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Solar Energy Proposal: Higher Rates, No Planning

Ballot Measure B called City Hall power grab
By Katharine Russ

The Measure adopted by the City Council on November
7, 2008 to be placed on the Ballot on March 3, 2009 as
the* Green Energy/Good JobsAct (Measure B/Prop B)”

haslittleto do with solar energy. The City’s Charter pro-
hibits amendments to the Charter without a vote of the
people. Measure B would give City Officidstheright to
make changes with only a 2/3 vote by the City Council.

Built into Measure B is a Charter Amendment that
will, for the firgt time in the City's history, give control
over DWP's business operations to the paliticians. So
far, the City hasn’t offered asolar plan. Measure B, Sec-
tion 23.157(a) dates, “The (DWP) Board shdl present
the plan to the Council/Mayor within 90 days’ if the bal-
lot measure passes.

Noel Weiss, a candidate for City Attorney, success-
fully defended the people against the proponents effort
to ‘chill free speech’ and convinced the Judge to reject
the Schwartz suit. Weiss said, “When the Mayor and
Council start dictating to the DWPwhich business deci-
sionsthey should make, the ability of the DWPBoard to
keep rates low, make good business decisions, and oth-
erwise run the Department is adversaly impacted. This
is a very, very dangerous precedent. Once this bad
precedent is set, it will open the door to other potential
abuses by the Mayor and Council. The costs have not
been evduated, thelegd liahilities have not been evalu-
ated, the revenues are unknown, and the profitability of
the entire enterprise is completely up inthe air.”

Opponents say the driving force behind Measure B is
the IBEW- the union representing DWP employees.
Measure B would insure all the solar panels would be
owned and installed by the DWP, and maintained by the

utility’s workers, thereby excluding participation from
the solar industry and the labor community. Section
23.161 of ordinance illustrates this, “Consistent with
Section 675 of the Charter, the Board (DWP) shall have
the power and duty to acquiire, providefor, congtruct, ex-
tend, maintain, and operate all solar power asset im-
provements.” Sec. 23.164 is broad, calling for the
promulgation of regulations that address the transfer or
sdeof acustomer’sproperty if solar ingtdlationsareren-
dered inoperable but ‘B’ does not explain what regula-
tions might be enacted or why.

Mayor Villaraigosa's plan touts “ the crestion of good
jobs, and promisesto strengthen LosAngeles economy,
protect ratepayers, make L.A. a Center for Solar tech-
nology” but, in contrast, would end up costing ratepay-
ers hillions of dollars. Measure B cals for 400
megawatts (MW) of solar power by December 31, 2014
- an improbable feat as some estimates the project to
have a $7 million per MW price tag. ‘B’ does not ad-
dress how many long-term and short-term “green” jobs
aregoing to be created by asolar plan. ‘Yeson B’ cam-
paign manager, Michael Trujillo said at the Saving LA
Project (SLAP) meeting January 3 that the DWPwould
import electrical workers from New Mexico and Ari-
zonafor ingallations, if the DWP could not train enough
people localy to do the work. What is the long-term
benefit under the guise of “green collar” work if the City
importslabor from other statesand exports paymentsfor
solar cellsto China?

Nick Patsapuras, past president of the DWP, and can-
didate for City Controller, said in Court documents,
“There is no provision under the Charter for the City
Council or the Mayor to micro-manage the DWP's op-
erations or issue specific mandates with regard to how
and under what circumstances the DWP choosesto ini-
tiate aparticular program. The fact that such a protocol

Guest Speaker Michadl Trujillo,Campaign Manager for Yes on Meas-
ure B, was supported by DWP Representativesin the background dur-
ing a Saving L.A. Project Meeting held on January 3.

was even contemplated would and should have been part
of an extended public discussion beforethe Board itself.
However, that did not occur in thisinstance. Given the
fact that the City Council had to act by November 7,
2008, in order to meet the deadline to put a Charter
Amendment and Ordinance before the voters, it was
simply not possible for the Board to have the kind of
public hearings necessary to consider such a far-reach-
ing proposal and mandate as is contemplated by the
Council and the Mayor.”

Patsaouras also remarked that the Department, onits
own, had established a solar program designed to pro-
vide financial incentives to customers who install solar
panels. He said programsto indall solar panels on City
buildings and other structures at a $270 million cost
(through 2017) required no Charter Amendment.

Theplanto“slence’ oppositionto Measure B came
to ahalt December 8, when Superior Court Judge David
P. Yaffe tossed out al but one count of the suit filed by

Continued on page 3

Sepulveda Veteran’s Administration Under Fire

By Katharine Russ

Sepulveda - New Directions Sepulveda | and Il LP
(ND), aprivate company, and A Community of Friends
(ACOF), developers of affordable housing, sparked out-
rage in the community when they asked for avariance.
They need the variance to convert two medical build-
ings at the Sepulveda VA facility into a149 unit low in-
come, sober living complex.

Built in 1955, the 20 unit facility was designed asan
inpatient hospital/ medical facility for veteransonly. The
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variance would allow the conversion of medical build-
ings for uses other than veteran's care.

While Cdifornia Senate Bill 1220 allows the Spon-
sor of supportive housing to restrict occupancy to “vet-
erans’ mesting certain criteria, CEO DoraLeong Gdlo,
of ACOF has said publicly, such restrictions would vi-
olate long-standing federal housing rules that would
block federal funding to ND and ACOF should it dis-
criminate against non-veterans.

Congressman Brad Sherman opposed the project
and theleasein 2006, and subsequently introduced leg-
isation (H.R.1642) that would insure any homeless
housing project be restricted to veterans only with ade-
quate staff and security. Congressman Bob Filner,
Chairman House Committee on VeteransAffairs, whose
committee overseesthe Department of VeteransAffairs,
co-sponsored the bill. The Bill wasreceived inthe Sen-
ate, read twice and referred to the Committee on Veter-
ans Affairs. The bill remainsinactive.

Two 75-year enhanced use leases (EUL) were ap-
proved last year by Filner, and are renewable indefi-
nitely. ND and ACOF would havetitleto 7.5 acres and
the improvements on the property during the term of
the lease. The lease can aso be reassigned to another
entity and may be amended at any time. The sole pur-
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pose of the EUL isto allow the VA to divest itself of ur-
gently needed medical facilities. The Lessee can aso
purchase the property. There are no provisions for li-
censure or regulation.

Yet Filner, having full knowledge of the terms of
these leases, went on national television and gave a
scathing indictment of the VA, “We've had incidents
of PTSD team leaders telling their people stop diag-
nosing PTSD. We can't afford it. It costs too much.
Diagnose something else. That's a crime committed
by our own VA. It's worse than that. We' ve had mis-
diagnosis of PTSD as personality disorder, because
personality disorder is preexisting. Therefore, ‘we
don’'t have to take care of you!” He said that it was
hard to get information from the VA Administrators
because they lie to the Committee.

The North Hills West Neighborhood Council
(NHWNC) has asked for a full environmental review
saying, “The mitigation measures offered are al stan-
dard, bailerplate conditions applicable to any project.”
Many feared the project would dramatically affect prop-
erty values, subject smal children to methadone addicts,
public drunkenness, and increased traffic. In their 8-
page letter of opposition to the Zoning Administrator,

Continued on page 3
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Home Depot Pulling Out of Sunland-Tujunga

ommunity celebrates at McGroarty Art Center

Dismissed lawsuit against Los Angeles
By Katharine Russ

The good news came on Jan. 7, when it was learned
Home Depot had dismissed the lawsuit filed against the
City in December 2008. Hundreds of activistsand res-
idents cheered for what they said is good news and an-
other mgjor victory for Sunland-Tujunga

This was a big surprise to the community, particu-
larly because it appeared that Home Depot had begun
lobbying State Officias. At the beginning of the holiday
season, California State Senator George Runner, with-
out any confirmation of facts, gave an ineffaceable en-
dorsement to Home Depot. He also chastised City
Officials, saying, “At atime when the economy isin a
downturn and when retail chainsare closing doors, you
would think city leaders would embrace the few retail-
ersthat are till willing and able to invest in communi-
ties, particularly those who are re-opening closed retail

buildings. L.A. City leaders have put aside the needs of
their constituency and instead misused CEQA as a
meansto apolitical end.”

The Senator was never apprised of the fierce com-
munity opposition and agreed to study theissuefurther.
Runner did, however, issue this statement when he
learned of the monumental effort put forth by the com-
munity of Sunland- Tujunga. “My hat’s off to the citi-
zens who stridently fought to keep Home Depot from
opening its doors in Sunland- Tujunga. While | con-
tinue to seek reforms of the frustratingly anti-business
regulatory environment in California, which oftentimes
prevent businesses like Home Depot from moving for-
ward, or impedes construction of essential roads and
buildings, | applaud the people who took the initiative
to stand up for acause dear to their heartsand minds. |
aso believe it is especially important for citizens and
leaders of smaller communitiesthat liein the shadow of
behemoth cities like Los Angelesto chart the course of
growth and development of their city. The citizens of
Sunland-Tujunga are certainly empowered.”

Earlier in December, Home Depot resumed their lit-
igation against the City citing aviolation of the Stipula-
tion Order because it took longer than five months to
processtheir Project application. The suit sought to re-
instate the company’s original remodeling permit.

Thefirst signs of a pullout by Home Depot came
when their website, www.homedepotsunlandtu-
junga.com disappeared on January 6. It was followed
the next day with therelease of aletter to the community
from Jeff Nichols, Real Estate Director, Western Region
HD, saying, “1 am writing today to regretfully inform
you that The Home Depot no longer plansto pursuethis
proposed store. As aresult of this decision, the com-
pany isnot pursuing our pending permit application and
has also dropped its lawsuit againgt the City of LosAn-

gdesreated to this project.”

So what doesthismean for the old K-Mart Ste? Ac-
cording to aletter released by Dan McManus, President
of the Sunland-TujungaNeighborhood Council (STNC),
“The Sunland-Tujungacommunity has been engaged in
amulti-year effort to stop Home Depot from opening a
store a the old K-Mart site (8040 Foothill Blvd.) and to
ensure that al applicable laws are followed and the
Foothill Boulevard Corridor Specific Plan is followed
and respected in the process. Weintend to engage Home
Depot since they still control the lease to the property.
Simultaneoudy, wewill seek to stimulate discussion with
other businesses and community-minded developers to
seeif an opportunity existsto match theleasewith aten-
ant eager to take part in the future of this great commu-
nity.”

Kathryn Gallagher, Senior Manager, Communica
tions-The Home Depot, Western Division, said, “We
are on the lease for 20 plus years so we are actively
looking to sublease the site to another party. We have
gotten numerous inquiries, and in the coming weeks
and months, we' [l continue to market the siteto parties
that would potentially beinterested in subleasing it for
the remainder of The Home Depot’'s commitment.”

Nina Royal, Vice President of Outreach said the
STNC is reaching out to involve community members
inthe process of determining how they want the 11-acre
Stedeveloped. “The STNC has begun handing out sur-
vey formsin order to encourage community input and to
hold open public discussionsto further engage our com-
munity in the process. Past surveys indicate that our
community is hoping for amuch needed General Mer-
chandise store.”” Tomi Lyn Bowling, STNC's Business
Representative is spearheading outreach to the business
world on behalf of their community.
katharine russ@charter.net
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Las Lomas files Appeal to Lawsuit

By Katharine Russ

LosAngeles- Jan. 16, 2009, LasL omas Land Company
announced its intent to appea the ruling by Superior
Court Judge David P. Yaffe last December, dismissing
thelawsuit filed againgt the City of LosAngelesin June,
2008.

CarlyleW. Hall, Jr., counsdl for LasLomas, is seek-
ingto‘vindicate thelegd rightscentered onthe LA City
Council’s vote on March 19, to terminate the environ-
mental review of the controversid project in an untimely

fashion. "Webelieve our claimsare meritoriousand are
convinced that there are fundamental legal issues that
must be resolved by the Court of Appeal,” Hdl saidina
pressrelease.

Dan Pamers resignation from Las Lomas Land Co.
LLC in December came on the coattails of Yaffe's rul-
ing to the lawsuit filed againgt the City of LosAngeles.
Yafferuled that state law did not require the City Coun-
cil to complete its preparation of environmental studies
before considering the proposal by Palmer to build the
mixed-use community.

Palmer’'s 26-page petition aleged violations of
CEQA, violations of federal and state due process and
violations of federal and state equal protection of laws,
among other things and prayed for compensatory dam-
agesof $100 million, plusattorney’s costs. PAmer’smini
city would have spanned 555 acres and included 5,553
multi-family homes, 2 million square feet of commer-
cia, retall and a 300-room hotel in the north San Fer-
nando Valley near thejunction of the 5 and 14 freeways.

For years, the project was cloaked in controversy and
appeared to spiral downward when Supervisor Michael
Antonovich, State Assemblyman Cameron Smyth and

LosAngees City Councilman Greig Smith called for in-
vestigationsinto the property’ strue ownership. Experts
doomed the project citing traffic congestion, air pollu-
tion, earthquake threats and a host of other negativeim-
pacts. This, on the heels of a letter from Fred
McHaddad, Van Nuys, to County Officialswho said he
was the rightful owner of 255 acres that Palmer had
claimed to own.

Edward Park, spokesperson for Las Lomas Land
Company, LLC, said, “ The decison minimizesthevery
real fact that the City Council brokethelaw. We'redis-
appointed that the court failed to recognize that the City
must answer in Court asto thelegality of the City Coun-
cil decisonto hat itsreview of the LasLomas project.”

Will Las Lomas come before the City Council
again? Park says, “Las Lomasis a growth model for
the region’s future designed to incorporate sustainable
building practices, recycled construction materials, and
features that incorporate “greener” configurations to
reduce energy consumption. Itisnot going to go away
just because of one court decision from the Sunland-
Tujunga community.”

Continued from cover — Veterans

the NHWNC said, “1t would become the first large apartment complex in the
middle of asingle family resdentia neighborhood and approva would open
up, not only 7.5 acres, but the entire 160 acre VA property to further develop-
ment of al kinds, including more low income and/or sober living housing.”

The NHWNC has received dozens of |etters from veteransin protest of
the fecilities. Some expressed fears over the fact that if ACOF, ND, or any
other company operating thisfacility goesbankrupt, thelease will not revert
the property back to the VA.

Peggy Burgess, Stakeholder/member NHWNC Land Use Commit-
tee, expressed her concerns, “ These units will be occupied by persons who
are homeless, chronically homeless, or who meet ONE of the following spe-
cia needs categories asdefined in the leases. They will not be occupied ex-
clusively by veterans. Nowhere is the term ‘disabled’ referred to in either
lease. According to the NHWNC, “ The Sepulveda VA currently serves over
150,000 existing vets as far north as San Luis Obispo for outpatient care.
The Westwood Facility is not equipped to handle al of them now. What
will happen to the tens of thousands who will be returning from Irag and
Afghanistan with serious physical and emotiona problems? The Sepulveda
VA must be returned to the hospital facility it was designed to be.”

Opponentsfear that if these buildings are approved before Councilman
Greig Smith's legislation to regulate sober living facilitiesis passed, the
facilities would be exempt from any regulations.

Gadlo said, “ACOF and ND, in 2008, worked to change state and federa
legidation so that we could definitively say that the projects would be for
veteransonly, instead of the current ‘ veterans-preference’ language. We were
successful at the statelevel, and with the IRS program. Now wejust need one
more hurdle — clarity that we would not be in violation of federal fair hous-
ing laws. Our partner, ND, has clearly stated that we will not take any veteran
on methadone.” Gallo promised that any veteran approved for long-term
housing would be drug free.

Katharine.russ@charter.net

It’s all happening at:
Big Jim’s
Family Restaurant
8850 Laurel Cyn Blvd. Sun Valley

Phone: 818-768-0213

Country Western Dancing
& Lessons
Monday 11 am - 3 pm

Dine & Dance

Continued from cover — Solar Energy

Mitchell Schwartz, apoalitica strategist, who hasworked for Villaraigosaon past projects. His
atorney, Stephen Kaufman, treasurer of the‘ Yeson B’ campaign and attorney/treasurer for Vil-
laraigosa told the LA Times he had asked Schwartz, the only Plaintiff, to join the lawsuit. Yet
Kaufman says, “A broad codlition of environmental, labor and health advocates supporting
Propaosition B made the decision to challenge the opposition's ballot argument to ensure that vot-
ersare presented with accurate information about the measure.” Who are these organizations?
Kaufman's client list also includes: Rocky Delgadillo, City Attorney, Eric Garcetti, Council
President, Wendy Greud, Janice Hahn, Jose Huizar, Jan Perry, Bill Rosendahl and Greig Smith,
City Councilmembers who voted to place measure B on the ballot.

Ron Kaye, Chairman of SLAP, one of the defendants, said, “Measure B isa charter reform
measurethat destroysall safeguards againgt corruption and public oversight by giving the Mayor
and City Council the ability to revise the plan at any time, in any way, and channel billions of
dollarsin public money to the specia intereststhat fund their campaigns.”

Chief LegidativeAnadyst, Gerry Miller, asked by Garcetti to contact PA Consulting Group,
who currently hasa5-year contract with the DWR, to providetheir views on aDWP owned solar
rooftop initiative. Their 26-pagereport cited “DWP scritical lack of skillsin strategic planning,
financial analysis, and complex project management.” The report went on to say, “Given the
relatively immature state of thisinitiative, therisk of failure, significant cost overrunsand tech-
nology issuesishigh.” Their report was concealed from the Council by Garcetti until late De-
cember, markedly, after the November vote.

On March 3, voters will decide the merits of wrapping a City Charter Amendment around
asolar energy plan that does not exist and without an environmental review under CEQA de-
spite the fact that its provisions have clear environmental implications.
Katharine.russ@charter.net
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Sun Valley

By Mary Benson

Sun Valley at critical " tipping point” - A mgjor com-
ponent of the Sun Valley Renaissance plan is setting
aside resources to educate the next generation in new
“green collar” and critical vocationd skills. The vision
isaseries of smal campus centersthat are built using a
European style non-traditional campus.

A Sun Valley Company receives award - US
Chamber of Commerce Economic Development Ad-
ministration announced in December, that $2.8 million
has been awarded to Sun Valley Care Development,
Inc. in Sun Valley, to fund construction of anursing and
medical technology training facility in Sun Valey, shar-
ing acampuswith aChristian Community College. In-
stead of creating atraditional closed campus, the plan
callsfor integration of critically needed retail and com-
mercia office space that will furnish avariety of uses
including a bookstore, pharmacy, and medica offices
and can offer “hands on” occupationa training. The
new facility will train at-risk young adults in the Los
Angelesareg, for vocationa positionsin the hedlth care
industry and help meet the region's long term health
care needs. Thisinvestment is part of a$4.05 million
project that will help create 765 jobs and generate $11.5
million in private investment.

The Sun Valley Neighbor hood Council - will also
consider asking for magnet designation for the re-pur-
posed Byrd Middle School Campus on Sheldon Street.

The classrooms, gym, science and library are al being
upgraded. We need apublic-private partnership that will
focus on new “green technologies’ and acareer path that
utilizestechnicd training.

Our youth need areason to stay in high school. The
glaring statistic is that half the students entering high
school are not graduating. They’ ve dropped out along
theway. We need to focus on acurriculum where kids
can choose to get ajob or paid internship after high
school asan aternative entering college. Setting up an
Educational Fund to make this vision aredlity is di-
rectly linked to the cooperation of major recycling
firmsand heavy industry that will benefit from trained
technicians and operators.

Sun Valley is City's gar bage can - Without contri-
butions offered by companies like Waste Management,
Sun Valley will continue to be nothing more than the
City'sgarbage can. At aJanuary 15th community meet-
ing a POLY High Schooal, residents faced off against
Athens Services, another Sun Valey Waste handler op-
erating in Wendy Greud'sCD 2 District. Athenshasre-
fused to even discuss contributing to a community
education fund. Wendy Greuel has not taken a formal
position on whether to advocate for educational fees.
Landfills and waste handlers in Council Districts 12, 7
and 6 who have already agreed to community contribu-
tion fees, are eyeing the refusal with great interest.

Sun Valley’sMervyns purchased by Kohl's- who
announced they intend to start going through the plan-

ning processimmediately to open their gorethere, which
will take about 6 to 8 weeks. Council Office Planning
Deputies are working to expediteit. Kohl's announced
they are going for L.E.E.D, an environmentd certifica
tion, intheir plansto reconfigure the store.

If al goeswell, the re-design and re-construction of
the site will begin in early March. Sun Valey Area
Neighborhood Council (SVANC) is hoping they will
begininterviewing job applicantsin July. The storewill
require astaff of about 125 employees. They aretarget-
ing to open in October, 20009.

Mervyns bankruptcy and subsequent closings could
have been ahuge set back for Sun Valley’srevitaization
plan. The SVANC was concerned with the viability of
the entire Canyon Plaza Shopping Center, located at the
Corner of Roscoe and Laurel Canyon. Mervynswasits
anchor store and major employer in the area. Many of
the employees live in surrounding neighborhoods.

Kohlswill build within the realm of the "Sun Valley
Renaissance" plans which were developed by the Eco-
nomic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley in partner-
ship with the community. While not aformal plan, it
identifies key target areas for development. Kohlswill
be a big plus and the community isthrilled with the en-
vironmental upgradesthey indicate will be madeprior to
their store opening.

Editor’s note: Mary Benson is Vice President of the
SVANC, Director Los Angeles Trails Project and writes
for the NVR.

Advertise in NVR Call (818) 563-1962
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Panorama City

By Tony Wilkinson

Street Gangs - The fact that gangs pose increasing
challenge in the Panorama City areawas underscored
when 16-year-old Jose L uis Moreno was murdered in
broad daylight while walking with friendsin the 8900
block of Colbath Ave., Moreno had no known gang
connections. Moreno was visiting his old neighbor-
hood after his mother had moved the family to Pacific
Palisadesfor safety. Youths shot at him and hisfriends
after asking “Where you from?'

The Mayor's office of Gang Reduction and
Youth Development - (GRY D) has named Panorama
City as one of only two GRY D zones in the San Fer-
nando Valley. The other oneisin Pacoima. The GRY D
Zone will concentrate anti-gang funds in the area.
Fabian Garcia has been named as project manager for
the Panorama City GRY D zone. New Directions for
Youth has been named the prevention contractor for
the zone. An intervention contractor will be named in
January. Police in the zone will gain a Community
Law Enforcement And Recovery (CLEAR) unit this
spring, which will bring eight additional gang officers
along with probation and parole support.

Panorama City local censusheadquarters- The
Census Bureau has|eased the second floor of the Val-
ley Gateway Building at Roscoe and Van Nuys boule-
vards as an early census office. The area covered by
the office is the San Fernando Valley (except Glen-
dale, Burbank, Sherman Oaks and Studio City), Santa
ClaritaValley, Antelope Valley, SantaMonica, Malibu
and Pacific Palisades. Other officeswill open later in
Woodland Hills and Santa Clarita.

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has created a special
officeto help assure afull count in hard-to-reach com-
munities like Panorama City. Norma Vega, formerly
the Mayor's representative in the East Valley, heads
the new city census effort.

The Census Bureau will be hiring between 700
and 800 people in February to help with a physical
housing unit enumeration that beginsin March. Those
interested should call the Census Jobs Hot Line (866-
861-2010). Enter your ZIP code to be connected with

COMMUNITY NEWS

the local office. You will receive a testing appoint-
ment at afacility near your home.

Michael Carpenter, the recruiting manager, issued
a special invitation to all neighborhood councils to
help promote census job opportunities. If you would
like for him to be a guest speaker for your organiza-
tion, call 818-672-0143

LADWP application for grant - The Los Ange-
les Department of Water and Power (LADWP) has
applied for a $3.5 million project on the Woodman
Avenue median between Lanark and Saticoy streets.
The project would create a permeabl e strip to capture
rainwater runoff. It would replace existing trees and
asphalt with permeable soil, native Sycamores, and
other native plants. Panorama City Neighborhood
Council (PCNC) stakeholders originally suggested
the demonstration project at their meeting. The PCNC
Land Use committee has recommended that the
Board support the project.

Police station boundaries changed - On Sunday,
January 4, the area of South Panorama City, between
Roscoe Boulevard and the railroad tracks, was reas-
signed from the Van Nuys Area Station to Mission
Area station. This now unites Panorama City under a
one police Station. Areaswest of the 405 Freeway that
were served by Mission upon it’s opening about three
years ago has been returned to the Devonshire Sta-
tion, and Mission gained Arletafrom the Foothill Area
Station. Foothill gained the balance of Sun Valley
from the North Hollywood Area Station. Thisisthe
result of the opening of two new stations in the San
Fernando Valley.

LAPD’s Captain Villegas promoted to Com-
mander - After serving very successfully for two and
a half years at Mission Area Station, Commanding
Officer, Captain Jorge Villegas, has been promoted to
Commander and he will be joining the Command
staff in the Operations Bureau-ValleyDivision
(OBVD), which is headed by Deputy Chief Michel
Moore. Both OBVB and Traffic Bureau are located
in Panorama City.

Pacoima

By Maurice Pichon

A Candidate Forum will be held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 19, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, at the Pacoima
Community Center, 11243 Glenoaks Blvd., Pacoima.
It's being sponsored by the Leader-to-L eader African-
American Community Empowerment Think Tank
(LLAACETT, pronounced "LACET") at the Pacoima
Community Center located at 11243 Glenoaks Blvd.,
Pacoima. This candidates forum will focus on the up-
coming March 3, L.A.City Primary elections for the
office of Mayor, City Attorney, Controller, Coun-
cilmember (7th district), Community College Board
of Trustees, and the five City-Wide Ballot Measures.
All community members are welcomed to attend and
hear "where" these candidates stand on important is-
sues. Members of the community will be alowed to
submit questions through the forum's moderator to the
candidates at this event.

LLAACETT isthe only African-American Think
Tank located in the San Fernando Valley. It's godl is
providing aforum through which African-Americans
residing in the San Fernando Valley and its extended
communities can address new and challenging issues
within the areas of Education, Health, Economic De-
velopment and Politics. Visit lacet@earthlink.net for
more information.

The 41st Pacoima Christmas Par ade sponsored
by the Pacoima Chamber of Commerce was held on
Saturday, December 6. Community Activist, Mineola
Vaults Newman, Co-Founder of the Pacoima Neigh-
borhood Council and active in numerous organiza-
tions and activities, was honored as Honorary Grand
Marshal. This year they named as Grand Marshals,
those they consider heroes: The men and women of
the L.A. City Fire Dept; L.A. County Fire Dept; An-
geles National Forest Fire Service; Burbank Fire
Dept; Glendale Fire Dept; Cal-Fire; City and County
of Ventura, plusall the mutual aid agenciesfrom Long
Beach to Northern Californiato Quebec who also re-
sponded to fight the Marek, Sayre and Sesnon Fires
were honored.

Arleta

By Al Piantanida

Arleta High School — On Saturday, January 17, their 25 member Cheerleading
Team, a ong with three Coaches, won the First Place Trophy in cheerleading com-
petition, and also captured the “ Outstanding Showmanship” award. The event was
hosted by Culver City High School, also amember of the large varsity division of

the LAUSD, which is made up of ten teams.

The Mustangs Varsity Foothball Team - Captured the Invitational Title by
defeating Franklin High School 31-8 in the city section invitational Division final
at East LosAngeles College. The Mustangs finished the season with at 14-0 record
and brought home the new high school’sfirst championship title in any sport. It was
atotal effort lead by Head Coach Jeff Engilman and his dedicated staff and out-

standing team members.

BusinessWatch- Plansare in process to establish a business watch program in
Arleta in coordination with the LAPD, Council District Six, and ICON, a non-
profit corporation. All businesses are invited to become involved by calling 818-

897-9122 for further information.

Spider Veins

Covered By Most Insurance Plans / Medicare

Varicose Veins

Did you know varicose veins treatments can

be covered with your insurance?
Maybe it’s time to learn more...

C Free Consultation ($150.00 value) )

Santa Monica Vein Center
@ St. John's Medical Plaza
1301 20th Street, Suite 240. Santa Monica, CA 90404
Tel:(310) 998-5533 Fax:(310) 998-5530
www.santamonicaveincenter.com
Call now for a consultation with our Board Certified Surgeon
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Fire Fighters in North Valley Wild Fires Honored

Fire Fighters (picture above) were honored last
month for their outstanding efforts during the Sayer
and Marek Wildfires. Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor, Zev Yaroslavsky, sponsored a BBQ luncheon
that was prepared and served by the Outback Restau-
rant in Northridge and took placein El Cariso County
Park last month. Community members, including
Senior Citizens from the park’s Community Center,
assisted him and were very gracious hosts.
Yaroslavasky also recognized Fire Fighting compa-

nies from outside L.A. County and city, who who
also reponsed as membersof the“Mutual Aid Agree-
ment” and were not able to be attend.They aso re-
ceived abig “Thank You” during his presentation to
recipients for their “valiant effort and outstanding
performance during last fall's wildfires. He an-
nounced that he was also speaking on behalf of Su-
pervisor Michael Antonvich, who represents the
Marek Fire area but was not able to attend.

Sunland-Tujunga

Congratulationsto our "Best Of" Business Awards!

By Cindy Cleghorn

Each of the following businesses were recognized by
STNC and Councilwoman Wendy Greuel at the Jan-
uary 14 STNC meeting.

Best Of Sunland Tujunga 2008 Winners:

BEST RESTAURANT - Joselitos West
BEST SUPERMARKET - Von's

BEST FAST FOOD - In and Out Burgers
BEST RETAIL CLOTHING - Rio's

BEST SCHOOL - Verdugo Hills High School
BEST ENTERTAINMENT - Arnie's Cafe
BEST CAFE - Wired Cafe

BEST COMMUNITY SUPPORTER
- C&M Printing

BEST COMMUNITY GROUP
- Little Landers/Bolton Hall

BEST POST OFFICE - Tujunga
(won by just ONE vote)

11. BEST DELIVERY OF PARCELS- UPS
12. BEST FOOD DELIVERY - PizzaHut
13. BEST STOREFRONT - Kathy's Creations

14. BEST OVERALL BUSINESS- Threeway tie:
Do It Center, Merithews and Jason's Honda

© oOoNoUk~WNE

=
©

Land Use Committee News: Ten years ago the
Angeles National Golf Club was approved to develop
an 18-hole golf course in the Tujunga Wash area of
Sunland. The City approved the development based
on Conditions and Mitigation Measures in 1998. In
2005 additional conditions were imposed. It is now
time to review the conditions as the ANGC moves
forward to get their final Certificate of Occupancy.
The City has scheduled a public hearing for the pur-
pose of reviewing the conditions. It will be held at
the Marvin Braude Center in Van Nuys on Friday,
February 13, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. You are encouraged
to participate by sending in comments to the City
and/or attending the public hearing. You can also par-
ticipate by attending our STNC Land Use Committee
meetings. The STNC will also submit recommenda-
tions as a result of the various meetings. Visit the
STNC web site at www.stnc.org for more info.

The STNC will host a Candidates Forum on
Wednesday, February 18. Candidates for City Con-
troller, City Attorney, LAUSD District 6 Board Seat
are expected. Thisevent will take place at North Val-
ley Neighborhood City Hall, 7747 Foothill Blvd., Tu-
junga. Thisis an opportunity for you to hear from
the candidates present and become more informed
before voting on March 3, 2009. Info: stnc.org or
818-951-7411.
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Council District 2is on the Move

Councilmember
Wendy Greuel

It is with great excitement
and eagerness that my of-
fice enters 2009 with Dis-
trict Two's business to
conduct. With a new year
upon us, | am absolutely
delighted to have the op-
portunity to serve you by
working arm in arm with
the community to get
thingsdone. Let'sget to work!

First, a subject on the mind of many that we will
certainly work on over the course of the New Yesar isthe
Home Depot property. As most are aware by now,
Home Depot has withdrawn from their proposed de-
velopment and has dropped their lawsuit. They are cur-
rently exploring what to do next with the vacant lot.
According to Home Depot representatives, they intend
on marketing the property to other potential users. My
office has received dozens of suggestions on what the
community believesisthe best fit for this particular lo-

cation and | appreciate each phonecal, |etter, and email
| have received concerning this matter. For the past
severa years, | have said this community has many
needs, including a genera merchandise store, quality
restaurants and movie thesters. Let me assure you that
my office will be working closely with involved par-
tiesto ensure that not only will the new project be con-
sistent with the Foothill Specific Plan, but the
community’s needs and expressed desireswill aso rep-
resent key factors in the decision making process.

Spesking of businessin the North Valley, the forth-
coming year will witness the continuation of our efforts
to revitalize business in Sunland-Tujunga. In thislast
year alone we have made significant strides in pursuit
of thisgoal. | protected and successfully appropriated
a Community Development Block Grant to purchase
old fashion street lighting for the business corridors at
CommerceAve. These businesses, along with al other
businessesin LosAngeles, aso benefited from my 4%
business tax cut, which has hel ped businesses weather
these difficult economic conditions and promote the
creation of new jobsin a soft market.

Finally, understanding the health and vitaity of a
community hinges upon a strong relationship between
the community and their public servants, my office will
continue to plan, develop, and organize local service
projects that aim towards beautifying the area and
demonstrate that North East Valley residents mean busi-
ness when it comes to protecting the character and in-
tegrity of their neighborhoods. My office has
spearheaded a string of successful community related
events, as our recent tree planting attracted scores of
local volunteersfor agreen cause and our Shadow Hills
Chip-A-Thon provided dozens of horses with mi-
crochips that will ensure their safety when lost or dur-
ing an emergency. We plan on building off of these
previous successes by developing even more projects
geared toward reaching the full promise of the North
East Valey. But there is one essential ingredient for
thisto happen.....you!

Please contact my North East Valley Field Office at
818 352-3287 if you have any ideas or if you would
like further information on how to get involved. | ook
forward to hearing from you and have a beautiful and
prosperous 2009!

Ten Tenacious Teens Traveled to DC

Photo courtesy Daisy Ramirez

On Inauguration Day, faculty members Daren McCrary (top left) and
WII Reinhart (top center) share the historic eventswith their fellow
travelers Caroline Gill, Julia Ginter, Seven Guillen, Kevin Maghakian,
Mary Martinez, Rhory McConville, Mekayla Melahouris, Daisy
Ramirez, Katie Ryder and Brittany Wright.

By Kathy Arellano

Mary Martinez hoped to photograph her grandfather’s
prisoner-of-war likeness. Daisy Ramirez wanted to visit
the East Coast. Steven Guillen wanted to mest the pres-
ident he had campaigned so hard for. These and seven
other young people learned about democracy and harsh
westher thisweek in Washington, D.C. wheremorethan
amillion people gathered.

Ten Verdugo HillsHigh School students and two fac-
ulty advisers caught aUnited Airlinesred-eyeflight Fri-
day, January 16, to attend the inauguration of President
Barak Obama, to dance the night away at the Inaugural
Ball, and to participate in a week’s worth of classes
amed at changing the way they think about government.

The group went prepared with cold-weather clothing
and lots of enthusiasm. During one meseting, Socid Stud-
ies Department Chair William Reinhart told students
about his Gore-Tex parka and Socia Studies Teacher
Daren McCrary, sporting a new beard, described the
wool hat he planned to purchase.

“It no longer mattered how cold it was [at the Na-
tiond Mdl],” said Ramirez. “We were thrilled to be a
part of history, [to fedl] the energy of the crowd and hear
thewords of our new leader.”

Thetrip to the capitol isopen to any student in grade
nine through 12 who has a minimum 2.0 average. At-
tendeesraise the money —$2,500 each thisyear —to pay
for the al-inclusive package offered by Close Up — a
nonprofit educational agency created in 1971 and lo-
cated in Washington, D.C. Close Up'sclassesimmerse
theteensin the mechanics of democracy and help teach-
ersget their students excited about government.

“They may arrangefor a[bipartisan] debate on magjor
issues during which the students observe and partici-
pate,” said McCrary. “ Other times, students might attend

speeches and be able to ask questions.”

McCrary and Reinhart have participated in this pro-
gram since 1998, dternating years with other Verdugo
faculty members. They coordinate interested students
and guide them through fundraising. They offer their
support and experience before, during and after thetrip.

“Many of them have had to be very creative this
year,” said McCrary. “In these economic times, there' ve
been family hardships— I know there ve somered strug-
gleswith fundraising.”

Traditionally, advisers plan this trip during Spring
Break. but fdt it was important for the group to attend
the inauguration. The early travel date meant that teens
had fewer monthsto raise funds.

“With the economy the way it is, my parents and |
redlly had to work to get the money,” said 12th grader
CarolineGill. “I'm still doing stuff around the house [to
pay them back].”

The Close Up organization puts safety first and has
excellent practices in place to ensure the well-being of
their guests. Reinhart and McCrary pay close atention to
the safety and security needs of their charges, too.

“We venever logt akid and we ve never brought back
any extras,” said McCrary. “We both have families —
we're conscious of the safety aspect every step of the
way. To learn more about Close Up, vist
www.closeup.org.

* For 10% Discount on your food - Bring this ad.

WE ARE FREE!

Want a FREE

Subscription to NVR?

Help us to keep our costs down -

Send 6 ea9 x12

Self-Addressed Envelopes
stamped with $1.20 ea and mail to:
North Valley Reporter,

PO. Box 674,Tujunga, CA 91043

We will notify you when it's time to replenish
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
InformNVR@aol.com FREE!

Panorama City

Shareyour eventswith your neighborsthrough:

Arl - Arleta, G.H. - Granada Hills, K.C. - Kagel Canx/?n, LA - LosAngeles,
LVT - Lake View Terrace, LTC - LaTunaCanyon, iss

NR - Northridge, NVCH - North Valley City Hall, Pac - Pacoima, S-T -
Sunland-Tujunga, S.V.- Sun Valley, Syl - Sylmar, V.N. - Van Nuys, PC -

.H. - Mission Hills,

MHNC Board/Land Use
LAPD Mission Station
1121 Sepulveda, MH
6 pm

Wednesday Feb. 11

Saturday, Feb.14 MHNC Beauti. & Cult. Com

Please support your NVR Advertisers so we can support you.

Sunday, Feb. 1

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Feb. 2

City Attorney Forum
15725 Parthenia
7-9pm
6:30 pm

SNC, Public Serv.
Sylmar Park
13109 Bordon, Syl
6:30 pm 367-6102

STNC LUC Commit
North Valey City Hall
7747 Foothill ST
7 pm 951-7411

Tuesday, Feb. 3

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Angeles Golf Cour seflw
STNC/FTDNC Meseting
North Valley City Hall
7747 Foothill, ST, Rm 104
12 pm

MHNC Safety Comm
16161 Sepulveda, MH
7 pm 892-2414

Wednesday, Feb. 4

NHWNC Gen Mest.
Holy Martyers Aremen. Sch.
1667 Parthenia, NH
7pm

Thursday, Feb. 5

PCNC Land Use

Mission Community Hospital

14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 894-7841

Friday, Feb. 6

Star Party
L ower Hansen Dam Park
Dronfield & Osborne
6:30 am —8:30 pm 767-8677

State Senate Hearing

M obile/Manufactures Homes

Mission College
11356 Elderidge, Syl
11 am—-2:30

Saturday, February 7

Friends of GH Library
10640 Petit, GH
10:30 am 368-5689

STA Bake Sale
Wired Café
10045 Commerce, ST
8 am-11:30 am 353-9143

Free Foreclousure Counseling
MEND Center,
10641 San Fernando, Pac.
9amtolpm

“Momentum” Benefit
Dance Performance
Performing Art Theater
CSUN 1911 Nordhoff, Nrdg
8 pm Gen. $35 Students

MHNC Youth Outreach
10161 Sepulveda Blvd.
4pm 892-2412

Sunday, Feb. 8

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Feb. 9

PCNC Outreach
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 714-2133

SNC Land Use Com
Sylmar Park
10319 Bordon, Syl
6:30 pm

MHNC Zoning & Land Use
10161 Sepulveda,. MH.
6:30 pm

Tuesday, Feb. 10

PCNC Commerce
Wells Fargo Bank
8548 Van NuysBlvd., PC
2:30 pm 714-2133

SVANC Gen Mest
10631 Vinedale, SV
6:30

SNC Outreach Com.
Sylmar Park
13109 Bordon, Syl
6:30 pm

Rotary Club
Coco's Restaurant
10521 Sunland, ST
7 pm 951-5299

STNC Gen, Mesting.
Mount Gleason Mdl. Sch.
Mt. Gleason, ST
7pm 951-7411

PCNC-Commerce Com
WEells Fargo Bank
8548 Van Nuys, PC
2: pm

Sylmar Woman's Club
Odyssey Restaurant
15600 Odyssey GH
11:30 am

FTDNC Equest. Meet.
9747 Wheatland, SH
7pm

Thursday, Feb. 12

Lincoln’s Birthday

FTDNC Exec,/Gen Meet.
9747 Whesatland, SH
7:30 pm

N. HillsWest NC Gen. Meet.
Sepulveda VA

16111 Plummer Bg22 N.H.ills

7 pm 893-8613

Foothill Comm. Police
Adisory Board (CPAB)
VillaScalabrini Retire. Home
10631 Vinedale, SV
6 pm 756-8866

Granada HillsNorth NC
1st Baptist Church of GH
11011 Hayvenhurst, GH

Friday, Feb. 13

Public Hearing
Angeles Nat'| Golf Course
M. Braude Service Center
6262 Van Nuys, It floor, VN
1pm

10161 Sepulveda.. MH.

Happy :
. Valentine's Day 6:30 pmWednesday, Dec. 17

) Rotary Club

Careof Calif. Oak Trees Coco's Restaurant
By Gary Knowlton 10521 Sunland, ST
Little Landers Historical Soc. 7 951n§2n9§
Bolton Hall pm ]

11010 Commer, ST

1pm
Sunday, Feb. 15

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST

PacoimaNC Gen. Mest.
Pacoima Comm. Center
11243 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

Docent Tours No .HillsWest NC
14 pm 352-3420 ‘Sepulvedava
16111 M , N. Hill
Elks Famous Omelete Bar 7pm 89?2%2? e
S-T Elks Lodge #2098
10137 Commerce, ST Wednesday, Feb. 18
7$ 9 am-12 pm 352-2098 Mission CPAB

Mission Police Station

Monday, Feb. 16 11121 Sepulveda, MH

Presidents Day 6:30 pm
STNC/LUC Comm [
North Valley City Hall Casn1(_jl{|dcat7(i)|r:norum
7747 Foothilss, ST 7747 Foothill
7 pm 951-7411
Thursday, Feb. 19
Tuesday, Feb. 17 -
. . - - PCNC Safety Com,
Public Hearing /Zoning Admin Plazadd Valle
Re: Veterans Admin. Proposal 8614 Van Nuys #BPC
Marvin Braude Center 5:30 pm
6262 Van Nuys, VN
9 am 894-7425 STNC Safety Comm.
. . . NV City Hall
Community Police Advisory 7747 |I:tgothi|| ST
Board (CPAB) 6 pm 951-7411
11121 Sepulveda, MH
8:30 pm ST SERVS
NV City Hall

PCNC Rules & Finance
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
5:30 & 6:45 pm 714-2133

7747 Foothill ST
6:45 pm 563-1962

STNC Outreach Comm.
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, ST
7:30 pm 951-7411

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST

Docent Tours Friday, Feb 20
1-4 pm 352-3420 - :
ZoneHearing Variance
Neighborhood Watch Sepuvelda Veterans Admin
NV City Hall 8262 Van Nuys,
7747 Foothill, St am
7 pm 756-7766

NEXTSTEP

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALISTS

Child Advocacy
Behavior Management
Academic Counseling

Behavior Therapy
Tutoring

PAUL ARMBRUSTER

Former Public School Administrator

818.425.9172
next.step.1@hotmail.com

Jim Summers, Realtor, CIPS
Direct: (818) 363-7955 o Cell: (818) 321-6259
jimsummers@realtor.com

“Serving Granada Hills and beyond...”

Property Listings:
www.JimSummers.com
(Newest Listing here, Market Trends, Community info)

GH Residential Properties:
www.GranadaHillsEstates.com
(Search the entire SoCal area for Lisfings)

GH Community Websites:

www.GranadaHillsAlliance.org, www.0GHRG.org,

www.GHSNC.org, www.GHNNC.org
www.GranadaChamber.com, www.RealtorRescues.org

Equestrian Estates:
www.HorsePropertyUSA.com

International Properties:

Sweden, Norway, Monaco, New Zealand,
Panama, Costa Rica, Ausiralia, UK, laly
www.JimSummers.com

Mountain & Vacation Properties:
Big Bear, Lake Arrowhead, Hawaii

www.EscapeToBigBear.com




January 2009 NORTH VALLEY REPORTER Page 9
Saturday, Feb. 21 MHNC Senior Com. Bolton Hall Museum Elks Famous Omelete Bar
PCNC Health Fair 10161 Sepulveda. MH. Presents “Horsin’ Around” ST Elks Lodge #2098
6:30 pm 10110 Commerce, ST 10137 Commerce, ST
RazaDél valle Docent T 7$ 9 am-12 pm 352-2098
8600 Van Nuys Blvd., PC sundav. Mar. 1 ocent Tours oo $ 9am-12 pm 352-
10am - 4 pm 984-2133 y, Mar. 1-4 pm 352- Sundav. Mar. 22 Thank
Bolton Hall Museum Sundav. M 15 Y, .
Sunday, Feb. 22 Presents “Horsin’ Around” naay, Mar. Bolton Hall Museum
: e O 10110 Commerce, ST Bolton Hall Museum Presents “Horsin’ Around”
Washington’s Birthday Docent Tours Presents “Horsin’ Around” 10110 Commerce, ST YO u FO r
1-4 pm 352-3420 10110 Commerce, ST Docent Tours
Docent Tours 1-4 pm 352-3420
Monday, Feb. 23 Tuesdayu, Mar. 3 1-4 pm 352-3420

GHNNC Board Mest.
Van Gogh Elem. School;
17160 Van Gogh . GH
6:30 pm

PCNC Public Safety
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 984-2133

SNC Gen. Mext.
Hubbard St. Elementary
13325 Hubbard, Syl
6:30—9:30pm

Wednesday, Feb. 25

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Thursday, Mar. 5

PCNC Land Use
Mission Community Hospital
14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 894-7841

Sunday, Mar. 8

MHNC Senior Outreach
10161 Sepulveda, MH.
11am

MHNC Outreach/Youth Com.
10161 Sepulveda, MH.
7pm

Mixer
Pacoima Chamber of Comm.
12653 Oshorne, Pac
Rocky’s Restaurant
6:30 pm

STNC Exec. Committee
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S T
7 pm 951-7411

Thursday, Feb. 26

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Mar. 9

Panorama City NC

Mission Community Hospital
14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 785-9355

SNC Gen. Mest.

Sylmar Elementary School
12319 Phillippin Syl
6:30—9:30pm

PCNC Outreach
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 714-2133

SNC Land Use Com
13515 _ Hubbard, Syl
6:30 pm

MHNC Zoning & Land Use
10161 Sepulveda,. MH.
6:30 pm

Tuesday, Mar. 10

PCNC Commerce
WEells Fargo Bank
8548 Van Nuys Blvd., PC
2:30 pm 714-2133

Tuesday, Mar. 17

Monday, Mar. 23

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Horsin’ Around”
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

PCNC Rules & Finance
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
5:30 & 6:45 pm 714-2133

PCNC Public Safety
PCNC Office (4th FHoor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 984-2133

Tuesday, Mar. 24

Bolton Hall Museum

Presents “Horsin’ Around”

10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Supporting
our

Advertisers

\oted Best Take Out 2008 by Daily News

Va
PAINTING
818-951-1181

Residential / Commercial / Interior / Exterior
LIC# 510600
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COMMUNITY NEWS
You Should Know ......

Safety issues regarding Mobile/Manufactured
Homes will be heard by the California Senate Se-
lect Committee, which will be meeting in Sylmar,
Friday, February 6. Thisisthe result of the massive
destruction of Mobile Homes caused by the Wild
Fires in the North San Fernando Valley in October
of last year. The hearing will include participation
from law enforcement and fire protection authori-
ties, the Mobile Home park industry, and home-
owners. They will be addressing annual inspection
and the testing of Fire Hydrants, emergency plans
for apark system to locate disabled and elderly oc-
cupants, and also increasing exits from the Parks.
Glenn Bell, President of a mobile home advocacy
group, Neighborhood Friends, is encouraging
homeowners to attend this meeting and let their
voices be heard by giving their input. It's being held
at Mission College, 13356 Eldridge St., Sylmar,
from 11:00 am — 2:30 pm. They can also call John
Tennyson, or Stephanie Reed, at 916-651-1517,
prior to meeting date to express their views.

Sepulveda Veterans Administration Zone
Variance and site plan review hearing will take
place on Friday, February 20, at the Marvin Braude
Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd. at 9 am

Lopez Canyon Truck School’s Mitigated Neg-
ative Declaration, (MND) has been issued by the
L.A. City Public Works Dept., dated January 15,
2009.1t has a 60 day review period. Interested par-
ties must send their comments to
Wayne.Tsuda@lalcity.org or christine.cart@ci-
wmba.ca.gov. Several organizations involved will
be requesting an extension because they want more
time for public review.

A Veterinarian Tax may be on the horizon.
The State of Californiais looking into initiating a
9% Sales tax on all Veterinary Services, including
medicine, in order to generate more funds to help
balance the budget. However, opponents such as
community activist Mary Benson of Sun Valley,
who isan animal advocate, says, “1 wonder why the
veterinarian profession was singled out? Isthisisa
sign of things to come and will other professions
such as Accountants, MD’s.” Dentists, etc., be
next?’ She and other opponents to such a proposal
also believe it trivializes the role of Veterinarians
whose training and licensing, which is as rigorous
as Medical Doctors who care for people, are being
treated unfairly. They are also concerned that the
increased cost of surgeries, neutering and general
health care of animals will be neglected due to the
decline in the economy. No other information is
available at thistime. Interested parties should call
the Governor’s Office at 916-445-2841

Free foreclosure counseling is being offered.
The Los Angeles County Neighbor Works Center
for Foreclosure Solution is offering confidential
foreclosure prevention counseling at No Charge.
The date is Saturday, February 7, from 9:00 am —
1:00 pm at the MEND Center, 10641 San Fernando
Rd., Pacoima. Bring your mortgage statement and
monthly budget. HUD certified counselors and se-
lect lenders will be on hand to assist with loss mit-
igation, fraud identification and prevention, credit
recovery and budgeting. The session is open to the
public. For more information, call 888-895-2647.

Freetax serviceisbeing provided — by AARP
Certified Tax-Aide Volunteers for Seniors 60 and
older and they are also including middle and low-in-
come persons. Membership is not required. Bring
last years income tax return, Social Security Card,
all income documents, W-2's, 1099's, interest, div-
idend, brokerage statements, 2008 property tax bill
and any other documents showing income. Ap-
pointments will be taken for service at the Sunland
Senior Center at 8640 Fenwick Ave., Tuesdays 9:00
am — 12:00 pm, Call 818-353-9571 for appoint-
ment, or information regarding other locations
closer to you.

How to care for your Oak Tree. Well-known
arborist, Gary Knowlton, will give avery informa-
tive lecture on the planting and care of native Cali-
fornia Oak Trees. Hewill discusstree careincluding
signs of disease, pruning, watering and the areain-
side the drip line. Also, laws governing native oaks
will be discussed. Thisfree program is presented by
Little Landers Historical Society and will take place
at Bolton Hall at 10110 Commerce Ave., Tujunga,
Saturday, February 14, at 1:00 pm.

LosAngeles City Public Libraries Website of -
fersnew free Onlineresources. Library cardhold-
ers can now access its’ new resources and free
content online 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
They include a large and growing collection of
videos, music, audio books, lectures and other audio
and video content that can be downloaded for free
and viewed on computer, MP3 players or Laptops.
To see avideo tutorial about the Library'sonlinere-
sources visit http://inside.lapl.org/training/camta-
sia/OnlineResources or www.LAPL .org

NVR 1/09
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What the New Year Brings

Captain Joe Curreri
Commanding COfficer,

Foothill Area

Los Angeles Police Department

With the New Year comes opportunity and change. We have
an opportunity to make this year an even safer one for every-
one who lives, works or visits the Foothill Area. We, on the
Los Angeles Police Department, are committed to work dili-
gently to keep the Foothill Area, arguably, the safest Geo-
graphic Area within the Los Angeles Police Department
(LAPD), but we cannot reach that goal without the partnership of our business and
residential community members. | urge everyone to become an active member of
Neighborhood or Business Watch. Through these programs you will learn about emerg-
ing crime trends to better enable you to protect yourselves, your loved ones and your
property. You will also have closer access to the officers who patrol the streets where
you live and/or work.

The New Year also brings changes in Area boundaries within Operations-Valley
Bureau and personnel changes aswell. On January 4, the new TopangaArea opened
its doors under the command of Captain John Sherman. With the opening of Topanga
Area, the boundaries of all LAPD Areas have changed. Foothill Area has transferred
al of its territory west of the Golden State Freeway to Mission Area. In return,
Foothill Areahas acquired the remainder of the Sun Valley Area, which had previously
been part of the LAPD’s North Hollywood Area.

Please make note of the changesin our Basic Car numbers. They are asfollows:

16A11 (Formerly 16A37) SLO John Walker

(818) 634-0652

16A35 (Formerly 16A65) SLO Larry Martinez
(818) 634-0705

16A59 (Formerly 16A89) SLO Richard Wall
(818) 634-074

16A23 (Formerly 16A53) SLO AdrianaMungia
(818) 634-0685

16A77 (Formerly 16A97) SLO Michelle Rodriguez (818) 634-0755
16A81 (Formerly 15A03) SLO Ester Vasquez (818) 634-0854

There will also be a change within the command of Operations-Valley Bureau, as
Commander Jerry Szymanski will retire on January 31.

The opportunities and changes brought on by the New Year will be an exciting chal-
lenge for us dl. | look forward to working in partnership with al the various Foothill
communitiesto makeit our safest year yet.

Urgent Recall Notice

PUBLIC SAFETY
Eye on Public Safety

By Nina Royal

Wild animals have been displaced by Wildfires - Megan Cottier,
Field Deputy for Councilmember Greig Smith, issued arecent warn-
ing regarding wild animals displaced by the Wildfires. The San Fer-
nando Valley wildfires have burned over 20,000 acres, removing the
natural home of many wild animals. Coyotes and other wild animals
are now seeking food and water in foothill neighborhoods close to the
burn areas.

Coyotes, racoons, skunks and other wild animals generally avoid
people. However, pets should be kept indoors after dark. Never leave
dog or cat food outside because it attracts these and other wild animals.
Do not touch or attempt to feed or capture wild animals. The Depart-
ment of Animal Services advises residents to leave them alone unless
the animal s appear injured, sick or aggressive. In that case, report them
to the East Valley Animal Shelter, at 888-452-7381. Or, you can call
311 in LosAngeles for another shelter that may be closest to you .

LosAngeles City isRecruiting Volunteersfor its Crisis Response
Team - Also known as CRT, the trained volunteers performed hero-
ically during the train crash in Chatsworth and the San Fernando Val-
ley Wildfires. They are called out at the request of either the Police or
Fire Department—sometimes both. Some of the servicesthey provide
are immediate on-scene crises intervention, attendance to the victims'
comfort needs, and they act as liaisons between victims and emergency
personnel and more.

New CRT member training will begin on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings starting January 27 through March 12, at the LAPD Academy
in Westchester. Call 213-978-0697 for further information, or email
LACRT @lacity.org.

Traffic Alert in Mission Hills — Persons driving through Mission
Hillsarein for asurprise. Councilmember Richard Alarcon, along with
members of the Mission Hills Neighborhood Council, participated in
turning on the switch for a newly installed traffic signal at the cornor
of Brand Blvd. and Arleta St. on Thursday, January 22. Brand Blvd. is
used as a shortcut between Sylmar and Mission Hills and has had more
than its share of accidents. Community activist, Joe Pinoy Lozano, who
was advocating for the project, was ecstatic and eager to cross the street
with the signal for the first time.

This notice was received from Linda Under-
wood, Webmaster for the L.A. City Fire De-
partment Disaster Preparedness Unit's
“Community Emergency Response Team”
(CERT) She urges everyone to check their
“emergency supplies’ for apossible Salmonella
contaminated product of Peanut Butter packaged
in 1 oz. and 2 oz. Squeeze Packets. A Class|
Recall notice has been issued for the ready to eat
(MRE) meal from Boca Grande Foods. The po-
tentially Salmonella contaminated peanut-based
product was supplied to SOPACCO, Inc. and in-

cluded in certain cases of Sure-Pak 12 Medls,
pictured above. This type of MRE's are com-
monly found among supplies stored or carried
by Disaster Response Team Membersand isalso
used by the general public.

Lot numbers possibly affected are 8261,
8278,8 285, 8287, and 8294. 8320, 8322, 8330,
8350, 8357, 8358, 9003, 9012 visit: www.cert-
lacom or http://www.fda.gov/oc/po/firmre-
cals/bocagrande01_09.htmfor more information.

THANK
YOU
TO OUR
ADVERTISERS
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Solar Energy: A Better, Cheaper, Faster Way

By Ron Kaye

A decade ago, S. David Freeman,
then general manager of the Depart-
ment of Water and Power (DWP),
began spending millions  of
ratepayer dollars on amassive pub-
lic relations campaign to promote
his solar energy initiative.

Millions more were given away to every City Coun-
cil member’sfavorite community groups with the same
supposed god: Channel 100 megawatts of solar power
into LosAngeles by 2010.

Fast-forward to today and what do we have? Free-
man's legacy of the scandal over the PR contracts he
started, with exactly 12 megawatts of solar energy in
L.A. with but one year to go.

Therearealot of reasonsfor thefailure. And thefault
lieswith Freeman and his successorsin running the DWP.

What makes it so outrageous is that the mayor and
City Council have put Measure B on the March 3 ballot
to give the DWP amonopoly on owning, installing and
maintaining rooftop solar units on government, com-
mercial and industrial buildings with the goal of gener-
aing 400 megawatts of eectricity within fiveyears. And
what's moreincredible isthat the mayor and the specid
interests that back Measure B and stand to reap billions
of dallarsin profits from it cite Freeman, asif he were
Saint David, as one of the architects of this scheme.

What Measure B is about, and what Freeman was,
and still isabout, is protecting the DWP's monopoly on
power generationin L.A. Thisseemsto remain the case,

even though opening up the renewable energy program
to private enterprise would provide the city with more
electricity from clean, non-polluting sources faster,
cheaper and better than what's proposed. Here are some
prime examples:

The DWP and its powerful union, IBEW Local 18,
opposed solar energy so strongly that they did their best
to keep the program, giving 30 percent subsidiesto home
owners, tightly limited and barred solar companiesfrom
offering to ingtall solar units at their own cost; and split
the revenue from power generation with the home
owner. It'scalled third-party ownership andthefeetothe
homeowner is called afeed-in tariff. While DWP does-
n't alow that, it'sbeing used dl over the Sate.

In the San Francisco Bay area, agroup of community
activists got together and formed a buyers' collective
group caled One Block Off The Grid (http://1bog.org).

What they did isto educate homeownerson solar en-
ergy and then get groups of them together and invite
solar companiesto bid. They negotiated a group dedl at
the lowest prices, got dozens of people to go solar and
saved thousands of dollars.

And for those who couldn't afford the upfront in-
vestment, they negotiated group deals for solar compa-
niesto pay the full cost of the units. The companies got
the subsidies and provided feed-in tariffs to the home-
owners. But notin L.A.

The campaign against Measure B
(http:/Amww.votenomeasureb.com) is now working with
One Block Off The Grid, and there will be an an-
nouncement in early February that the buyers’ collection

iscoming to LosAngelesto help more peopleto aquire
solar energy at the best price. Were that to happen, the
DWPwould beforced to give up itsmonopoly and alow
third-party ownership. The irony is that Measure B
makes the DWPthe third-party owner of all mgjor solar
ingtalationsin L.A. And that's one of the worst things
about Measure B, eveniif you believe we haveto go solar
no matter how high rates go, no matter how much graft
and corruption it alowsto occur.

If the goa wassmply get the most solar energy at the
best price in the fastest time, City Hall would scrap
Measure B and order the DWPto conduct redl studieson
technology and costs. They would alow community
groupsto discussit and raise the public's consciousness
about the need to conserve water and power and landfill
gpace and lead more environmentally sensitive lives.

Then, they could let private industry compete on
equa terms with the DWP on price and quality and in-
duce more individuals and companies to go solar. But
that isn't thegod. The god isto preserve the DWPsmo-
nopoly no matter what it costs the public, and to channel
contractsto the specid intereststhat keep our elected of -
ficidsin office.

All I am saying is give the public a break, give free
enterprise a chance. Let's regp the benefits of clean en-
ergy and clean government. Defeat Measure B and we
can have both.

EditorsNote: Ron Kayeisthe former Editor of the Daily
New and Chairman of the Saving LA Projectt
www.RonKayelLA.com

What is it all About?

By Robert Barbera

Aschairman of Americanism
Educational League | am
often asked this question: “
what isAEL al about”? My
mentor and predecessor here
at AEL, Mr. Gerry Sheppard,
was motivated by a tremen-
dous drive to do whatever
possible to encourage young
people to become excellent
students. Teaching students about America's history and
values has always been our main goal, but we also be-
lieve that in the process of doing that we help the stu-
dents achieve excellence, not only in school but in their
own livesaswell.

All of our programs encourage studentsto meet var-
ious challenges, whether it isresearching an essay topic,
writing reviews of our videos, excelling in debate or
mastering investigative journalism. | have had thejoy of
seeing the work-product of our participants. They are
al quality students who followed instructions, re-
searched topics, showed initiative, and made excellent
presentations.

Many of the students delved into topics with little
prior information.. They thanked usfor challenging them
in areas so they became more acquainted with thetopic.
As a consegquence we not only reward the winners we
aso provideincentive for thousands of studentsto read,
think and learn. Thisisthe core of good citizenship.

We cover grade school, high school and college/uni-
versity students with our programs. The participating

students will be the leaders of the next generation. We
help ensure that future statesmen, entrepreneurs, schol-
ars and public servants are equipped with the knowl-
edge of what made America grest.
| am inspired by our success. We have seen a past

winners of our essay contest have their children and/or
students participate in recent contests. | am amused to
see our college journalism contestants cover the same
issues| witnessed while attending college. | am thrilled
to witness the debate contestants prepared to speak in-
telligently on both sides of atopic. Our surveys on the
large number of students who watch our videos consis-
tently show that our serviceisavital help to American
history teachers.

So what is AEL about? It's about serving students
and teachers...and by so doing serving America.

Granada Hills

The Annual Holiday Parade sponsored by the Granada Hills Chamber of
Commerce took place on Sunday, December 7. The Route began on
Chatsworth Ave. at Petit and ended at Zelzah Ave. Scouts, picture below, car-
ried a banner depicting for this years theme, “Favorite Holiday Movies’

Photo courtesy Richard Fisk
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Help Save Our Public Transportation

Increases in traffic, population and auto emissions are making our health and quality of life suffer. Thisis
when we need better transit as shown by the passage of Proposition R. Sacramento is working on a budget
that will eliminate state funding for public transit. It will effect not only Los Angeles Metro, but aso mu-
nicipal bus lines, such as San Gabriel Foothill Transit, Santa Monica Big Blue Bus, Long Beach Transit,
etc. Once the budget is passed, it will betoo late to stop cutbacksin service. Thetimeto act isNOW! Please
contact the Metro board members and Sacramento to voice your outrage.

January 2009

Don’t Sell our Veterans Short

| am aveteran. | am anurse. | am aso very aware of the
needs of our veteransfrom the past wars, the current wars,
and the wars in the future. Don't sell our veterans short in
search of profit. They earned the very best care for the
wounds they have suffered, both mental and physical, in
defense of our country. Keep Sepulveda VA for Veterans.

Captain Margaret C. Henrich, Retired
USAF Nurse Corps 1960-1966
Northridge

Donna Gooley
Valley Village, CA

On Feb 4, there will be apublic input hearing at 6:30 pm in the Marvin Braude Constituent Center, 6262
Van Nuys Blvd, V.N., regarding buslines 794 and 724.

Thank You!

| want to thank everyonefor your very generous donationsfor Holiday
projects. | have been blessed with support from family, friends, business
associates, community groups, and the council office who helped meto
bring joy to those in need in Arleta and neighboring communities.
You hel ped to makeit possible to have Christmas parties and eventsfor
needy children of dl ages, senior groups, veterans, the homel essand many

unfortunate families.

You aso helped support the LAPD’s Foothill and Mission Stations,
LAFD Station No. 7, and ArletaHigh School’s Toy Drivesthat brought joy
to many children.

Together, we hel ped donate over 10,000 toys and stocking stuffers, in-
cluding food and clothing for many needy persons during the holiday sea-
son. God Blessyou dll.

Al Piantanida
Arleta

www.ronkayela.com

Nancy M. Norris
Granada Hills

Stop Measure B

Please try to get the word out to your families, neighbors and friends
regarding how important it is to get out on March 3, to vote No on L.A.
City’s Ballot Measure "B" regarding solar energy.

You can read more about how the City sued Ron Kaye (editor of the
L.A. Daily Newsfor 23 years) and the"Solar 8", who wrote and signed the
opposition statement to Measure "B" for the voters' pamphlet which points
out the fraudulent nature of this ballot measure.

Mayor V. and the L.A. City council were so worried that the truth
would hurt the measure's chances, they sued Ron Kaye, and seven other
ordinary citizens who oppose the measure. The lawsuit was an attempt to
silence and intimidate opponents of the measure. (All paid for by the unions
who keep Mayor V. and hisilk in office.)

Measure "B" is not about promoting solar energy: It is about paying
unions back for supporting the mayor and council. Read more about the
opposition to this measure and the lawsuit, and read the court's decision at

We Don’t Need any “Bail Out!”

In a sneer to al the “doom and Gloom™ people that
seem to be everywhere these days, Sunland-Tujunga
seems to be breaking the mold of conventional “re-
cession/depression” thinking. We have lots to cele-
brate as well.

My community works hard and plays hard. Asfor a
“bail out,” we don't need the Government’shelp. My
community is agood example of what any community

can do if they pull together for a common purpose.”

As a Painting Contractor | know (and feel) the
construction and economy slow down. But | noticed,
just by ignoring all the bad news | have more attention
to focus on my business to keep it going.

Not only are we still celebrating our “David Vs
Goliath” well deserved victory over Home Depot, we
are sponsoring a “Foothill Laff Night. | am inviting

youtojoinmeand my great community on Saturday,
February 7, at 6 pm to enjoy anight of laughs with
“The Comeday Machine' at the Sunland-Tujunga
Elks, 10137 Commerce Ave. in Tujunga

Richard Stewart
President
Sunland-Tujunga-Shadow Hills Rotary Club

Solar Energy: The Right Way

For more than three years and more recently as Pres-
ident of the Department of Water and

Power Board of Commissioners, | fought to end
waste, inefficiency and contracting abusesin the city-
owned utility. | also sought to create a Ratepayer Ad-
vocate to protect the public in the future.

Now we're being asked to give a blank check to
the DWPand City Hall to spend billions of dollarson
the nation'slargest solar energy initiative ever -- apro-
posal that has no planning, no financial analysis, no
engineering study.

Approval of Measure B on the March 3 ballot
would be a costly mistake. It will cost ratepayers
dearly; set back hopes for reducing our dependence
on fossil fuels and provide the specia interests and
politicians with alicense to steal.

| resigned from the DWP Commission in October
right after this measure was introduced without even
being brought to the DWP board, right after my ef-
fortsto bring transparency and accountability by cre-
ating the Ratepayer Advocate were brushed aside.

From my experience as an engineer, businessman
and 30 years as awatchdog on government spending,
| can tell you as a fact, the DWP isn't up to the job
managing a solar energy this big and this important.
As things stand, the DWP just doesn't have the man-
ageria skill and experience to handle a $3.6 billion
solar initiative that's supposed to deliver within five
years more than 30 times as much solar energy asthe
DWP has been ableto deliver in the last 12 years.

Despite its high wages and benefits, the DWP has
avery hard time recruiting and keeping workers and
maintaining existing water and power facilities. Its
management and staff are already overburdened try-
ing to fulfill the Department’s commitment to com-
plete a multi-billion dollar investment to bring those
facilities up to date.

Just 11 months ago, DWP management felt the
best it could do was managing a program to add 20
megawatts of rooftop solar energy to government
buildings. Now, it is being asked to own, install and
maintain a 400-megawatt system on commercial and

industrial buildings as well, plus, oversees a pub-
lic/private solar energy program twice as big.

If past performance is any measure of future suc-
cess, the DWP isn't up to the task of handling this
much money. A wind farm in Utah was financed by
Lehman Bros,, thefailed investment firm, and now the
DWPfaceslosing that project as part of itsrenewable
energy portfolio, or being hit with big cost increases.

Measure B is a blueprint for disaster and the pub-
licwill get thebill. Let's go back to the drawing board
and come up with arenewable energy plan that makes
fiscal sense and common sense. A Plan that will also
protect ratepayers from catastrophic increasesin their
bills and deliver what we all want: A renewable en-
ergy program that we can afford, that iswell planned
and managed, and makes Los Angeles the center of a
thriving clean energy industry.

Nick Patsaouras
Former President
LADWP Board of Commissioners
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THIS & THAT
Mark Seigel — A Good Man

Local businessman honored for
contributions to the community

By Kathy Arellano

You don't have to be an outstanding
woman to gain recognition from a na-
tionally known women’s group — Mark
Seigel is proof of that.

Seigel will receive the Golden Nike
award during the Business and Profes-
sional Women'’s League of Sunland-Tu-
junga’'s (BPW) annual awards dinner on
February 24 at the Sunland-Tujunga
Elk’s Lodge. This award recognizes his
dedicated efforts to empower women as well as his consistent involve-
ment in civic activities.

The BPW, a501(c)(3) nonprofit organization was started in the mid-
50s and was the first research and education institution of national scope
solely dedicated to issuesthat affect working women. According to BPW
Foundation guidelines, their programs, grants and partnerships were de-
signed to positively impact the lives of thousands of women and their
families in communities nationwide.

Seigel hasgiven hisfull support and encouragement to Cindy Cleghorn,
amainstay of the Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council as she grew a
business and became increasingly involved in community politics.

Throughout high school and college, Seigel took part in student gov-
ernment and local issues, but his community ‘calling’ surfaced after he
earned his FCC Amateur Radio License and got involved with Ham Radio.

Hisinterest in communications enabled him to lend his skills to pub-
lic safety and emergency programs, as did his Community Emergency
Response Team certification.

During histime as president of the Pasadena Radio Club, he provided
safety communications for events such as the Rose Parade and the An-
geles Crest 100 Ultra-marathon.

When he moved to Tujunga, he was asked to work with the Sunland-Tu-
junga Town Hall Council. Later, he became the Sunland-Tujunga Neigh-
borhood Council Certification Chairman, helping the group become a
Certified City of LosAngeles Neighborhood Council. Heisaso one of the
city’s seven Certified Independent Elections Administrators, overseeing
Neighborhood Council elections and ensuring the integrity of the process.

Seigel presently holds the STNC board position of Treasurer, but his
involvement hasincluded participation on the Land/Residential Use Com-
mittee, the Bylaws committee, the Budget Committee, and Logistics
Committee. He has also served on the Outreach and Safety Committee.

The BPW isinviting the public to attend his awards dinner on Tuesday,
February 24, 2009 starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Sunland-Tujunga Elks
Lodge, 10137 Commerce Avenue, Tujunga. $25 donation, reservations
arepreferred. For moreinformation, contact Sally Hall at (818) 370-8809.

NAACP Coordinating Waste Collection Day

By Maurice Pichon

The San Fernando Valley Branch of the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) is coordinat-
ing an E-waste collection station in the San
Fernando Valley as part of the civil rights
organization Centennial Green Program.

The California State Conference of
the NAACP has selected February 20,
2009, as the kick-off day for what is
being referred to as the NAACP E-waste
collection program.

Their list of electronics that qualify as
E-waste includes: televisions, computers,
monitors, LCD desktop monitors, |aptop
computers with LCD displays, LCD tele-
visions, Plasmatelevisions, portable DVD
players with LCD screens, Halogen Light
Bulbs, FAX Machines, cell-phones and

items with Cathode Ray Tubes (CRT’s).
CRT’s are found in virtually every home
and officein the country. These CRT’s con-
tain two to ten pounds of lead, which isa
known toxic substance and can not be dis-
posed of in landfills. Thisisan opportunity
for everyone to remove those aforemen-
tioned items, along with other E-waste ob-
jects from your home, garage and other
storage areas on your property.

The collection site will be set-up by the
NAACPin the Encino Market Parking Lot,
at 17400 Victory Blvd., Encino, (at theinter-
section of Victory and White Ogk St.), on
February 21, 2009, from 9:00 amnto 3:00 pm.

All Residents of the San Fernando Val-
ley are invited to drop-off all their un-
wanted household electronic equipment
(E-waste) to be recycled and/or disposed
properly, at no charge.

Come Laugh with Us!

By Richard Stewart

Everyone needs a good laugh to help eliminate stress especially during
these trying times. The * Foothill Community Laff Night” offers an oppor-
tunity to have a good time while helping to sponsor LAPD’s up coming
“Baker to Vegas Relay Run.” The proceeds of thisevent will also help pur-
chase running suits for our local Police Officers.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 7, starting at 6:30 pm. For
only $20, you will have a great time with your friends while enjoying the

entertainment of “The Comedy Machine’- four professional Standup
Comics guaranteed to keep you in stitches.

This event is a community effort co-sponsored by Sunland-Tujunga's
Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, Chamber of Commerce, Neighborhood Council,
and Elks community organizations. It will take place at the Elks Lodge,

10137 Commerce Ave., Tujunga.

Tickets can be purchased from any of the above organizations. For fur-
ther information call the Elks Lodge, 818-352-2098, or the STNC office,

818-951-7411.

Editor’snote: Richard Steward isthe STNC Service Representative and

President of the ST Rotary Club

Nina Royal — A Woman of Achievement

Local organization
applauds contribution

By Kathy Arellano

Thisisn't thefirst time Sunland-
Tujunga homeowner/activist
NinaRoya hasbeen singled out
for her exemplary work in the
community, but it isthemost re-
cent.

The Business and Professional Women's League
(BPW) of Sunland-Tujunga will honor Ms. Roya dur-
ing a February 24 dinner at the Sunland-Tujunga EIK’s
Lodge, presenting her with the coveted Woman of
Achievement award.

The BPW Foundation, itsfamiliar title, was started in
the mid-50s and wasthefirst research and education in-
stitution of national scope solely dedicated to issuesthat
affect working women. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion, BPW programs, grants and partnerships were de-
signed to positively impact the lives of thousands of
women and their families in communities nationwide,
according to BPW Foundation guidelines.

Roya exemplifies the ideals that BPW has set and
has played alarge part in the formation of, and advocacy
for many of the community empowerment programsthat
now exist in our foothillscommunity. Here'sjust asam-
ple of her work:

— ST Involved Residents - evolved into Sunland-
Tujunga Neighborhood Council, ( STNC) who
recognized as Certified Advisors to the City of
LosAngeles

— Elected and serves as Vice President-in charge of
Outreach and Safety Chair of the STNC (served
astreasurer and secretary in past years)

—Town Hall Safety Meetings

— No Home Depot, Save the Verdugo Hills Golf
Course, etc.

— Neighborhood and Business Watches

— S-T Observation Patrol, an innovative gang/drug
elimination program

— ST Safety and Emergency Response Volunteers
Services (ST-SERV S) —{ Sunland-Tujunga has the
distinction of having one of the most CERT
trained members in the City of LosAngeles}

— ST Representative, Community Police Advisory
Board (CPAB) — Foothill Division

— ST Representative, LADWP Integrated Resource
Planning Committee (IRP)

— S-T Foothill Corridor Business Specific Plan

— ST, Sun Valley, Lake View Terrace Scenic Corri-
dor Specific Plan

Royal has been recognized by the police and fire
departments, the Chamber of Commerce and local
businesses as someone who gets things done. Sheis
currently publisher and editor of the North Valley Re-
porter, a community newspaper whose mission is
“Keeping You Informed” regarding important issues.

“It's my desire to inform and unite the North
Valley communities to work together and support
each other regarding common issues where com-
munities can make a difference,” said Royal. “[l
want to] help make our neighborhoods a stronger,
more vibrant place to live.”

Royal’slife accomplishments exemplify true self-
lessness and dedication to the community she loves.
Sheisaningpiration to all those who know her.

The Public isinvited to attend the Awards Dinner
to be held at the Sunland-Tujunga Elks L odge, 10137
Commerce Avenue, Tujunga, on Tuesday, February
24, 2009 starting at 6:30 p.m. $25 donation, are pre-
ferred. Contact Sally Hall at (818) 370-8809 for fur-
ther information.
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HERE’S MY CARD

Granad Opening ~FREE Cup of Cofiee February 21si

for CIty Attorney

Noel @noelweiss.com

*Paid Advertisement

Tujunga - 1br $850 Available Now

1 bedroom in quite building. Stove, carpets, blinds, A/C
included, gated entry and parking, pool, laundry facilities on
premises, and water paid. Near schools bus and shopping. No pets.
6mo lease. $350.00 + Security.

Call Monday thru Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm
818-352-3517 after 4:30 and weekends call 818-352-4170 . . .
Sonia Tatulian Bank of America

Banking Center Manager CA8'129'0];‘01
Assistant Vice President 8510 Foothill Boulevard
Sunland Banking Center Sunland, CA 91040
Tel 818.951.7810
Nick Patsaouras
©fcal Sponsor 818.507.6700 Customer Svc

for ! | e

City Controller

*Paid Advertisement

David Hernandez
for Mayor

*Paid Advertisement

LOUISPUGLIESE
L.A. School Board

District 6
March 3, 2009
A Strong Voice for Parents, Teachersand the
Communit
www.L AUSD2009.COM

*Paid Advertisement
www.musiclessons4all.com

YOUR LOCAL COPY & PRINT CENTER
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NEWSLETTERS * POSTCARDS * REPORTS * FLYERS

PRI NTI NG BROCHURES * FORMS

BUSINESS CARDS * INVITATIONS* LABELS
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INSERTING * TABBING * POSTAGE DISCOUNTS
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° 81/ 11" 3 “g12xr v NOW ¢
. OfferExpires 3/31/09 . e Offer Expires 3/31/09 . . AVA”_ABLE:

10034 Commerce Ave., Tujunga 818=353=-7135 www.cmprintmail.com
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Wintering

By Marlene Hitt

With the temperatures in the 60s and the sun
shining every day, wintering is not an issue here.
Yet preparation for the future is part of life on
the grand scale.

Which of us does not have a story of a mouse
or a squirrel hoarding birdseed or dog food in
strange places? Iread of a mouse who system-
atically swiped kibble to place it in a large vase
in the shed, and in the strings of the piano. Later
one member of the family found her bottom
desk drawer ledgers entombed in more than 25
pounds of dog food.

We had a similar experience with a squirrel.
The first hint was a strange banging in the en-
gine when I went shopping. When the motor
stopped, the noise stopped, so I reasoned that the
banging must be mechanical in nature. Each day
the sound became louder until, on the way up
Big Tujunga Canyon, my husband heard it too.
He got out to look at the engine, opened the hood
and nearly fell over when something like a
rocket shot out and landed across the highway.
Then we saw the inside of the engine compart-
ment filled, in every little nook, piles of birdseed.

All this time we had thought half the birds in
Southern California were eating from our feeder.

Diana Kappel-Smith writes that a mouse has
no sense of judgment in these things. Once his
hoarding program had been switched on — by
hormones released in him by short autumn days,
there was nothing but the passage of time that
could have turned it off. And what of the great
amount of hoarding? Enough isn’t in a mouse’s
autumnal vocabulary.

This preparing of food leads to a question I
had: When did people start canning? In pioneer
days? When glass jars were invented? Well,
googling is a good thing and I found that pre-
serving came first, with foods put up in ceramic
pots with meats, fruits and vegetables vinegared
or salted. My mother’s family had a bed of sand
in the cellar to store root vegetables.

In the case of potted meats, baked morsels
were shielded from contamination by complete
immersion in melted fat and a tied-on cloth or
leather covering.

Canning was begun in the time of
Napoleon when a Nicholas Appert was called
to action by Napoleon to preserve food for his
army. It was said that “the army marched on
its stomach”, so Appert developed a system of
precooked, airtight sealed, well processed food
in newly designed wide-mouthed glass jars
stoppered with hand cut corks fitted to the ir-
regularities of the hand blown glass, sealed
with a compound of lime and skim milk, then
finished in a boiling water bath. Appert de-
clared that the meats, vegetables, fruits, soups
and gravies would last a year.

By the time of the Civil War the jars had
screw tops and lids, and home canning became
a domestic institution. World war II Victory gar-
dens were urged by the government and home
preservation as well so that commercial goods
could go to the soldiers.

Canning has given way to freezing or to no
preserving at all since the local markets are close
and plentiful. What the heck would happen if the
markets ran dry?

Happy wintering! Editors note: Marlene Hitt
is Past Poet Laurette of Sunland-Tujunga

FORECLOSURE PREVENTION FAIR

The Los Angeles County NeighborWorks®
Center for Foreclosure Solutions
provides confidential foreclosure prevention

Saturday, February 7, 2009

10641 SAN FERNANDO RD.

HUD certified counselors, select lenders and legal
professionals will be on hand to assist you with loss
mitigation, fraud identification and prevention,
credit recovery and budgeting

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC « CHILD CARE NOT PROVIDED

888 89-LA NHS e counseling@lanhs.org

counseling at NO CHARGE.

9:00am—1:00pm
The MEND Center

PACOIMA, CA 91331

Contact us today!

Main Office

3926 Wilshire Blvd
Suite 200

Los Angeles, CA 90010
213-381-2862

Pacoima NeighborWorks®
Homeownership Center
11243 Glenoaks Blvd., #9
Pacoima, CA 91331
818-834-7858

South Bay NeighborWorks®
Homeownership Center

1 Civic Plaza Dr., Suite 460
Carson, CA 90745
310-514-9444

THIS & THAT

Carrick's Journey
-Part Fourteen
By Tomi Lyn Bowling

As Drake followed along the path behind two

guards he could not help but notice how long

this village was. It seemed to wind around

with one row of homes on either side of the
path, and all were well hidden beneath the tall and thick forest.
Drake was quietly taking it all in and noticed how many peo-
ple came out of their homes to watch the strangers. It was cu-
rious to Drake that there were very few children and even when
there was a child present, there was only one in each house-
hold. He turned and looked down the road to the house they
had been staying in and noticed how much his family stood out
with all of his siblings playing out in front compared to every-
one else. So many children to one family was clearly an odd-
ity to this village. He also could not help but notice that the
few children that were in the village were anxiously migrating
to his family for a play. Reluctant village parents could do lit-
tle to hinder the strong intentions nor to stop them from run-
ning down to the little cabin. The nervous parents just followed
slowly to keep a watchful eye on their wee ones.

He could no longer see the house with his siblings playing
out in front. The path wound and wove around up a hill and
down again. It grew darker as they walked further and deeper
into the forest. Along with the encroaching darkness came a
drop in temperature that was really quite significant. Drake
was worried about his mom and slowed down and turned to
Maddie while offering her his jacket. Maddie had been
friendly with the guards in the back and had already been cov-
ered in one of their coats. So Drake only asked, "Are you OK
Maddie?" and she nodded to him that all was well. Drake went
back to the head of the line with the front guards. Out of breath
now Drake finally turned to Fanella and asked, "How much
further to this place?” Fanella, the hearty soul that was far
more athletic than just about anyone in the village, including
Drake, giggled and said, "We're almost there.” and pointed to
a speck in the distance. Drake replied, "Of course." as though
he could see it was very close but thought to himself, "She
thinks that's close? I need a rest." Fanella knew Drake was
tired but went along with the farce.

As they finally started down the narrow path that led to
two tall doors that appeared to go nowhere, the doors opened,
the guards fell behind and Drake, Fanella and Maddie pro-
ceeded forward. The large doors slammed shut behind them
almost creating an echo in the stairwell leading to the long
hall. As they rounded the corner of the fourth turn down the
steps Drake could hear a familiar sound. Whisker's laughter,
a belly laugh that could be heard for quite some distance, was
floating up the stairwell.

...to be continued.



