Director of
Planning, Dale Thrush, did not respond to questions

asked relative to the Stipulation Agreement. Michael
Higby, owner of the prominent Los Angeles blog, Mayor
Sam’s Sister City--Home of Los Angeles Politics, threw
in some parting thoughts, “Lip service to the commu-
nity's concerns is about all citizens got from their local
politicians. It appears that Home Depot has given our
elected officials at least 10,000 reasons ($2000 to Rock-
tard alone) to put the store in Sunland-Tujunga. Attor-
neys from Home Depot's law firm, Latham and Watkins,
have given Delgadillo nearly $23,000, according to City
records. City Council Member Wendy Greuel, who rep-
resents the area, has made noise that she's opposed to the
store in Sunland-Tujunga.

Moogre Bros. & Sons & DAUGHTERS

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
One CALL does it ALL » Get MOORE for your MONEY

REMODELING CONSTRUCTION
* Kitchens * Bathrooms * Experts in all types of roofing
¢ Custom Tile * Flooring ¢ Additions * Decks
¢ Cabinets * Counter Tops * Fencing * Patios
* Windows * Doors ¢ Electrical * Gutters
STEEL BUILDINGS PAINTING/PLUMBING
“ * Houses/Barns * Interior * Repairs / Leaks
& * Riding Arenas * Dry Wall * Copper RePipe
Authorized  * Storage/Garage * Exterior * Main Lines women and children shelters.
Independant Dealer ® Churches/Offices ¢ Stucco * Sprinklers

Family Owned and Opperated O
Over 37 Years of Experience
Quality Workmanship

United Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award
California State Assembly Certificate of Recognition for Community Service
Senate Certificat of Recognition for Community Service - Adam Shiff

(818) 352-3271 (888) 874-8557
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Foothill Communities
Select New Poet
Laureate

By Marlene Hitt

It’s time announce the new Poet Laureate of Shadow
Hills, and Sunland-Tujunga. The Poetry and Litera-
ture Committee has finalized the results of its search
and has chosen a young man whom we consider to be
a good representative of our community. Though the
other seven applicants are as capable, only one could
be chosen. However, if any person or group in the
community is in need of a program or reading, please
call a member of the committee and we can reach any
of several poets.

However, the elected and selected is a young
man who has been in Sunland for a shorter time
than most. On one of his poems he describes the
Watermelon Festival by saying, “Eating watermelon
in a watermelon eating contest is something you
should do at least once before you die.” Then he
ends with the words, “I got 2nd in my heat, a Ma-
rine who I’m pretty sure was part vacuum won the
whole thing... it was okay though, I lost out on a
medal, but I gained a community.”

This young man comes to us with previous experi-
ence in the world of poets. He was featured in readings
at The National Poetry Month Reading Bliss Art House
Café in Hollywood, CA, “Living Room Poetry”, in
Canoga Park, Monday Night Poetry, Pasadena Public
Library, the Cobalt Café, Canoga Park, and Corners of
the Mouth Linnea’s Café San Luis Obispo, CA. In ad-
dition to the readings in which he was featured, he has
read poetry in over 30 open readings.

Our new PL was a competitor in a collegiate
forensic (speech) team all four years of college and
was a four-time national qualifier in poetry inter-
pretation, as well as the 1999 Nebraska Collegiate
State Champion in poetry interpretation. In publica-
tion experience, he has been published in many pres-
tigious anthologies, magazines and journals. He has
written two books.

With his exciting presentations, this new Poet Lau-
reate will represent us well, not only here in town but
throughout California as well.

Please come to meet our newest ambassador at the
Passing of the Laurels Ceremony to be held at Mc-
Groarty Art Center on April 13, at 4:00 pm.

(Editors note: Mrs. Hitt is a former Poet Laureate)

Miss Teenage California Hopeful

Jennifer Lee will be representing her hometown of Sun-
‘ land —Tujunga in the Miss Teenage California 2008
Scholarship Program.

Jennifer, a 19 years old second-year college student attends
the University of California, Riverside. Her double major is in
Political Science and Business Economics, and she carries a re-
spectable GPA. She is a leader in Phi Alpha Delta: Pre-Law
Fraternity, a member of the Chinese Student Association, As-
sociated Students of UCR and Circle K.

She is also actively involved in campus programs such
as CalPerg. She serves her host community by participating
in community beautification events, organizing various do-
nation drives, and providing after school tutoring for local students. She mentors
a child who has a deceased parent, and also creates care packages for battered

Her several honorary awards include a Presidential Scholarship and the Miss
Teenage California: Citizenship Award. Jennifer’s goal is to become an attorney and
starting a law firm that specializes in human rights. Her ambition includes creating a
foundation that high lights the importance of education and provides free tutoring and
assistance to those who cannot afford it. Her Instructors, peers, and friends speak
highly of her not only because of her desire to achieve, but also because of her strong
ethics and winning personality.

If you would like to help sponsor Ms Lee’s campaign to win the scholarship program,
contact her at: jenniferlee88 @gmail.org
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Wednesday, March 26

Foothill Optimist
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

Panarama City NC
Knob Hill Bank. Center
8229 Van Nuys, VN
5:30 pm 785-9355

San Fernando Pioneer
Memorial Cemetery
Foothill & Bledsoe, Syl
9 am - 12 pm 365-5860

STNC Executive
Committee NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
Tpm 951-7411

Thursday, March 2

S-T Lions
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
6:30 pm

Panarama City NC
Gen. Meeting
Mission Community Hospital
14860 Rosco Blvd, PC
6:30 pm 785-9355

Sylmar NC General Meet.
Hubbard Street School
13325 Hubbard St., Syl
6:30pm7pm

STNC Budget Com. Meeting
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill S-T
7 pm 951-7411

Community Plan Meeting
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
7-9pm

Saturday, March 29

Election Day
Mission Hills NC
San Jose Elem. School
14928 Clymer, MH
12—-4 pm

ST Elks Lodge #2098
10137 Commerce Ave
$20 at door 8 am-12 pm
818-563-1962

STNC Candidate Mixer
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill S-t
Ilam-1pm 951-7411

Retiring of USA Flags
American Legion
602 Pico, San Fern.
9:30 am
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Sunday, March 30 Thursday, April 3 Sunday, April 6
Bolton Hall Museum STNC Candidate Forum Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Sports Appeal” NV City Hall Presents “Sports Appeal”

10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, March 31

Granada Hills North Gen
Meet.
Van Gogh Elementary School
17160 Van Gogh, GH
6:30 pm

Tuesday, April 1

April Fools Day
Crime Free Seminar for
Multi-Unit Mgrs/Owner
LAPD Foothill Div
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
6 — 8 pm 756-8866

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Sports Appeal”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-342

Community Plan Meeting
Fenton Ave. School
11828 Gain St. LVT
7-9 pm

Wednesday, April 2

Foothill Optimist
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

7747 Foothill, S-T
7-8 pm 951-7411

Elks Lodge #2098
11037 Commerce, S-T
6:30 pm 352-2098

Sylmar Women’s Club
Odyssey Restaurant
15600 Odyssey Dr. M.H.
11:30 am 833-8033

Panorama City NC
Land Use Comm
Mission Community Hospital
14860 Roscoe, PC
6:30 pm 785-9355

Kagel Canyon Civic Assoc
Dexter Park
7 pm

S-T Art Assoc.Meet
Guest Artist
Sunland Senior Center
8640 Fenwick, S-T
call 352-2484

Friday, April 4

*Adult Bookstore *

Public Hearing, Baude Center
6262 Van Nuys, VN
9:30

April 5§ - May 18

Renaissance Pleasure Fair
Santa Fe Dam Recreastion
Area

15501 E. Arrow Hwy, Irwin-

dale

10 am — 7 pm

Saturday, April 5

STNC Election
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
10am-4pm 951-7411

Neighborhood Prepardness
Ambassador Program
Sunland Rec. Center
8701 Foothill, S-T
9 am - 1 pm 213-473-9921

10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Citrus Sunday
LAFD Station 18
12050 Balboa, GH
9 ma

Monday, April 7

STNC-DAC (Land Use)
Field Trip & Walkabout
on Commerce Ave
Meet at 10024 Commerce
6:30 p.m. 951-7411

Relay for Life Meeting
13515 _ Hubbard, Syl
6:30-7:30 pm 521-7252

Tuesday, April 8

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Sports Appeal”
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Sun Valley NC, Re:
Tujunga/Hansen Spread
Ground

Villa Scalabrini Ret. Center

10631 Vinedale, SV

6:30 pm

Wednesday, April 9

Foothill Optimist
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

Thursday, April 10

Foothill Div.Community Police
Advisory Board (CPAB)
Villa Scallabrini, SV
6 pm 756-8866

NEXTSTEP

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

speciaw
$500 DISCOUNT

Child Advocacy
Behavior Management
Academic Counseling

Behavior Therapy

PAUL ARMBRUSTER

Former Public School Administrator

818.425.9172
next.step.1@hotmail.com

kitchen@babaian.com

FREE
ESTIMATE

818-4U37-2477

JIM SUMMERS

3 Realtor, CIPS
Tujunga

Serving Granada Hills and beyondO

(818) 321-6259

Office (818) 361-4300
Fax (818) 361-4311
Cell (818) 207-5365
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Hansen Dam Star Party
11770 Osborurne, Pac
enter on Dronefield

Earth Day Program
Sun Valley Rec. Center
8300 Vinedale, SV

7:30 pm 10 am-2pm
Saturday, April 12 & 13 Sunday, April 20
Relay for Life-Sylmar PASSOVER
gg;lej/és;?n Middle School Thursday, April 21
Saturday, April 12 STNC-DAC (Land Use)
NV City Hall

Neighborhood Prespardness
Ambassador Program
Sunland Rec. Center
8701 Foothill, S-T

STNC Outreach Meet.
Joselitos
Foothill
1 pm

Tuesday, April 15

Community Plan Meeting
Bolton Hall
10110 Commerce S-T
7-9pm

Wednesday, April 16

Foothill Optimist
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

Pacoima NC
Youth & Family Center
11243 Glenoaks, Pac

Thursday, April 17

STNC Safety Committee
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
6 pm 951-7411

S-T SERVS
NV City Hall
7747 Foothll S-T
7 pm 563-1962

Saturday, April 19

Neighborhood Presparness
Ambassador Program
Sunland Rec. Center
8701 Foothill, S-T
9 am — 1 pm 213-473-9921

Black History Celebration
ABD Senior Center
11300 Glenoaks, Pac
11 am -7 pm

YGAMP

AJES X - hiI9h SThOUL

Exptorzrs

/3

tamp Sure

Camp FOX

7747 Foothill, S-T
7pm 951-7411

Tuesday, April 22

EARTH DAY
Wednesday, April 23

Foothill Optimist
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

Plant Sale
Littile Lander Hist. Soc.
Rio’s Dress Shop
9929 _ Commerce S-t
9am-1 pm

Passing of the Laurels
to Poet Laurate Ceremony
McGroarty Arts Center
7570 McGroarty Terr. S-T
352-5285

Thursday, April 24

Panorana City NC
Mission Comm. Hospital
14860 Roscoe, PC
6:30 pm 785-9355

Crest
4005 Foothill Boulevard

La Crescenta, California 91214
Business (818) 248-9100 Ext. 243

Cellular (818) 371-3231
Office (818) 541-7543
Fax (818) 248-9295

Penny.Blackwell@Century21.com
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated

STNC Budget Comm
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
7 pm 951-7411

Golf Tournment-Benefit by
Montrose-Verdugo CocC
Verdugp Hills Golf Course
For Info 248-4500

Saturday, April 26

The Job & Career Fair
EDD Office
11623 Glenoaks, Pac

Saturday, April 26

Community Plan Meeting
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
10 am - 12 pm

Sunday, April 27

Celebrate LA
Rose Bowl Stadium, Pas.

Monday, April 28

Sign up for CERT Training
7 Wk Course by LAFD
S-T Elks Lodge #2098
10137 Commerce Ave
6 pm 818-562-1963

Wednesday, April 30

Foothill Optimist

Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299
Community Plan Meeting
LVT Library
12002 Osborne LVT
5:30 — 7:30 pm

STNC Exec.Comm.
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
7 pm 951-7411

Penny L. Blackwell, CPM®

REALTOR®

For Camp Registration

and additional information

IN SEARCh UF ThE PERFECT CAMP

call 818-790-0123
www.ymcacc.org

Pioneers

. Coast-Caravan

ALl hew!
JR Lifeguvard tamp

Kinder Day Camp

Crescenta-tafada Family YMCA 4 verdugo hilLs Family YmcA

Tomi Realty Inc.

SOLD! For maybe the highest per square foot in the zip code at

a not too easy time to sell in the market - one week after listing!

Thatls when the offers came in and they did not stop with Tomi.

THE MOST HASSLE FREE REAL ESTATE AGENT | HAVE DEALT
WITH IN 20 YEARS!

Tomi@TomiRealty.com
818-353-9143

Giving Every Stiudens Every Ot

76 Exeed

Vlllage Christian Schools

« After-school Fine Arts Academy
* Technology Labs, K-12

* Grades JK (4yrs, 9months) - 12
« Advanced Placement Classes

« Biblically-integrated curriculum
* Music and Spanish, JK-12

A College Preparatory Campus

(818) 767-8382

8930 Village Avenue
La Tuna Canyon, CA « 91352

www.villagechristian.org

admissions@villagechristian.org

w‘-‘.

« Comprehensive Art, K-12

* Bus Routes throughout SF Valley
* Child Care, 6:30am - 6:30pm

« CIF Champions

« Safe, secluded campus

CALL FORA

CAMPUS TOUR
(818) 767-8382 ext. 203

Come preview our prestigious program
and discover why Village Christian
gives your student an academic and
spiritual advantage for life.

HIETAN DG EDTY
L's‘""JJJ"
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Community Crime Reduction

By Captain Jorge Villegas
Commanding Officer
LAPD Mission Hills Station

I am taking this opportunity
to thank everyone in our
Community for assisting in
the reduction of Part I
crimes this year. There has
been nearly a 3% reduction
as a result of our partner-
ship. Most impressive is the
32% reduction in gang and
shots fired incidents and we want to continue that mo-
mentum this year. We have established ambitious crime
reduction goals for 2008. They are as follows: Reduce
Part I Crime by 5 Percent, Reduce Gang Crime by 10
Percent and North Hills Safer Cities Initiative — Reduc-
tion of Violent Crime by 25 Percent, and Reduction of
Property Crime by 15 Percent

We are well on our way to achieving these goals.
From February 17, 2008, through March 15, 2008, we
have had one homicide, zero rapes, 32 robberies, and 29
aggravated assaults. This is a 26% decrease in total vio-
lent crime compared to last year-to-date statistics. In the
category of property crimes during the same time period,
we had 78 burglaries, 89 grand theft autos, 99 bur-
glary/theft from motor vehicles and 58 personal/other
thefts, representing an 18% percent decrease in total
property crime compared to last year-to-date statistics.

As many of you already know, with the opening of
the new 21st police station within the City and the second
in the valley, we are in the process of reconfiguring our
boundaries within Mission Area. Further discussions will
take place at our upcoming CPAB meetings.

On Thursday, February 28th, Mission Area Station
honored sworn and civilian personnel at our Em-
ployee of the Quarter Breakfast. Congratulations to
all the recipients of the award. They include: Police

Officer III, Matthew Vannatter, Police Officer III,
Jason Burcham, Sergeant Adrienne Hamilton, Detec-
tive Cheri Roberts, Clerk Typist Jaime Martin and our
Gang Enforcement Detail.

We are inviting you to attend a Silent Auction Ben-
efit that is featuring Artwork created by our very own Ex-
plorers. Their artwork will be on display in our
Community Room, April 23 and 24,from 10 am to 8 pm.
Please plan to attend because all proceeds will be donated
to our Mission Area Explorers Program.

We want to hear your concerns and encourage your
participation in our Community policing efforts. Your
questions concerning Mission Area may be directed to
me at (818) 838-9980 or to Sergeant Adrian Torres, Of-
ficer in Charge, Mission Area Community Relations Of-
fice, at 818-838-9856. You may also e-mail me at:
26714 @lapd.lacity.org, Captain William Scott at:
27078 @lapd.lacity.org, or Sergeant Adrian Torres at:,
31467 @lapd.lacity.org

Update on CERT Training by LAFD

Captain/Paramedic Stacy Gerlich
l CERT Unit Commander
Los Angeles Fire Department

It’s been awhile since I've
updated the community on
the successes of the Los An-
geles City Fire Department’s
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) pro-
gram and all of our
volunteers. It has been quite
busy in the past few months
and I would like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude to each and every one of you.

Since my last article, our volunteers have participated
in many functions throughout the city. Most recently, we
had 49 volunteers who signed up and worked the LA
Marathon. Without the continued support of our volun-
teers at events of this magnitude, the fire department
would have to deploy twice as many resources to these
events. The working relationships that have been fostered
between the communities and the LAFD continue to re-
inforce the value of training and experience. This cohe-
siveness has taken many years to solidify, but we are on
the right track now. As volunteers, you must remember

REAL ESTATE & PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

SERVICES

a SOUND Investment

“WE CARE ABOUT YOUR INVESTMENT”

Let our experienced and dedicated professional staff
eliminate your day to day management problems.

Tenant Evictions
On-site Inspections
Screening New Tenants
Award Winning Team
Over 30 Years in the Foothills

Rent Collection

" ® ® ® ® @
- Ll - L . Ll

Chambers of Commerce of San Fernando Valley

AT

Property Management

INC

Increase Low Rents Eliminate Vacancies
Marketing & Advertising Monthly Statements
Leasing Bill Payments

Rental Market Survey

Maintenance & Repairs

Recipient of Business of the Year by the California State Assembly
1999-2000 Business of the year awarded by the United

www.Realestate-Reporis-Free.com Ry CINAE

that the men and women of the Los Angeles Fire De-
partment are highly trained and skilled professionals.
Your function is to act as an added resource when called
upon. [ am extremely proud to be the Commander of this
unit and to have so many friends through out Southern
California who support my mission of training.

On February 26, 2008, the Governor and first lady
were our guests here in Northridge. The Governor was
here to kickoff new Executive Order S-02-08. This order
establishes a new position of secretary of service and
volunteering. The premise behind this order is to raise
the profile of service in the beautiful state of California.
Our volunteers contributed approximately 858 million
hours of service to our California economy in 2006. The
desire and focus is to raise the number of volunteers to
365,000, which represents a mere 1% increase. More
importantly, this minute increase carries a value greater
than $17.4 billion.

I am extremely happy to report that the LAFD trains
approximately 4,000 community members each year. We
are already supporting the Governors vision. Los Ange-
les alone is quite prepared when it comes to our commu-
nities understanding the need to be self-sufficient in our
disasters. Because of the strong relationship between the
Los Angeles Fire Departments CERT program and the

communities in which we serve, the outcome of our next
disaster will be much better.

For those of us who are aware of the latest specula-
tions relayed to us by our leaders at California Technical
Institute (Cal Tech), the feeling there is that our next
earthquake could very possibly be in the high 7’s — 8 in
the magnitude range. They also expect the shake time to
be approximately 4 minutes! I don’t know about all of
you, but that 20 seconds we endured during the North-
ridge quake was more than enough.

With this in mind, it is imperative that all of us take
a more proactive role in being prepared. I urge you to
jump on the CERT train and get yourselves prepared. If
we all do our parts, we will have less loss of lives and
property. The recovery phase of our next encounter will
be greatly decreased. Please take advantage of this train-
ing and do your part today to ensure our safety and the
safety of our loved ones. Visit our website: www.cert-
la.com) for the latest classes in your area. If you can’t find
what you are looking for, please give us a call at the Dis-
aster Preparedness Unit of the Los Angeles Fire Depart-
ment 818-756-9674.

Joan Slater, Broker

Residential Listings & Sales
1031 Property Exchanges
Real Estate Counseling
Loans, Ist and 2nd
Trust Deeds & Refinance
Notary Services
Free Market Evaluation
for Sellers
Free Rental List Always
Available Find it on the Web

Site: www.SlaterRealty.com

818-352-8731

Proper% Management
ivision

818-951-7053

Real Estate Division

FACING FORECLOSURE?

Save My House Inc.
A non profit organization is offering free

assistance on:

Negotiating your current loan « rate

to try to keep you in your home

Financial &« Budgeting advice

Deed in Lieu of Foreclosure consultations

and negotiations

Friendly and private.
Call sooner rather than later. Call now.
818-353-6329
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A Poetic Essay —
Genocide*

The Earth is Made of Bones
By Marlene Hitt

From bodies still warm-dead to skeletons turned to dust
and crust; bones hidden in caves and pits and underneath
the seas and the firmament.

Remember Armenia, the genocide, one million
two hundred thousand intricate, miraculous, “Cre-
ator created bones. Remember Armenia. Remem-
ber Hideki Tojo, Menghistu, Biafra, Rwanda, Tito,
Hussein, Franco, Chiang Kai-Shek, Vietnam, Dar-
fur, Afghanistan, The Holocaust, Haiti, and
Cuba...The list continues.

The earth is made of ground-up bones; sea washed
bones, ashes of bones, buried bones or bones left for the
sun. The earth is heavy with bones

* The word Genocide is the combination of the
Greek word “genos” meaning “race” plus the Latin
word “cide” meaning “killing.” It is the attempt to de-
stroy in whole or part an ethnic, racial or religious group,
deliberately, or by indirect means such as famine.

Yet it isn’t the weapon which chills one, but the in-
tent, Adolph Hitler said, August 22, 1939: “Thus for
the time being I have sent to the East only my
‘Death’s Head’” with the orders to kill without pity or
mercy all men, women and children of Polish race or
language. Only in such a way will we win the vital
space that we need.”

In the twentieth century alone, over one billion sets
of bones have been left on the earth by genocide. All
those bones, once carefully created, have been wasted.

(For more information visit: www.scaruffi.com
and see “The History Place and The Worst Genocides
in the 20th Century.”)

o

' 'Watch YourWallet '~

Kids and Money

By Tina Cameron

Youngsters tend to have an instant gratification view of money. They see money come out of their parent’s
pocket, out of an ATM, and out of a plastic card. It is a difficult concept for them to grasp that actual work went
into earning the money in the first place.

For their sake, children should be taught how to budget and save early on. The earlier the better, before bad
habits begin. Age seven is a good time to start. The child has to have the ability to count and be taught how to
make choices. But even older children can be taught the fundamentals of money management that will give them
the tools they need for the rest of their lives.

Begin with a fixed allowance and do not adjust it more than once a year. If the child asks for a raise in al-
lowance, ask what the money would be spent on. Get them to engage in negotiation which will serve them later
in life when asking a boss for a raise. Children should be made to do chores around the house for free, but addi-
tional chores can be added for additional allowance, if you deem fit. Keep in mind that allowance is a tool for
teaching, and shouldn’t be used for things such as lunch money, clothing or other essentials the parent should pro-
vide. Do not allow the child to determine the amount of the allowance. It doesn’t matter what their peers are get-
ting. Make the amount age-appropriate, and what your family budget will allow after all other expenses have been
taken into account. Use some common sense on it.

Make saving a condition of getting an allowance. Some children will balk at that but you must stay firm. Sav-
ing encourages restraint from impulse purchasing. Use an envelope, a special box or piggy bank. By about age
12, a savings account should be opened for your child at a bank.

Eventually, as the child enters pre-teen, and you get them engaged in the conversation about money, talk to
them about your checkbook, bill paying, purchasing decisions. Go over your household budget and explain your
decision-making to them. You may learn something yourself about why you spend the way you do.

Once your kidlets are ready to leave the nest, you should have a serious talk about credit cards. 18 year olds
are inundated with credit card offers, and without proper guidance, they are likely to get in over their head. Teach
them that credit does not equal “free”. There will be a bill and eventually the entire amount has to be repaid, at
20% interest. Credit should be used wisely with a plan to pay it back quickly.

The most effective way, overall, to teach a child about money is to exhibit good money management your-
self. Children will monkey-see, monkey-do everything you do. If you lie, they will lie, if you curse, they will
curse, if you mismanage your money, they will mismanage their money. It is inevitable. Editors Note: Tina
Cameron is a Corporate Risk Manager and a Sun Valley small business owner.

WE ARE FREE!

If you would like to receive the North Valley Reporter by mail. Send six
self-addressed, .80 cent stamped envelopes to North Valley Reporter,
P.O. Box 674 Tujunga, Ca. 91043,

We will mail you each issue montlhy and notifiy you when it's time
to replenish your stock

Advertise
in NVR Call
(818) 563-1962

Hamlet's Automotive Complete
Maintenance & Repair Foreign & Domestic

Free Diagnostic * Free Safety Check-Up * Free Tire Repair

5 Oil Changes for the price of 4 when you purchase in advance

To purchase this offer, contact Abe 818-541-1611
3537 Oceanview Blvd. Glendale, CA 91206 (Montrose Area)

North Valley Reporter

www.northvalleyreporter.com

Telephone 818-563-1962
Email: InformNVR@aol.com
P.0. Box 674, Tujunga Ca 91043

Publisher/Editor
Nina Royal

Layout Design
Paccio Ad & Design

Contributing Writers
Mary Benson, Tomi Lyn Bowling, Tina Cameron,
Cindy Cleghorn, Captain Jorge Villegas, Peter DiNova,
Marlene Hitt, Katharine Russ, Jim Summers,
Lloyd Hitt, Nick Krall, Maurice Pichon

PRIVATE AFY

"Everything your heart desires and morel"

Largest selection of lm erie,
dvds, lotions and git

7245 Foothill Blvd. Tujunga, CA 91042

OPEN EVERYDAY
(318)353-793%

1 0°% OFF
WITH THIS AD
EXPIRES
12-31-07

IR SOUTIQUE

Photographer
Bill Wiggins

North Valley Sales Respresentative
Cathryn McElryn, Gordon Lee

Special Recognition to Elaine Brown,
Cindy Cleghorn, Tina Cameron, Peter DiNova,
Erna Royal, Bobby Royal, Mark Seigel

In order to be fair to our customers who also want to contribute or share their views,
we need to limit our Sounoff Articles to a maximum of 500 words. Please review your
content before submitting to us.

We accept all letters on all subjects of public concern. All letters
are subject to editing and condensation. They will only be published
with the name reflecting the writer's true identity. Only writer’'s home
community rather than full address will be published. Letters must
include the writer's complete home address and daytime telephone
number for verification purposes. Letters and columns that are submitted
and for which no compensation was paid may be republished in digital
and other formats and retained in archives without compensation to the
author. The North Valley Reporter reserves the right not to publish
letters for any reason.

E-mail: nroyal9259@aol.com

Personal Opinions expressed in “Sound Off “ are those of the
writers only.
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Carrick's Journey -Part Seven
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By Tomi Lyn
,.,Lﬁ"@ . “"'-’i\ ::::\b"'ﬁ Bowling
' ' Foran old geezer
he sure could
walk fast! Drake,
many decades his
junior, had trou-
ble keeping up
with  Whiskers.
Out of breath,
tired, sweaty and
still hungry as an
old bear, Drake
pressed on almost
dragging his feet from exhaustion.

Whiskers, unaffected by a day's walking, despite
his old age, turned around and glanced at the sorry
sight of Drake fumbling along. "Well, let's stop
here. This looks like a good spot.” Drake nearly col-
lapsed dead in his tracks. Whiskers walked around
and collected some wood for a fire. Drake was so
hungry and exhausted but his exhaustion won the
battle. He fell fast asleep, literally where he walked.
His snoring ensued long before the fire really got
started, still wearing his backpack.

Meanwhile, back at the village, Maddie and the
other children were adjusting to being the oddities
here. Though the friendly people tried not to, they
could not help but stare at the large brood of chil-
dren by one mother. Maddie checked with Fanella
several times each hour, to see if there was anything
she could do to hasten the return of her eldest boy.

Fanella had gained the reputation of being the
best guide there was. She could out run everyone,
knew the woods like it was an obstacle course she
had run hundreds of times and she could handle
pretty much every weapon they had ever come
across. Fanella seemed to possess a natural knowl-
edge of subjects most seemed to spend years learn-
ing. When Fanella had brought Maddie and the
kids here to the village, Maddie had known in-
stinctively that she was someone to be trusted.

Fanella seemed to be growing impatient that the
scouts had not yet returned with Drake. They were
all sitting around a great big picnic table eating
when Fanella jumped up and said to Maddie, "Jack,
Danny and I are leaving to go find the scouts and
Drake. We'll be back by morning.” Jack and Danny
had no previous knowledge of the excursion but
both willingly put down their food, left the table
and prepared to leave. Fanella's brother asserted
"don't you want to wait till daylight?" Fanella only
laughed as she continued preparations for her trip.
--to be continued.

Density Zone Planned for Horse-Keeping
Property

Appeal Hearing in Van Nuys Scheduled
By Elaine Brown

The City of Los Angeles is in the process of deciding whether a 4 3/4 acre property zoned RA can be subdivided
into18 lots and rezoned from horse-keeping to a much denser residential zone. The subdivision tract map has been
appealed. The hearing is scheduled to take place before the North Valley Area Planning Commission, Thursday,
April 3, 2008, 4:30 PM at the Marvin Braudy building, at 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys.

The land located at the corner of Big Tujunga Canyon Road and Oro Vista Avenue in Sunland is often referred
to as "Dead Man's Corner" due its the numerous traffic accidents. Google maps indicate a wildlife corridor crosses
its border at the Big Tujunga Wash and the property serves as a green belt between development and the wilder-
ness, and is presently accessed by the people for hiking and biking.

The property description is as follows: North - across the river of the foothills is a development zoned agricul-
tural and below is the Angeles National Forest. West — is a nine-acre passive park, the Angeles National Golf Club,
and several acres of riverbed, destined as a preservation area owned by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy?
East — there are developed and undeveloped horse keeping properties. South- There is a church. Southeast Corner
- There are only two contiguous residential properties zoned R1.

The county designates this land as a Sensitive Environmental Area (SEA) and would not allow its devel-
opment if it were in an unincorporated area. However, the property is located in the City of Los Angeles, which
makes no such designations.

Clearly this land was home to sensitive wildlife both flora and fauna, because Councilmember Greuel helped
obtain a Bio Assessment. However, just prior to the assessment, the developer hauled in approximately 120 ten-
wheelers of dirt and debris without permits or a haul route. He spread the dirt without compacting or water and
graded the entire property in the name of "fuel modification" while under citation by the Department of Building
and Safety to cease and desist.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)_that was subsequently approved indicated that the wildlife had
either been driven off or destroyed by the so-called "fuel modification." The MND required a number of mitiga-
tion’s to protect whatever wildlife might reappear on the property. The developer is once again hauling in dirt and
debris. The city says the mitigations, although approved and in spite of an open and active application to develop,
can not be implemented until all of the approvals are completed. One of the significantly endangered species ex-
pected to return is the Burrowing Owl who nests in the gopher holes on the property. The developer has dumped
tons of debris on these burrows without mitigation. The city has cited the developer for the illegal hauling again,
but the developer continues to ignore the city.

Although, the land is zoned for horse keeping and its land use designation in the Los Angeles General Plan charts
allows for very low density, the city intends to rezone the property to a denser zone rather than save it as open space.

The property is located within a scenic corridor which is protected by the San Gabriel Verdugo Hills Sce-
nic Preservation Specific Plan. The city requires the developer to go through all of the necessary approvals
before it determines whether it requires a Project Permit Compliance Review based on the dictates of the
Specific Plan. This will be a test case for the plan and will determine whether the plan will protect the scenic
corridors as it was intended to do.

It is unclear whether the county has given the go ahead to allow development on the county easements for an
existing flood control channel that lies below the surface running diagonally across the property

The acreage is located within a flood plain and only partially protected by a concrete channel. It is also lo-
cated about one eighth of a mile west of an earthquake fault where tons of dirt covered the road during the 1971
Sylmar quake. The property is rated as high on the risk scale for earthquakes, the Mercali Scale, as is possible.

The property just to the west, which is now a park, was declared unbuildable by the city several years ago even
though it is farther from the fault, lies within the flood plain, and is completely covered by the channel. Other
communities have saved properties for the safety and welfare of their community by rezoning them as Open Space
and have won in court. However, it appears that neither the City of Los Angeles nor Councilmember Greuel have
sufficient concern to save the property for fear of a lawsuit. Editors Note: (Ms Brown is a long time Community
Activist dedicated to land use issues)

ARLETA COMMUNITY WATCHDOGS

Serving Businesses and Residents
Keeping our Community Safe and Clean

For Community Concerns — 24 Hour Hotline
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Meet Arnie Abramyan

Frs

Arnie's cafe ribbon cutting

A very special young man, 26 year old entrepreneur named
Arnie, after Arnold “The Lion” Abramyan, loves Sunland-
Tujunga where he resides. So, with his mom Angela’s en-
couragement, he took a chance and opened Arnie’s café at
6852 Foothill Blvd., at the corner of Marcus in Tujunga.
Many representatives from government offices, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the STNC, and community members,
celebrated together at his Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on
Wednesday, March 12 as he served his specialty coffee and
smoothies along with a wide selection of desserts.

The euphoria from his grand opening was short lived be-
cause two days later vandals broke the glass front door of
his business and made off with a 50’TV and his cash regis-
ter. It was especially heart wrenching because not only did he
lose his father at an early age, he had just lost his Aunt, whom
his mother had been caring for at home, to cancer the night
before his discovery. Because of his mom, who is a florist,
he also purchased Bella’s Florist next door to his shop so he
could help her because she was spending a great amount of
time taking care of his Aunt Jenik. Armine, the former owner
of the florist, hand picked Angela to purchase her store be-
cause she wanted to make sure that the love and special care
she gave her customers would continue. Armine’s daughter
now works at Arnies

He’s had a set back, but Arnie is bouncing back! He plans
to bring positive energy to the neighborhood and people
around him. His shop offers comfort to those who want to
take advantage of his “wireless” in his beautifully renovated
store while they sip his special coffee or smoothies. He has
two cozy nests in front of his two floor to ceiling windows
with a view of the mountains. He plans on having live en-
tertainment on the weekends. In fact, his first was Saturday
night, March 22, with the well-known foothills area group.
“Archie Francis and His Band” and was so successful, he
says to “Stay Tuned” because he plans to offer a wide vari-
ety of entertainment in the future.

Marjorie
(Gillan)
Brunson
1935 - 2008

Marge and Huel Howser

by Lloyd Hitt

Marge Brunson, Past Program Chairperson for Bolton Hall,
passed away after suffering a stroke on the way home from
Church on Sunday, February 17. Marge grew up in Sun-
land with her four brothers, graduated from CSUN (for-
merly San Fernando Valley State College) in 1959 with a
degree in education and taught school for 35 years. She and
her Husband Jim were married for 52 years and had a
daughter, Jennifer. Norman Gillan, Marge’s older brother,
still resides in Sunland.

Marge was a long time member of the Little Landers
Historical Society and helped with the current exhibit,
“Sports Appeal”, featuring sports figures from Sunland-Tu-
junga. Her husband, Jim, is part of the current exhibit fea-
turing his many medals and awards in motorcycle and
mountain bike racing. We have Marge to thank for Huell
Howser’s visit to Sunland-Tujunga and the 30-minute pro-
gram about “our town”. She worked for two years to get
Huell to come out and shoot a segment of “Our Neighbor-
hood". As Program Chair at Bolton Hall, she put together an
unforgettable “Variety Show” of local talent, which featured
members of the community, from children dancing, to
opera. We will never forget the many times she helped the
Little Landers Historical Society with her quiet efficient
manner and always with a smile. We will miss Marge and
we appreciate the time she spent with us.
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PET GROOMING
by Jackie Savage

Reasonable Rares
Tender Loving Care

77%8 Wyngate STREET
Tujunga CA 91042

Call For Appointment
818-352-05%6

Retirement Planning Associates

Stocks Municipal Bonds
Closed-End Funds Mutual Funds

Retirement and Employer Plans

7145 Woodley Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406-3932
Tel (818) 781-7721 Ext. 25
Fax (218) 787-2232
Efax (847) 628-0426
rpa@retirement-planning com

James A. Ellis
Sunland-Tujunga
Lions Club

Ragistered Representative off and securities offered through J K R & Co. Inc
Member NASD) SIPC

www.thefishlady.com

V)

:

1.800.4FISHLADY

A

Barbara D. Johnson
8101 Orion Ave. « Suite #15
Van Nuys = CA 91406-1438

Office: 818.997.6091
Fox: 818.997.3979 « Cell: 818.968.4486
E-mail: barbaro@thefishlady.com

Anne's Hair Designs
Shadow Hills Hair Salon
974{} \‘qlﬂﬂl'li‘lll(l A"(’.llll(‘)
Shadow Hills, CA 91040

Tnesdag—Sal‘unlag

Anne Bechtol

818-415-4158

SALLY HALL
The Foothill's Top Producing
CENTURY 21° Agent
Eighteen Years CENTURION® Award Winner
— Top 2% in Sales Worldwide —
Member of CENTURY 21% Exclusive
“Masters Hall of Fame"
Sold more than 800 homes
worth over 5200 million

Serving Sunland / Tujunga,
La Crescenta / La Caiada, Shadow Hills
& the Foothills Area Since 1986,

8307 Foothill Boulevard
Sunland, California 91040
Business (818) 352-8935
Fax (818) 951-1681

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated @

Century

Crest

Toll Free (800) 964-0021, ext.215
Cell Phene (818) 370-8809
E-Mail SallyC21@aol.com
http://Sallyhall.realtor.com

CANYON
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
General Contractors Lic. #B739262

I specialize in roofing, roof framing,
re-sheeting & fascia.
I also do expert low pitch
modified applications.

Steve Kalajian
818-767-8524

A Sharp Music Method

.p P Piano = Voice * Flute * Sax * Violin * Drums
Guitar * Bass » Cello » Viola » and More.
()
Sunland » La Crescenta » Glendale
‘\/,7 .41 La Caiiada * Tujunga = Eagle Rock

818-951-5077 ' " locran - suman

Los Feliz » Burbank

JAZZ CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL

RESTAURANT

COCKTAMLS

LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF MT. GLEASON AVENUE
AND SUMMITROSE

(818) 353-5424
FAX (818) 353-0478

ThueYalbue:

MERITHEW’'S HARDWARE

PLUMBING ¢ ELECTRICAL  PAINT * GARDEN TOOLS

9926 COMMERCE AVENUE

JEFF MIVELAZ TUJUNGA, CA 91042

FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES

Please support your
NVR Advertisers so
we can support you.

L Effeus of
RONALD E. GUE

RONALD E. GUE

Attorney and Counselor at Law

15600 Devonshire St., Ste 201
Granada Hills, California 91344
Telephone (818) 891-6106
Facsimile (818) 891-6138

Cenified Family Law Specialist
The State Bar of California
Board of Legal Specialization

FOR SALE

Van for Disabled

1988 Plymouth Voyager

Ideal for Paraplegic
Dual Controls

Dark Red - Very Clean,
only $2,995.

Call: 818-353-4864 =

Sweet Cherrie’s Diner
Delicious, Homemade Food At Resonable Prices
OPEN 7 DAYS

Breakfast Served All Day - Lunch & Dinner Specials
Omelets - Belgium Waffles- Subs - Burgers - Deli Sandwiches
Grilled Orange Roughy or Halibut - Sauteed or Fried Shrimp

ORDERS TO GO - CATERING FOR ANY OCCASION
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm - Sat 7am-6pm « Sun 7am-3pm

818-353-0465

8236 Foothill Blvd. Sunland

ﬂ



Get POWER for your Community!

VOTE =

APRIL 5, 2008

SEE BELOW FOR YOUR NEIGHEORHOOD
COUNCIL VOTING HOURS AND LOCATION.

WHY IS YOUR VOTE IMPORTANT?

To Improve the Quality of Life in your Community:

v Zoning & Land Use
V' Planning & Development
v Police & Fire & Library

V' Park & Community Services
V' Street Repair, Traffic Calming

V' Signage, Parking

vV Crime & Graff;'tr' Control
V Illegal Dumping

V' Clean Air Programs

V' Community Pride

Angeles National Forest
|
Hansen Dam Sunland-Tujunga
Neighborhood
Council

Sun PY Foothill Trails J v
Valley District

Area Neighborhood :

Neighborhood Council L
Council
= Verdugo Mountains

V' Business Development

v’ Scenic & Historic Preservation
v Community Outreaciz, Budget & Tax 1

"l_-

Show the city that you care about your neigl‘ll)orhoocl — VOTE!

SUN VALLEY AREA
Neiglftlaorlzood Council

www.svanc.org
818-767-8262
VOTE 10am - 4pm

John H. Francis Polytechnic HS Auditorium
14321 Roscoe Blvd. Sun Valley

Voting is open to everyone who is a stakeholder within the
neighborhood council boundaries; stakeholders must be 18
years old at the time of the election. In order to vote, a
stakeholder must by means of "self affirmation" declare that he
or she is a stakeholder. No further documentation will be
required.

WHO CAN VOTE? stakeholders are defined as

anyone who lives, works, owns property, or is a member of an
organization within the SVANC boundaries.

FOOTHILL TRAILS DISTRICT
Neighborhood Council

www.ftdnec.org
818-353-2000
VOTE 10am - 2pm
Shadow Hills P res]:byterian Church
10158 Johanna Ave., Shadow Hills

Voting is open to everyone who is a stakeholder within the
neighborhood council boundaries; stakeholders must be 18
years old at the time of the election. In order to vote, a
stakeholder must by means of "self affirmation" declare that he
or she is a stakeholder. No further documentation will be
required,

WHO CAN VOTE? stakeholders are defined as

individuals who live, work, or own property within the
boundaries of the neighborhood council.

SUNLAND-TUJUNGA
Neighborhood Council

www.stnc.org
818-951-7411

VOTE 10am - 4pm

North Valley Neighborhood City Hall
71747 Foothill Blvd. Rm101, Tujunga

Voters will be required to fill out a Voter Registration Form and
show proof of identity and stakeholder status. Some documents
that are acceptable are a drivers license, utility bill, student ID, etc.

WHO CAN VOTE? stne community stakeholders are
defined as individuals who live, work, or own property within the
boundaries of the STNC as defined in Article IV. In addition,
individuals who are identified by participation in business,
educational, faith-based, community service, youth and special-
interest organizations that are located or that meet regularly in
the community are considered to be community stakeholders.

WHY VOTE? The elected board will represent
you and our community as a voice to your Council
District and the City of Los Angeles. The more
stakeholders that vote, the more power we have as
a group to affect change in our community.

WHAT ARE NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS? Los Angeles City certified

neighborhood councils were established with the belief that individuals, businesses
and government institutions can work hand-in-hand in solving community problems
and coming to terms with issues that are vital to improving and enhancing the quality
of life in a community. The Neighborhood Council is composed of elected
representatives like you and by you. Neighborhood councils are able to officially
address their community's issues with governmental officials and city departments.
Each year the board approves an annual operations, outreach and community
improvement budget of $50,000.00.

Get Involved — Come Out & Vote — Bring Your Neighbors With You




