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Deputy Chief Kenneth O. Garner, LAPD

Called to Serve a higher power, March 1, 2009

By Nina Royal

“We lost our beloved Kenny” were solemn words
that were spoken by Vicki Burch, Co-Chair, who
was expressing the sentiments of the LAPD’s
Foothill Area Community Police Advisory Board
(CPAB) members before requesting amoment of Si-
lence in hismemory, at their meeting on March 11.

Kenny, as he liked to be called, suffered heart
failure, which caused the “end of hiswatch” while
he was at home on the morning of Sunday, March
1st. He s a specia loss, because he not only
earned the love and respect of all the communities
served by the Foothill Station but also all of the
personnel who served under his command at
Foothill where he served twice during his career.
One as Patrol Captain and then he came back as
the Commanding Officer. They knew that he could
be counted onto lead in afair, just manner. He took
pride in mentoring and encouraging his officersto
excel and be the best they could be. He continued
with his own form of community based policing
and keeping citizens engaged through the years
even while Senior Lead Officers were no longer
advocates for communities because the Senior
Lead program was discontinued by the LAPD. He
was presented with the “Above and Beyond the
Call of Duty" Award by the Sunland-Tujungacom-

munity, for playing amajor part in the reduction of
crime in their community. No one was surprised
and or more thrilled that he rose through the ranks
SO quickly.

Captain Curreri, the Commanding Officer of
the Foothill Division, arranged to have aVan avail-
ableto take members of Foothill, and Mission Area
station CPAB (because they were under his com-
mand before the new station was commissioned),
to carpool to his memorial service held on Mon-
day, March 9, at the Crenshaw Christian Center
FaithDome in Los Angeles. Thousands of people
and many dignitarieswere in attendance including
Mayor Villaraigosa, Police Commissioner John
Mack, Chief Wm. Bratton and Assistant Chief Earl
Paysinger. It was specifically mentioned during
hiseulogy that the Foothill communities had a spe-
cial place in his heart because of the love and re-
spect they felt for him and he had always hoped to
go back to the Valley one day.

Deputy Chief Garner leaves his 18 year old
daughter, his pride and joy who is a college fresh-
man, his parents and a brother and sister behind.
Their strong faith will help them through along
with the knowledge that Kenny Garner is loved
and made a difference in many lives. Heis sorely
missed and will never be forgotten.

Burying our Veterans Before they Die

1 o [
Peggy Burgess of NHWNC

By Katharine Russ

In September 2007, the Government Accountability
Office, the investigative arm of Congress, gave testi-
mony on Capitol Hill citing the Veteran's Adminis-
tration (VA) shortcomings, “Delayed decisions,
confusing policies, and the perception that DOD and
VA disability ratings result in inequitable outcomes
have eroded the credibility of the system, thus, it is
imperative that DOD and VA take prompt stepsto ad-
dress fundamental system weaknesses.” In 2009, de-
ficiencies still exist and Veterans still receive shoddy
treatment, experience long delaysin services and see
their benefits denied and eroding.

Marshall Jackson, aVietnam Veteran, said, “1 am
aveteran of amost 16 years in the army - two tours
in Vietnam, and | know alittle about the VA system.
| finally got my claim approved and it only took 28+
years. What really burns me up isthat it was approved
using the same information that | presented at the

What's | nside;

very beginning, and to every Adjudicator and Ad-
ministrative Law Judge in the appeal s process.”
Transcripts from a Dr. Phil show in December of
2008, gave commentary from Congressman Bob Fil-
ner, Chairman House Committee on Veterans Affairs,
who approved the leases for the Sepulvedafacility. He
said its hard to get accurate information from the VA,
because the administratorslie to hiscommittee. “In the
last two years, we have increased their budget, espe-
cialy inmental health, amost 40 percent, whichisun-
precedented. So we give them the resources. The
question is, how do they use them? If they want to
cover up, they can cover up. We've had shredding of
documents reported for claims. We' ve had backdating
of things. We' ve had covering up suicide statistics, and
we say, 'Fire those people,” but we don’t have the au-
thority to fire them, only the executive branch does.”
The Department of VeteransAffairs FY 2008 Asset
Management Plan (AMP) states, “This lease (Build-
ings 4 and 5) will result in the availability of safe, af-
fordable supportive housing for veterans, on apriority
basis. Inaddition, VA will receive as a consideration
for thislease, the following; cash in the form of 10%
of gross revenues received from filmmaking activities
on the Property, in-kind services in the form of pro-
fessional counseling, case management and crisis
management services to veteran tenants, profes-
sional/technical training services for VA employees,
and temporary use of the property by VA employees
for VA activities. Overall this lease will result in sig-
nificant cost avoidance to the Department by reduc-

ing reliance on inpatient and domiciliary resources,
and will permit more resources to be directed toward
direct veteran care.” But in 2005, aletter from Theresa
Castillo, Public Affairs Specialist Asset Management-
Filming and Land Use, to Ralph Tillman, Director
GLA Asset Management, indicated this was not the
case. “It has come to my attention that Buildings #4
and #5 on the Sepulveda campus may soon become
unavailablefor filming due to a contract with New Di-
rections. Losing Buildings #4 and #5 would be se-
verely detrimental to Asset Management's five-year
strategic plan and would dramatically decrease our de-
partment's ability to generate revenue,” Castillo wrote.
According to Castillo’s projections, the VA would lose
millions of dollars from this revenue between 2005
and 2010 since 90% of the revenues would no longer
go to the VA if the zoning variance is approved.

Aside from issues and problems that plague the
Veterans Administration, at hand is the granting of
the variance so that the Sepulveda VA Hospital Build-
ings 4 and 5 can be turned into apartments that may
(or may not) house Veterans. The provisions of the
lease only give “preference” to veterans and make
provision for changes to the lease that could redefine
the tenants.

Case No. ZA-2008-2304(ZV)(SPR), request for a
zoning variance that would change the zoning for 7.05
acres of the 160 acre site, was heard on February 20
and attended by over two hundred people, nearly al in
opposition of the approval of that variance.
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Tammy Flores Prepares to Meet Disaster Head On

By Nina Royal

On 11/24/08, after the Sayre
Fires, the Red Cross, FEMA and
the Emergency Network LosAn-
geles, hosted a meeting at St.
Didicus Roman Catholic Church,
Sylmar, to discuss the formation
of Long Term Recovery Groups,
(LTRG) such asare now in place
in the South following the Kat-
rina disaster.

Non Profit organizations such as The Salvation
Army, Christian Charitiesand many others, totaling ap-
proximately 30 organizations, came out to partner with
the Long Term Recovery Groups.

After listening to FEMA's presentation and seeing
the need to develop an LTRG in our community,
Tammy Flores, Vice President of the Sylmar Neigh-
borhood Council (SNC) knew she wanted to be part of
the recovery and have the Sylmar Neighborhood Coun-
cil take alead role in forming a committee. Flores, a
long time community activist, stepped up to the plate
and volunteered to head the Recovery Groups, along
with Ron Lopez with Christian Charities. She said, “I

Tammy Flores

one of thefirst responders, as a Crises Response Team
member, who served unselfishly at the Chatsworth
Train Disaster Site |ast year.

The LTRG became the San Fernando Valey LTRG
(SFV-LTRG). Together, she and Lopez completed pol-
icy and procedures and are currently developing by-
laws. They are presently on their way to becoming a
501C3 Non Profit Corporation. The SFV-LTRG has
partnered with the L.A Emergency Preparedness Foun-
dation to be their fiscal sponsor in order to receive do-
nations and grantsuntil all the new group’srequirements
areinplace. Horessays, “We are very excited about thidl
Wewill betheir first client.”

Moniesreceived will be used to help familiesin need
who have already exhausted &l other available re-
sources. Flores gtates, “Our God isto help families re-
gain some of the normalcy they had in their lives prior
to the disaster. We currently have aweb site, www.Re-
buildSylmar.org, where families can register to receive
assistance. We also have case managers ready to help
them.” SFV-LTRG plans to engage elected officias to
work with them to service needy families.

Flores affirms that her persona goal is to have a
LTRG in placein every digtrict. “When a disaster hap-
pens, the switch will turn on and families can begin hav-

ing their needs addressed and start receiving guidance
and assistance.” Her visonisthat all communities have
an LTRG-501C3 organization order to begin receiving
donationsimmediately, which will stay withintheir own
communities. The SFV-LTRG, aswell asthe SNC, Fire
Dept, Police Dept, and Emergency Management De-
partment, are currently working together on emergency
plans and Emergency Preparation Town Hall Meetings.
The SFV-LTRG iscurrently planning trauma assi stance
workshopsfor familiesin need and will release asched-
ule shortly. Many victims of the recent wildfires have
suffered not only material loss, but were disconnected
fromtheir friendsand familiesaswell, which, inanum-
ber of cases, lead to depression and despair. When dis-
aster happens, victims and their families need to come
together and share aquiet placein order to work through
the experience and devadtation together. A recent exam-
pleis the Oakridge Maobil Home Park, where residents
considered themselves to be one family. They became
digointed and remained separated for long periods of
time. Thereason? Therewas no conduit in placeto help
them keep in touch with each other during the recent,
most disastrousfirein LA city’s history, in terms of the
number of homes lost due to a single blaze. Visit the
SFV-LTRG website at: www.RebuildSylmar.org

had no idea what | was getting into.” Flores was also

Fun(d) Raisersfor Bolton Hall Museum by the Little Landers Histroical Soci-
ety isbeing held at Dominick’s Italian Restaurant on Tuesday, March 31, between
2 pm-9pm at 2948 Foothill Blvd, LaCrescenta. Mention Little Landers or Bolton
Hall and they will make a donation to the Museum.

Also 1,000 plants including ground covers, trees, flowers, succulents, vines,
shrubs, and much more will be on sale to benefit the Museum on Saturday April 25.
From 9 amto 1 pm. It will be held in the aly behind Rio’'s Dress Shop at 9929-31
Commerce Ave. in Tujunga. Plan on attending early because they sell out fast.

TheWildlife Station, unfortunately, isnot yet open to the public as mistakenly

reported. However, they will still be holding Volunteer Orientations and tours on
April 11 May 9, June 13 and July 11, from 9:00am to 3:00 pm. A small donation
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of $25 is appreciated to help give medical care as well as provide food and shelter
for the animals. For further information visit: www.wildlifewaystation.org.

Annual horseback “Poker Ride” is happening on Sunday, April 19

In Lake View Terrace starting at 9 am. The Rangers’ Sidekicks, an equestrian-
based organization that supports non-profit charities through monetary contributions
and volunteer work, isthe host. Participants can sign up for poker hands, at $5 per
hand, and refreshments at San Fernando Ranger Park, located at 11301 Clybourn
Ave. in Lake View Terrace, or at any poker stop on the trails. For more information
visit www.oldmillsoap.com/PokerRide2009.pdf or call Krigti at 818-352-8242.

Earthday Activities- aretaking placein thevalley. OnApril 25 volunteerswill
be joining together at  Stetson Park Ranch, 13877 Glenoak Blvd in Sylmar with
Million Trees LA, Hollywood/L os Angeles Beautification Team, Koreatown Youth
and Community Center, Los Angeles Conservation Corps, and North East Trees.to
plant 150 treesthat were destroy during the Oakridge Fire. An appearance by Mayor
Villaraigosa and Assemblymember Felipe Fuentes is expected. Starting time is 9
amuntil noon. For registration, contact |sotelo@treepeople.org. or (818) 623-4879

LADWPWater Shortage rates will be effective June 1. They seek to achieve
15% water savings citywide and in all customer sectors -- single-family, multi-
family, commercial, industrial and governmental. Under shortage year rates, the
current Tier 1 water allocation, which is the standard alocation every customer
gets per billing cycle, will be reduced by 15%. A customer’s allocation is based on
number of family members, heat zone and | ot size. Customers whose water use re-
mains within their reducedallocation will actually see their bills go down. Cus-
tomers who usually stay within their regular allocation and do not reduce their
water use by 15% will pay a premium rate for each gallon they use beyond their
new reduced water allocation. Customers who today exceed their regular allocation
and pay Tier 2 rates routinely, and do not significantly cut their water use under
shortage year rates, will see their water bills increase substantially. For more in-
formation www.ladwp.com/waterrates and www.ladwp.com

Passport requirements will change on June 1. According to the WHTI Pro-
gram, all U.S. citizensages 19 and older must provide avalid passport book, pass-
port card, or other travel document that denotesidentity and citizenship to enter the
U.S. upon returning from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean or Bermuda. U.S. citizens
will no longer be able to prove identity and citizenship by relying on an oral dec-
laration alone. For details regarding the WHTI program can befound onthe U.S.
Customs and Border Protection website: http://www.getyouhome.gov/

Support NVR Advertisers ‘
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Alarcon’s Truck School Facing Opposition

By Katharine Russ

Controversy ismounting against the Teamster’s Union-
backed Truck Driver Training Program, which will be
moved from Long Beach to the Lopez Canyon Landfill.
Supervisor Antonovich's Office, four Neighborhood
Councils and the Sierra Club are caling for afull En-
vironmental Impact Report (EIR) to mitigate negative
impacts, which were deemed to havelittle or no impact
on the surrounding area.

An August 18, 2008 letter from David Thompson,
Environmental Supervisor-Local Enforcement Agency
City of LosAngeles, gave the green light for the proj-
ect.“The Los Angeles Local Enforcement Agency
(LEA) reviewed the proposed project to determineif it
met the conditions of 27 CCR 21990 and would not
negatively effect thefina cover or the underlying land-
fill. After determining that the proposed project com-
plied with 27 CCR 21990, the LEA signed off on the
portion of the project under our jurisdiction.”

Antonovich's office disputed the Bureau of Sani-
tations conclusions in the Draft Mitigated Negative
Declaration (DMND) in aMarch 13, 2009 letter. The
Department (Dept.) of Regional Planning, Dept. of
Public Works, The Dept of Parks and Recreation, the
Los Angeles County Sheriff, and the Consolidated
Fire Protection District expressed their concerns over
noise, traffic, the integrity of the Landfill and the con-
struction of 12-foot sound barriers that were not ap-
parent to inspections.

Intheir October 26, 2008 Resolution the SierraClub
asked that the City “ Comply withitsoriginal agreement
that the Lopez Canyon Landfill site remain closed for
the additional 18 years as promised in the original
agreement when the site was closed in 1996.” The res-
olution asked for afull EIR and for full public involve-
ment in the project.

The Foothill Trails District Neighborhood Council
sad, “ The Hanson Dam Environmental Center Aware-
ness Fund funds are specifically designated for envi-

ronmental awareness programming at Hanson Dam
Recreational Area. The Truck Drivers Training pro-
gram at Lopez Canyon Landfill does not fit the fund’'s
criteria per LA City Administrative Code Section
5.332.3." The Sierra Club agreed and caled for a
restoration of al fundsincorrectly used and to restrict
the money for those projects that have a clear “envi-
ronmental benefit.”

Nancy Woodruff, Foothill Trails District Neighbor-
hood Council’s Land Use Chairman, said, “The City is
pushing through a precedent setting land use for closed
landfills, that not only reverses the promises to the
community for peace and quiet after years of enduring
trash dumping, but opens up the possibility for any
number of business usesthat have not been allowed on
closed landfillswhich, by law, can never be built upon.”

Councilmember Richard Alarcon could not be
reached for comment before presstime.

Katharine.russ@charter.net

Historical Surveys to Begin in Los Angeles Communities

SurveyL A's citywide rollout is scheduled to begin this
summer. Sunland-Tujunga, a community in the San
Fernando Valley, is one of 11 community plansin the
city that will be surveyed and scheduled for this sum-
mer. However, everyoneisinvitedto "MY historicLA,"
a specia citywide kickoff celebration of SurveyL A,
LosAngeles first-ever comprehensive survey of itshis-
toric resources which takes place Saturday, April 4,
2009, 11:00 amto 4:00 pm, at the historic LosAngeles
Centra Library,

Larry Mantle, KPCC-FM's host of Air Talk, will
lead alively panel of City officials, preservationists,
community organizers and devel opers discussing the

key issues surrounding Los Angeles' citywide sur-
vey. According to Ken Bernstein, Manager of the
Office of Historic Resources, says Los Angeles has
arich and diverse cultural heritage and aremarkable
architectural legacy; however, 85% of the city has
never been surveyed to identify significant historic
places. Historic preservation professional s conduct-
ing the survey cannot know all of the potential his-
toric resources throughout the city. Therefore, input
from community members is needed to provide in-
formation regarding special buildings and locations
in each neighborhood.

Participantswill learn how: survey teamswill iden-
tify historic sites and how they will use the informa-
tion provided. They will also learn how to bring
"MY HistoricLA" to their own neighborhood and sign
up to become a SurveyL A volunteer. Panel seating is
limited and reservations are recommended

Visit http://preservation.lacity.org/survey for fur-
ther information, or contact: Office of Historic Re-
sources, Department of City Planning 200 N. Spring
Street Room 620 Los Angeles, CA 90012, or call
213-978-1200, or Fax 213-978-0017
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lunch from 10am to 2pm

V’s Burger...
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Philly Cheese Steak...
Meatball Sandwich......
B.B.Q. Chicken Pizza....
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Market Place

Produce & Deli

10047 Commerce Ave.
Tujunga
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L2 Arnie’s House Salad

ArniesCafe.com (818) 951-9089
6864 Foothill Blvd. Tujunga, CA 91042

Tel: (818) 951-9089
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In order to be fair to our customers who also want to contribute or share their views,
we need to limit our SoundOff and Commentary Articles to a maximum of 500 words.
Please review your content before submitting to us.

We accept all letters on all subjects of public concern. All letters
are subject to editing and condensation. They will only be published
with the name reflecting the writer's true identity. Only writer's home
community rather than full address will be published. Letters must
include the writer's complete home address and daytime telephone
number for verification purposes. Letters and columns that are submitted
and for which no compensation was paid,may be republished in digital
and other formats, and retained in archives without compensation to the
author. The North Valley Reporter reserves the right not to publish
letters for any reason.

E-mail: informnvr@aol.com
Personal Opinions expressed in “Sound Off “ and “"Commentary” are
those of the writers only.
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Sunland - Tujunga

By Cindy Cleghorn

Mission Collegeiscoming to Sunland-Tujunga. Judith
Valles, President of Mission College, is keeping her
word and is committed to bringing asatellite college to
town. Both President Valles and Larry Eisenberg, Ex-
ecutive Director of Financing, Facilities Planning and
Development for the College District, will be guest
speakers at the Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Coun-
cil (STNC) Generd Meeting on Wednesday, April 8, at
7 pm, at North Valley City Hall, 7747 Foothill Blvd, in
Tujunga. The College Board is presently reviewing
the former Kmart site and promises total involvement
with the community regarding its development. What-
ever siteis selected will include atotal Environmental
Impact Review. If itisthe Kmart site, they will partner
with a developer who will bring in a Target or similar
type business along with a*“retail village” according to
Executive Director Eisenberg. Refreshments will be
served at 6:30 and neighboring community members
are invited and encouraged to attend this very impor-
tant meeting.

Sunland-Tujunga Neighbor-
hood Council - Two new members
were gppointed to the STNC Board
during their last Genera Mesting.
Linda Casteel, a former board
member who recently retired from
the ST Library, and Luther
Bedoyan owner of Classy Jewelers
in Sunland are now Representa-
tivesfor Region Oneand will bein-
stalled during the next board
meeting on April 8, at the North
Valley City Hall. The STNC Land
Use Committee (LUC) recently
confirmed four main architectural
stylesthat are dominant in the com-
munity, in order to assist the City
Planning Department, property
ownersand developerswho planto
meake futureimprovementsto prop-
erties that are within the Foothill
Blvd. Corridor Specific Plan area. The stylesare Crafts-
man, Spanish, Art Decco and Local Rustic Style (River
Rock). These basic styles offer abroad visual character

Linda Casteel

Luther Bedoyan

Granada Hills

A new school isopening in Granada Hills. Yardena's Hebrew School (YHS) Director,
YardenaBarzilay, says sheisexcited about serving communitiesin the GranadaHillsarea
and is accepting applications. Her mission isto hel p students study Jewish vauesand en-
courage them to lead alifestyle based on religious sensitivity and personal observance of
Mitzvot, holidays and The Ten Commandments. She believes that a Jewish education is
the key element in ensuring a positive Jewish identity and the continuity of Jewish peo-
ple. An Open House is scheduled for May 14, gtarting at 3:45 pm to 6:00 pm and every-

oneisinvited.

Yardena Barzlay

Yardena, as she prefersto be addressed, says she wantsto target familieswho areun-
affiliated and would like to provide their children with basic Jewish knowledge and the

that represent the history of the Sunland-Tujunga com-
munity. Elaine Brown, President of the CommerceAve.
Ownersand Business Restoration Assoc. (COBRA) and
NinaRoyal, Vice President-Outreach, were recently ap-
pointed to the LUC to fill vacancies.

On Tuesday, March 31, 7 pm, STNC is sponsoring
a get together with all organizations in town including
churches and schools, at the Elks Lodge in Tujunga,
who offered to the host this unique event. They will be
working in unison to plan datesand locations regarding
their major eventsfor at least ayear. Thiswill prevent
overlapping, and provide each with the opportunity to
shareresources, logigtics, outreach and volunteers. They
hope to makeit an annual event. The S-T Coordinating
Council will continue to keep an ongoing Calendar that
will be constantly updated with meetings and events as
they are added in the future. The calendar is linked to
both the STNC web site at stnc.org and the S- T Cham-
ber web site at stchamber.com

The Foothill Town Center at Commerce and
Foothill Blvd appears to be progressing quickly. The
Department of Transportation is anticipating increased
traffic at that intersection and is currently working on
plansto make it safer.

ST Chamber of Commerce Easter Carnival is
being held in Sunland Park April 10 through April 12.
Friday 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday 11 am. to 10 p.m. and
Sunday 12 noon to 10 p.m. For further information call:
(818) 352-4433 or visit: http:/www.stchamber.com/sun-
land-tujunga-chamber/events.htm

Nikki’s Corner Café, owned by Yervand “Jack”
Iskoyan, and the S- T Chamber of Commerce, held arib-
bon cutting ceremony for his new business on March

Officer DelLuz and Proud Parents at Graduation

Mark Seigel, Dr. Lloyd Hitt and Nina Royal

25th. Thisquaint coffee, sandwich and other “ goodies’
Café, located at 9925 Commerce Ave. in Tujunga, isa
very welcome addition to the “Historic Olde Townge”
neighborhood on Commerce Ave.

ST Business& Professional Women (BPW) hon-
ored Nina Royal, Publisher/Editor of the North Valley
Reporter and Vice President-Outreach for the STNC,
with the “Community Woman of Achievement Award”
and Mark Seigel with C&M Printing and Treasurer of
the STNC, with the “ Golden Nike Award” for his sup-
port of women, for the year 2008-2009. They were both
recognized by many dignitariesfor their numerous con-
tributionsto the community when the awards were pre-
sented in February during the BPW'’s Banquet held in
their honor, at the S-T Elks Lodge in Tujunga.

Editors Note: Ms. Cleghornisthe former Presi-
dent and current Secretary of the STNC and owner
of C& M Printing

Sonia Tatulian Vice President of the Bank of America in Sunland
received an Award from the Chamber during their Mixer.

1 By Al Piantanida

id Lee Perry, LAPD
¥ Senior Lead Officer
and Robbery Detec-
tives from Mission
Division are working
closely with Arleta’s
Community Watch
Dogs, Neighborhood

Watch, Business
Watch, Looky-Loos, Neighborhood Council and Coun-
cilmember Cardenas to mitigate the increase in street and
business robberies in the Arleta community.

Those groups are making every combat the problem
through community outreach, awareness and education re-
garding prevention measures. They suggest everyone be
aware of their surroundings, notice persons who are loiter-
ing and paying undue attention businesses and homesin their
neighborhood. They are asking everyoneto report unusual to
activity that may relate to a crime in progress and call 911
and report anonomoudly if they desire. For more informa
tion on joining inthe effort, call Al Piantanida 818-897-9122.

Arleta native, Luis Deluz, is now Rookie Patrolman Of-
ficer Deluz who reported for duty in January at LAPD’s De-
vonsire Division. Officer Deluz was raised in Arleta and
graduated from San Fernando High School. Hejoined the U.S.
Marine Corp and served two combat toursIn Irag. After being
honorably discharged, he took over his family’'s business be-
cause his father becomes serioudly ill. Upon his father’'s re-
covery, hewas ableto pursue hisdream of attending the Police
Academy and becoming one of L.A'sfinest.

continuity of Jewish tradition. She plansto work with these families rather than turn them away.

YHS has awell balanced and multi-faceted curriculum of Jewish education that will strive to achieve the
following goals with love and understanding and will be a positive experience for the entire family in order to
give students the opportunity to explore their identity as a Jews: to guide students in developing the skills re-
quired to practice and to participate in acts of kindness; to teach Jewish values and Tikkun Oam (to make the
world abetter place); to teach Hebrew reading skillsin order to enhance the student’s appreciation and partic-
ipation in the Jewish community leading to his or her Bar or Bat Mitzvah, with the confidence to become a
leader; to motivate students to accept responsibility and create a bond with Jews around the world and love
for theLand of Isradl.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Curriculum Highlightsinclude: Hebrew reading, Torah Portion Haftarah, Blessings and
Prayers, Jewish Vaues/Ethics/Tikkun Olam, Holidays/Heroes /Isragl, Family Education as holidays occurs

Yardena believes that open flow of communication between teachers, students and parents is essen-
tial. Parent consultations can bein person, via phone and/or email. They are alwayswelcome and invited
to sit in the classroom.

The school, located at 1665 Rinaldi St., Granada Hills, will begin with aweekly class on Thursdays, from
3:45 pm to 6:00 pm. For moreinformation call Yardena at 310-980-1836 or email: yardb10@yahoo.com

A Traffic Signal on Balboa at Knollwood Shopping in a North Granada Hills Neighborhood Shopping
Centerisinlimbo. The project islisted as number 56 $130.000Baboa Blvd Traffic Signd at Knollwood Shop-
ping Center Driveway Los Angeles CA 1 $130,000 Streets/Roads 56 on the website. http://www.stimu-
luswatch.org/project/by_program/Streets Road . According to that Webster, many community membersvoted
76% of 106 voted it to be a critical project. And they are hoping others will vote yes on the site in order to
jump start the project.
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O E L COMMUNITY: NEWS:

Pacoima

By Leroy Geter

Volunteers are needed. The Pacoima Community
Youth Culture Center (PCY CC) is seeking volunteer
community-based  organizations,  businesses,
churches, and concerns residents of Pacoima to par-
ticipate in the upcoming rally regarding the plans for
restructuring the Pacoima Community Youth and
Family Center located at 11243 Glenoaks Boulevard.

Leaders of the Youth Center and other programs
housed in the community complex, learned of a pro-
posal to change the facility into a one-stop family
development center during arecent meeting with rep-
resentatives from the City Community Devel opment
Department, A model is presently being considered
by the Mayor and City Council. Some of the program
managers currently operating at the center are not in
agreement with the proposed changes.

A community rally and grassroots campaign is
being planned to protest any action to change the mis-
sion and purpose of the complex without input from
community leaders and stakeholders. Letters and
fliers announcing the rally will be posted in various

and You!” on Thursday, March 26, 2009, starting at 6
pm at the Pacoima Community Youth and Family Cen-
ter, located at 11243 Glenoaks Boulevard, Pacoima.

General Colin Powell once said, “ Great leaders are
amost always great simplifiers, who can cut through
argument, debate, and doubt to offer a solution every-
body can understand.” It iswith this thought in mind
that this emerging body of critical thinkers has
planned an evening for residents to come and learn
about the many facets of the Stimulus Plan, which
was signed into law by President Barack Obama
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
The Act is a nationwide effort to create jobs, jump-
start the economy, and place our nation in position to
compete globally in the 21st century.

The forum is be led by Mr. Edward Johnson, As-
sociate and facilitator for the group’s economic de-
velopment and community empowerment module.
Leroy Geter, Senior Associate for the LLAACETT
Group will also provide important community up-
dates asit relates to the job recruitment opportunities
available during the
construction phase and

The goal of the LLAACETT Group isto provide
a forum through which residents of the community,
African Americans in particular can learn about na-
tional, regional, and local lawsthat impact upon their
educational, economical, physical (health), and polit-
ical cultures and awareness and participation. The
LLAACETT Group exists to advance public aware-
ness and understanding of these broad fields; it's strat-
egy isto serve as a catalyst to mobile people, data,
ideas, and resourcesto help improve the communities
where African American and people of African de-
scent work, live, and play. LLAACETT seeksto pro-
vide thinking points and offer techniques to its
constituency groupsthat |ead to greater independence
and self-sufficiency as productive citizenry.

Editors Note: Leroy Geter isa Senior Associate
of, LLAACETT Group, Vice President, Pacoima
Neighborhood Council and former President/CEO
Pacoima Community Youth Culture Center, Inc.

REAL ESTATE & PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
SERVICES

locations, including community churches, businesses,
and other venues to get the community involved in
thisprotest. For additional information contact: (818)
896-8878 (message).

A Community Empowerment Forum is sched-
uled. The Leader-to-Leader African American Com-
munity Empowerment Think Tank  group
(LLAACETT), aprogram of the Pacoima Community
Youth Culture Center (PCY CC), is hosting a commu-
nity empowerment forum entitled the “ Stimulus Plan

build-out of the new
Plaza Pacoima com-
plex, located at Paxton
Street and Bradley Av-
enue in Pacoima. The
public is invited to at-
tend this event. For in-
formation, contact call
818- 896-8878.

a SOUND Investment

“WE CARE ABOUT YOUR INVESTMENT?”
Let our experienced and dedicated professional staff
eliminate your day to day management problems.

Joan Slater, Broker

* Increase Low Rents ¢ Eliminate Vacancies

¢ Marketing & Advertising ¢ Monthly Statements Residential Listings & Sales

* Leasing o ¢ Bill Payments 1031 Property Exchanges

¢ Tenant Evictions *  Rental Market Survey Real Estate-Counse[ing

1 1 *  On-site Inspections * Rent Collection
Ad ver t ISE IN NVR * Screening New Tenants *  Maintenance & Repairs T Lo;)“s*dl“ a‘:{d z“d
e e rust Deeds & Refinance
Ca.“ (818) 563-1962 Award Wll!nlng Team . Notary Services
Over 30 Years in the Foothills Free Market Evaluation
- = - Recipient of Business of the Year by the California State Assembly for Sellers

* For 10% Discount on your food - Bring this ad. 1999-2000 Business of the year awarded by the United Free Rental List Alvavs

Chambers of Commerce of San Fernando Valley Available Find it onthe iWeb

BEST OF
BURBANK

9X Winner Best Steakhouse - 4X Winner Best Seafood
Voted By Los Angeles Times' Burbank Leader

Voted #2 Steakhouse in LA Coun
By KCAL 9 -"Nine on the Town"

Site: www.SlaterRealty.com

818-352-8731

Proper% Management

LATE vision
5 . B18-951.7053

Property Management =
PES g Real Estate Division

Vliklet s (ormer @zﬂs’

9925-Commerce Ave
' 'unga,@"QlOt!'l § ‘
(818)353:6818

-3 F: - ;3 -

) Vlikeler s Corner @1/{9 )
April Breakfast Special
Grilled Cheese Sandwich + Medium Coffee

for 3.
COUPON EXPIRES 04/30/2009 - OFFER LIMITED TO ONE PER CUSTOMER
I I N B B D B DN B BN BN B BN B . .

Vlikler s Corner @!ﬁ‘
April Lunch Special

Any Panini Sandwich, B§g of Chips and Can of Soda

Gary Bric's

Phone: (818) 768-6499
Fax: (818) 768-9737

For Reservations and Pre-Orders

7730 N. Hollywood Way

Burbank, CA 91505
At Golden State Freeway

Best Bartender
Dave Griffin

and

Best Steakhouse

for .
COUPON EXPIRES 04/30/2009 - OFFER LIMITED TO OMNE PER CUSTOMER
L B u N B 3§ § B §B §B B BN B |

Vlikler's Comer Cafe
20% OFF

Any Size Beverage

COUPON EXPIRES 04/30/2009 - OFFER LIMITED TO ONE PER CUSTOMER
----------- Ly B N N |

Vlikki s Cormer @!ﬁ'
50% OFF

Any Size Cup of Coffee

COUPON EXPIRES 04/30/2009 - OFFER LIMITED TO ONE PER CUSTOMER

—
Celebrate Easter Sunday

ED Special Champagne Brunch Includes 18 items

" DANCE DANCE DANCE and more, Only $14.99, Reservations accepted

Country Western Dancing Sunday, April 12, 2009

Mopday 11 am -3 pm Drop in early for diner & Drinks
Dine & Dan ce Free Parking *** No Cover Charge

/’ g Jim’s Famllkl Restaurant
ey

! 8850 Laurel Cyn Blvd Sun Val Phone: 818-768-0213
e ——
~~
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'\S/lhARK YOUR (%AL%\IDAR ahborsthroudh Tuesday, Mar. 31 Sunday, Apr 5 PCVDIG(HZ-Eomrger(IEeCom
areyour eventswith your neighborsthrough: sFargo Ban
InformNVR@aol.com FREE! Bc’&gﬁjﬁ!'ﬁg’ﬁ;ﬁ[&mﬂ _ Palm fSunday 8548 Van Nuys, PC
10110 Commerce, ST OfficersInstallation 2:pm
Arl - Arleta, G.H. - Granada Hills, K .C. - Kagel Can?\//cl)n LA - LosAngeles, Docent Tours ST ElksLodge
LVT - Lake View Terrace, LTC - LaTunaCanyon, M.H. - Mission Hills, 1-4 pm 352-3420 10137 Commerce, ST Sylmar Woman's Club
NR - Northridge, NVCH - North Valley City Hall, Pac - Pacoima, S-T - 2-4 pm 352-2098 ?gggg%/ Restarart
Sunland-Tujunga, S.V.- Sun Valley, Syl - Sylmar, V.N. - Van Nuys, PC - All Organizations Mondav. Apr 6 J_'L'SOa?ndySSW
Panorama City Community Meeting vionday, Apr_ :
ST ElksLodge SNC Public Serv. Commit. FTDNC Equest. Meet.
Please support your NVR Advertisers so we can support you. %18379%_”7‘2‘1?09' ST %'l'ggB'f;rgm S gﬁ;wmmmd SH
. 0 pm
Wednesday, April 1 . : :
ST ElksLodge
] North Valley City Hall 10137 Commerce, ST
Rotary Club 7747 Foothill S 5pm 352-2098 ’
%gggfgﬁtwéag__r 7pm951-7411 Thursday, Apr. 9
niand, First Day of Vi
7pm 951-5299 Tuesday, Apr. 7 st Day of Passover

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents“Horsin’ Around”

FTDNC Exec,/Gen Mest.

NHWNC Gen Mest. 9747 Whestland, SH

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program

Holy Martyers Aremen. Sch. 10110 Commerce, ST 7:30 pm
1667 Parthenia, NH Docent Tours
c BE 7pm 1-4 pm 352-3420 N. HillsWest NC Gen. Mest.
an Sepulveda VA
Thursday, Apr. 2 MHNC Safety Comm 16111 Plummer Bg22 N.H.ills
PCNC Land Use %616]53 952‘)5’4'1\13‘16’ MH 7 pm 893-8613

Mission Community Hospital pm &9z~

Afforflable 14860 Roscoe Blvc?/ Foothill Comm. Police

Meaningful 6:30 pm 894-7841 Relay for Life Mest. Advisory Board (CPAB)

oye Sylmar Park Villa Scalabrini Retire. Home
Exciting Stonehurst Elementary 13109 Borden, Syl 10631 Vinedde, SV
Fun Open House 7pm 6 pm 756-8866
9901 Dronefield, SV )
R E& ) 6:30 pm 767-8014 Wednesday, Apr. 8 Granada HillsNorth NC
ositive Experience aptist Church of
P Saturday Apr. 4 Rotary Club 11011 Hayvenhurst, GH
FOR, THE FAMILY! Bolton Hall Museum 10521 Sunland, ST
Q{ MM AM Presents * Horsin' Around” Z:pm, 95R]é_§5299 t Wedﬂeﬂjay,. Apr 10
Learn With An Award-Winning 10110 Comrmerce, ST e Good Friday
Teacher/Mentor, 1-4 pm 352-3420 7pm 951-5299 Wednesday-Sunday, Apr. 10-12
Yardena Barzilay Friendsof GH STINC Gen, Mesting, S e Pork 362-4433
. . . 10640 Petit, GH 7pm 951-7411
Bar/ Bat Mitzvah Curriculum Highlights: 10:30 o 368, P

* Hebrew reading/Torah Portion/Haftarah 5689

Voila Photography

* Prayers/Blessing MHNC Youth
i Outreach
i Hohdays/Igrael 10161 Sepulveda Portraits
 Jewish Values/Ethics/Tzedakah Blvd. - it
4pm 892-2412 e
° E Ven
1665 Rinaldi Street, Granada Hills. Ca 91344 MYhistoricL A Weddinas
For more information call Yardena Librar B
630 W. 5th Street \alaro
310.980.1836 L.A.RmM 620 : \/alerie K
T Photographer
Sunday, Mar. 29 Chg.vg Day Mla-{'l(ijh .. LANCC/SLAP
Bolton Hall Museum uest Specker Hilda Solis 10am-3pm
Presents “Horsin’ Around” ]li’]ém San Fernando Mission, MH Hollywood City
10110 Commerce, ST g 5aIOI1 Fountain
?—4 pm gglzj—r§420 Monday, March 30 Info: lanccoali- WWW.voil
GNNC General Mest. tion.org/

Cultural ArtsFestival
Richie Valens Park
10731 Laurel Canyo, Pac
12:30 PM

NVCH, 7pm 951-7411

STNC Education Meeting
Van Gogh Elem. School
17160 Van Gogh, GH
6:30 pm

“Just Friends"”
sth Annual Tea & Fashion Show
Sarurdhy. May 30, 2009 ~ 12:30 p.m.

NEXTSTEP

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALISTS

Child Advocacy
Behavior Management
Academic Counseling

Behavior Therapy
Tutoring

PAUL ARMBRUSTER

Former Public School Administrator

818.425.9172
next.step.1@hotmail.com

—vent ln.|u.:1c=.=. ar c’cgprt tnglnh Tea ..md Luncheon,
ar excusive f’“ﬂ&'ucln ,:-l'n.:.'rw Fn:.ecnl'cc'- I." o Maul&
a5Silent Auchor, and Uppmtnrut-} Drmwrna,s

Tickets are 560 per perzon

Proceeds to benefit I"u]r.j Cross HU'.-Pita: Medicsl Center.
For irtormstion and to be added to the guest list. Contact 1 cij Russo

At (818) 700-8250C or The Foundation Oice at (818 398-4500

“Serving Granada Hills and beyond...”

Property Listings:
www.JimSummers.com
(Newest Listing here, Market Trends, Community info)

Jim Summers, Realtor, CIPS
Direct: (818) 363-7955 o Cell: (818) 321-6259

GH Residential Properties:
jimsummers@realtor.com

www.GranadaHillsEstates.com
(Search the entire SoCal area for Listings)

GH Community Websites:

www.GranadaHillsAlliance.org, www.0GHRG.org
www.GHSNC.org, www.GHNNC.org,
www.GranadaChamber.com, www.RealforRescues.org

Equestrian Estates:
www.HorsePropertyUSA.com

International Properties:

Sweden, Norway, Monaco, New Zealand,
Panama, Costa Rica, Australia, UK, Italy
www.JimSummers.com

Mountain & Vacation Properties:
Big Bear, Lake Arrowhead, Hawaii

www.EscapeToBigBear.com
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Saturday, Apr. 11 Tip-A-Cop Bingo Night Emergency Prepardness &

Work of the Hands Exhibit Claim Jumper Restaurant ST ElksLodge Crime Prevention Expo

Little Landers Historical Soc Northridge Fashion Center 10137 Commerce, ST CSUN

Bolton Halls' 96th Anniversa 9429 Tampa, Nrth 5pm 352-2098 18111 Nordhoff.Nrth

10110 Commerce, ST ) 59pm 10 am-2pm 677-5973 an

1 pm 951-11041 Apri Thursday,Apr. 23

pril 18 and 19 Panorama City NC Wednesday, Apr. 29
Sunday, Apr. 12 Relay for Life Mission Communi(t}/ Hospital Rotary Club

Easter Sunda Olive Vista Middle School 14860 Roscoe Blvd., PC Coco's Restaurant

Koo B Surrise 14600 Tyler Street, Syl 6:30 pm 785-9355 10521 Sunland, ST YO u F or

Little Landers Historical Soc Information: 818.915.0406 7 pm 951-5299

' Imar NC Gen. Meet
Monday, Apr. 13 Saturday, Apr. 18 ¥, Imar Elementary Binglt_) Night

PCNC O h : : Book Sale 13291 Phillippi, Syl ST Elks Lodge .

BeNG Ouftfli’ceea&th Floor) Friends of the Library 6:30 pm 10137 Commerce, ST S u O r t I n

14500 Roscoe Bivd. PC Osborne & Foothill, LVT 5pm 352-2098

6:30 pm 714-2133 10an-2 pm 897-7644 Saturday, Apr. 25

' MHNC Outreach-Gen-Youth

SNC Land Use Com Sunday, Apr. 19 Volunteers Needed : :

Sylmar Park Bolton Hall Museum 2pm call 892-2414 Advertise in our

13109 Borden, Syl Presents “Work of the Hands’ .

6:30 pm 10110 Commerce, ST Plant Sale-Little Landers NVR

Docent Tours Historical Society

MHNC Zoning & Land Use 1-4 pm 352-3420 Back alley 9929 Commerce, S-T

%Oglsepuweda'MH' Elks Famous Omelete Bar S Lem Call Advert|sers

:30 pm ST Elks L odge #2098 Fire Recovery Planting (818) 563-1962
Tuessday, Apr. 14 10137 Commerce, ST Stetson Ranch Park

Bolton Hall Musedm 78 9anv12pm 352-2098 e 12 o 818 CY3-4879

Presents “Work of the Hands” Monday, Apr. 20 P

10110 Commerce, ST ! : Used Book Sale

Docent Tours STNC/LUC Comm Cranada HillsLib

1-4 pm 352-3420 North Valley City Hall o bt ap Y Penny L. Blackwell, CPM®

7747 Foothills, ST 9 a1 o 366-5657 HéﬁLTDFI'

PCNC Commerce 7pm951-7411 a2 pm S8

WEells Fargo Bank
8548 VVan Nuys Blvd., PC
2:30 pm 714-2133

SVANC Gen Meet
10631 Vinedae, SV
6:30

SNC Outreach Com.

Imar Park

Sy
13109 Bordon, Syl
6:30 pm

Tuesday, Apr. 21

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Work of the Hands’
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

PCNC Rules & Finance
PCNC Office (4th Floor)
14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
5:30 & 6:45 pm 714-2133

Sunday, Apr. 26

Bolton Hall Museum
Presents “Work of the Hands’
10110 Commerce, ST
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

Monday, Apr. 27

GHNNC Board Mett.
Van Gogh Elem. School;
17160 Van Gogh St. GH

4005 Foothill Boulevard

La Crescenta, California 91214
Business (818) 248-9100 Ext. 243
Cellular (818) 371-3231

Office (818) 541-7543

6:30 pm
i Fax (818) 248-9295
MHNC B L Neighborhood Watch
LAP% M?%gé Stagi%nUse 3 Ciot; Hall ¢ PCNC Public Safet?/ Penny.Blackwell@Century21.com
1121 Sepulveda, MH 7747 Foothill, S+t PCNC Office (4th Floor) Each Orfice is independandly Owned And Operated
6 pm 7 pm 756-7766 14500 Roscoe Blvd., PC
6:30 pm 984-2133
Wednesday, Apr. 15 MHNC Beauti. & Cult. Com
Tax Day 10161 Sepuiveda. MH. N et ety Wiaiting for the prices to go up
. : : 13325 Hubbard, Syl o .
Commumt%PohceAdwsory Wednesday, Apr. 22 6130—9%01)”1 > Wﬂmﬂg fﬂf’ the prices to come down
P11 Sepuiveaia MH Earth Da GHNNC Board Mest " .
&30 pm VR . Y Tuesday, Apr. 28 Waiting for better interest rates
Rotary Clu . - . ‘
Rotary Club Coco's Restarant Bolton Hall Museum ust waiting... T
chrct))/’ s Rgstajra”lt lC?SCglsSunI ;J(;a;-T Presents “Work of the Hands Jr g L-k,
10521 Sunland, ST 7pm 951-5299 10110 Commerce, ST
7 pm 951-5299 Docent Tours

PacoimaNC Gen. Mest.
Pacoima Comm. Center
11243 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

No .HillsWest NC
SepulvedaVa
16111 Plummer, N. Hills
7 pm 893-8613

Bingo Night
ST ElksLodge
10137 Commerce, ST
5pm 352-2098

Thursday , Apr. 16

PCNC Safety Com,
Plazadd Valle

1-4 pm 352-3420

8614 Van Nuys#BPC

5:30 pm

STNC Safaa?/ Comm.

Ay Hal s The truth is interest rates are at a record low!

opm S5L-7att JUST LISTED! There are great real estate deals out there.
STIERVS, ) For goodness sake STOP WAITING!

T ST Great Investment

6:45 pm 563-1962 Opportunity for New and Craig Price

Seasoned Investors! i ; .

STV oy g Gomm. o oot Venture Blvd. Suite Find the phone and give us a call at 818-353-9143

730 g L7411 Sgg‘;']Ogur}Edo‘;“u”gi(;” e Encho.caguss Or email us at Tomi@ TomiRealty.com
M%Ch o being sold as-is. Current \rq/: Eg}g;ig%'%%;

am or Commer. . -
imion’ Gross Rent: $2,650. S :
e o _ CraigPrice@kw.com \oted Best Take Out 2008 by Daily News
5:30- 7:30 pm Price $269,900

donef [
PAINTING

Residential / Commercial / Interior / Exterior
LIC# 510600

818-951-1181

www.richardstewartpainting.com

11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

(818) 896-5599

10755 Glenoaks Blvd.
Pacolma, CA 91331 Sandwiches

Salads
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The Race is on-Join our Team

=0 Captain Joe Curreri
Commanding Officer

Foothill Area

Los Angles Police Department

The weekend of March 14-15 was a very specia
time in the desert, which connects Californiato Ne-
vada. During that weekend the largest law enforce-
ment sponsored sporting event took place: the 25th
annual Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Relay Race. Therelay race consists
of 20 runners per team, spanning adistance of 120 miles. Two hundred sixty
five teams of law enforcement officials from throughout the United States
and Europe participated in this grueling race, running in the heat of desert
during the day and through the cold of the desert at night.

This event is significant in several ways. Not only does it provide ad-
ditional rationalefor officersto stay in good physical shape throughout the
year, but it aso helps build positive relationships among the participating
agencies and astrong sense of pride and comradery in theindividua teams.

Foothill Area’s running team finished second in its category thisyear, the
best finish in the many years Foothill hasfielded ateam! Just asimportantly,
al team members returned uninjured and ready to continue our other signif-
icant race, the race to run crime out of the Foothill Area.

| am very happy to tell you that, thusfar thisyear, Foothill Areaisex-
periencing the largest percentage decrease in crime throughout the City
of LosAngeles with areduction of 16.2 percent decrease in crime when
compared to the same time last year. With your help, | am convinced that
we can continue to improve upon our crime reduction. Join our team in
running crime out of the Foothill Area. Avoid becoming acrime statistic
by properly securing your valuables, being mindful of your surround-
ings and advising us of suspicious or criminal activity in your neighbor-
hood. Join your Neighborhood Watch to become more educated about
crimein the areaand how to avoid victimization of crime. Call our Com-
munity Relations office for more information at (818) 756-8866.

An Important Message

Sacy Gerlich ,Captain/Paramedic
CERT Unit Commander
Los Angeles Fire Department

To al CERT member in LosAngeles. Dueto are-
cent earthquake swarm near Bombay Beach in the
Salton Seaarea, we are asking that all CERT mem-
bers make sure that your ready bags are deployable

: should the need arise. Please understand that thisis
NOT an ALERT! Should something change, you will be notified through
the automated system or viaemail. Thank you for your cooperation.

ARLETA COMMUNITY WATCHDOGS

Serving Businesses and Residents
Keeping our Community Safe and Clean

For Community Concerns — 24 Hour Hotline

AL PIANTANIDA (818) 897-9122

DEFORMED
and

WE ARE FREE! DISABLED

by

Want a FREE

Fl i
Subscription to NVR? uoridated

Water

Help us to keep our costs down -
Send 6 ea 9 x 12
Self-Addressed Envelopes
stamped with $1.20 ea and mail to:
North Valley Reporter,

P.O. Box 674,Tujunga, CA 91043 cellular level. It inhibits enzymes, the chemical catalysts which underpin all cellular chemistry, including the energy-production mechanisms of the
mitochondria. It also alters the mineral makeup of collagen, bringing about changes to the bones and teeth. It hardens the soft tissue of cartilage,
We will notify you when it's time to replenish tendons and ligaments causing joint pain which mimics the symptoms of arthritis.

Is fluoridated water a cause of unexplained problems in horses ?

Vets and doctors are not taught to recognize the varied signs of fluoride toxicity. Dr Krook has explained how fluoride works insidiously at the

This information was printed in the letters section of Western Horseman Magazine April 2008

Council District Six Sponsors Self-Defense Class

Men, Woman and Children of all ages|earned how to protect themselves during the self -de-
fense class held on Saturday March 21, at the Fernangeles Recreation Center in Sun Valley.
The classwastaught by Instructor Tim Saito, who volunteers histime and service, isa Deputy
City Attorney who worksin the Neighborhood Prosecutor Program andisassignedto LAPD's
North Hollywood Division. This class is highly recommended for Senior Citizens, who
learned quickly how to use acaneto pull their attacker off hisfeet

¢
'

_—

“ ERIM'S HAF KIDO

Alarcon Introduces Motion to Help Wildfire Victims

LosAngeles- —Today, L.A. City Councilmember Richard Alarcén introduced amo-
tion instructing the City of LosAngelestoimmediately accept state funding that will
be used to create temporary jobs for workers who have been displaced by the 2008
wildfires. The jobswill be overseen by the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, and the
jobs created will beto assist in the cleanup and repair of areas damaged by the Sayre
Fire. Additional jobswill also be available for

other dislocated workers or those who are “long term unemployed,” meaning they
have been unemployed for five of the last twenty-six weeks.Approximately 50 tem-
porary jobs (6 month length) are expected to becreated from this funding.

The funding for this program is from a $766,075 grant Nationalemergency Grant
Workforce Investment Act funds from the State of California's Employment Devel-
opment Department. The city has previously received funding for post-disaster job
creation. In November of 2007, the City Council approved the receipt of an initial
allocationof $770,460 from the same funding source, which enabled the City to part-
ner with the County of Los Angeles Workforce Investment area forcleanup and
restoration of areas affected by the 2007 wildfires.

The grant that Councilmember Alarcon is calling on the city to accept is anew,
separate grant of funds and is not part of the “phase one”’ funding.

Councilmember Alarcon has been a strong advocate for the residents who were af -

fected by both the Marek and Sayre Fires. He previously createda $100,000 Relief
Fund for familieswho lost their homes. Monies fromthisfund are currently being dis-
tributed to the affected families.
He aso hosted a holiday event for over 500 people and received donations from
over $60,000 worth of toys, food, clothing and other items and worked with the
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) action to allocate $500,000 for Sayre
Fire victim assistance. He also help persuade the City LosAngelestake over the de-
bris removal processfrom the Oakridge Park area and has worked to expedite the
clean-up and ensure Federal funding for the process.

Sweet Cherrie’s Diner
Delicious, Homemade Food At Resonable Prices
OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast Served All Day - Lunch & Dinner Specials

Omelets - Belgium Waffles- Subs - Burgers - Deli Sandwiches
Grilled Orange Roughy or Halibut - Sauteed or Fried Shrimp

ORDERS TO GO - CATERING FOR ANY OCCASION
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm - Sat 7am-6pm « Sun 7am-3pm
T 818-353-0465 -
e 8236 Foothill Blvd. Sunland -

SYMPTOMS OF FLOURIDE
POISONING IN HORSES
If you have
UNEXPLAINED COLIC .
ABNORMAL HoOF GRowrn | 3 horse you think may
BROWN STAINS ON TEETH be a victim
SKIN ALLERGIES & BUMPS 1.
B ORMIED HOALS e-mail : Mary Benson
CUSHINGS DISEASE c-maryb@msn.com
JOINT and BONE DEFORMITIES
URNIARY PROBLEMS
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Villaraigosa for Governor?

By Ron Kaye

Newly-elected to a second term
by a slim magjority, Mayor Anto-
nio Villaraigosa is gearing up to
run for governor on a platform
that he can do for the State of
California what he's done for the
City of LosAngeles.

Unfortunately for his prospects, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and the Legislature already beat
Villaraigosa to the most important task of bankrupt-
ing the state. That, after all, iswhat Villaraigosa has
done for the city.

Despite raising fees, taxes and rates astronomi-
caly, Villaraigosa has run up a $430 million deficit
for the coming year, or, isit the $700 million City Hall
sources are whispering about, or, the $1 billion it's
likely to be by June.

But what's a few hundred million dollars among
the taxpayers, ratepayers and feepayers of LosAnge-
les? It's a lot actually, when you think about it. Vil-
laraigosa tripled trash fees to hire 1,000 extra cops
and he's actually achieved nearly 800 of them. But,
it's come with an additional price. There aren't any
more officers on the street, mostly because 600 civil-
ian LAPD jobs have been left open and most of the
tens of millions of dollars in extra trash fee money

were spent wherever it served the mayor's political in-
terests, if not the public interests.

So, what is the mayor going to do about the mas-
sive budget hole that his sweetheart deals to labor
unions, developers and contractors have wrought?
He's given every indication that he will cut public
services even more and raise fees everywhere he can,
no matter what the cost to the quality of life of the res-
idents, no matter what the cost to business opportuni-
ties and job creation.

Police and fire unions, looking greedily at the six
percent rai ses being given to Department of Water and
Power workers, are aggressively demanding big wage
increases. Healthy increases are already in contracts
for other city workers. And their pension plans that
pay up to 90 percent of final salaries with lifetime
family health benefits have to be made good for the
huge losses they have suffered because of the Wall
Street meltdown.

The sad truth is that for years L.A. city govern-
ment has been a jobs program, not a public services
program. City government simply costs too much and
delivers too little. Even as poverty in the city has
soared and major corporationswith good-paying jobs
fled, city salaries have kept going up and up.

Thereisnothing left to squeeze out of the residents
and businesses of the city and borrowing and selling

off city assets, asthe mayor intendsto do, is unthink-
able. It'sabill that we will have to pay in the future,
adebt that will prevent us from fixing our neighbor-
hoods for a generation no matter how fast the econ-
omy revives. Thetruth that will not be spoken at City
Hall isthat public employees arein the same position
as autoworkers who are agreeing to decreases in
salaries and benefit cuts to keep their jobs and keep
public services going.

There are huge sums of money owed the city that
must be collected and unproductive programs that
must be eliminated. Public pay and benefits must also
be brought in line with the private sector which is usu-
aly lower for the like positions.

Don’'t count on the mayor to ever suggest such a
thing unless the same kind of grassroots effort that
went into fighting Measure B to a stalemate, is
brought to bear on the city budget.

Without that pressure from the community, busi-
ness and labor and people of al political beliefs, you
are going to be hearing alot of campaign slogans that
sound like this: “Nobody knows how to squeeze more
money out of the public than | do. Elect me governor
and I'll balance the budget on the backs of working
people just like you.” Editors Note: Ron Kayeis a
former Editor of the Daily News and Chairman of
Saving L.A. Project, website: ronkayela.com

State of the Housing Market: The Silver Lining

By Craig Price

There is a great dea of negativity in the news sur-
rounding real estate these days. However, thereareaso
alot of positive things going on unnoticed.

According to the Southland Regional Association of
Redtors website, single-family home salesin the San
Fernando Valley increased 13% in 2008 and 21% in
January 2009. Single-family home sales in the Santa
Clarita Valley increased 10.1% in 2008 and 48.5% in
January 2009! Eventualy priceswill rise again.

With lower resale prices and recent declines in the
mortgage interest rate, the real estate market becomes
dramatically more inviting for entry-level buyers. The
SRAR reportsthat affordability of homesin California
more than doubled last year. A recent study found that
approximately 53% of Californiahouseholds can afford
to buy an entry-level home, up from 24% for the same
period ayear ago.

Many people are unaware of incentives now avail-
ableto buyers. The SRAR iscurrently offering a$4,000
grant with no repayment requirementsto low- and mod-
erate-income households who purchase a home in the

San Fernando or SantaClaritaValey. President Obama
signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
into law on February 17th, 2009. Thisstimulus package
includes a Federal Housing Tax Credit of up to $8,000
for firgt-time homebuyers who purchase aprimary res-
idence between January 1, 2009 and December 1, 2009.
Thisisan increase from the $7,500 that was already in
effect. The new tax credit is also different. It does not
haveto be paid back if the homeowner staysin the home
a least three years.

While lenders are still reluctant to write loans,
there are several options available to people who want
to buy. FHA-insured loans have become popular
again and have many benefits. Almost anyoneis eli-
gible for an FHA-insured home loan — not just first-
time buyers. There are aso no limits on the
household income or price of the home being pur-
chased. Even more appealing, the down payment re-
quired is as low as 3.5%, as of January 1st, and there
are no prepayment penalties. Finally, the loan limit
on FHA-insured loans was raised from $625,000 to
$725,000 by the recent stimulus package.

For consumers having difficulty securing aloan, the
Department of Veterans Affairs and credit unions may
provideasolution. The VA doesn't makeloans, but they
guarantee payment of loansif the buyer defaults. Many
lenders will accept this guarantee as a substitute for a
down payment. If aconsumer is men or women who
served in our armed forces, the VA may be ableto help
secure a home loan. For those who belong to a credit
union, there are a so advantages to home loans made by
thoseindtitutions. Credit unions often offer add-on fees
that are much lower than most other financia institu-
tions. They are aso service-oriented ingtitutions, who
make their loans very consumer-friendly.

Today, the real estate market is much more compli-
cated than the doom and gloom that the mediamay lead
the public to believe. Today's market isabuyer’s mar-
ket, unlike any we have seen in recent years, and op-
portunities gill exist. | invite you to contact me for a
market analysison thereal estate market in your neigh-
borhood, at no charge. | am happy to discuss your op-
tions with you and guide you in venturing into the real
estate market. | can be reached at CraigPrice@kw.com

Freedom

By Robert J. Barbera

The very hope of most peopleisto be
free. However, do wetakethe stepsto
be free? Over the years Americans
have become less self-reliant. Thisis
acted out in many ways.

We have become more and more
accustomed to government entitle-
ments. If you don’t earn enough the government provides
tax refunds (an oxymoron) evenif you haven't paid taxes.
The list of entitlements continues on to food with food
stamps, rent through Section 8, free legal and medical
service etc. etc. The programs areidealistic, which could
be agood thing, however, the abuse is rampant.

Restrictions and regulations have mounted over the
years. Environmental controls on land use and build-

ing development have preempted one’'s own decisions
and development plans. Health and safety regulations
have stymied production.

The complicated mix of salestaxes, property taxes,
income taxes and state taxes are confusing and confis-
catory. Our progressive tax system penalizes success.
We have become a nation of litigants. Many of usface
consequences when trying to perform our services.

Special business interests groups from farming to
manufacturing receive subsidies. Lately, big business
comes in with the expectation of being bailed out for
their mismanagement.

In the past, it was expected for one to be independ-
ent, responsible, and self- reliant. Now problems are
solved at someone else’'s expense. The government be-
comes the enabler, and we give up our freedom. In
short steps we come to expect a lifting hand but over

time we expect the help received as aright. The law-
makers, acting as our superiors, take resources and pro-
ductivity from one group and give entitlements to
another. For their interventions, they wish to be re-
elected. Or worse yet, the politician loves the power of
being benevolent. The great example of thiswasto en-
courage home ownership. The whole system of housing
went “Hellter Skellter” to provide housing. As aresult
our economy broke down.

Our representatives are supposed to be servants of
the people. The people are now the servants of the rep-
resentatives. The price we have paid isthe loss of free-
dom. Let usrecapture our freedoms of the past by being
independent and self-reliant.

Editor’'s Note: Mr. Barbera is Chairman of the
Americanism Educational League. To contact him,
visit: http://mww.americanism.org

Rise-N-Shine Cafe
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Breakfast Served All Day
Omelets
Biscuits 'n Gravy
Chicken 'n Walffles
Chicken Fried Steak
Order Everything () It's all Great!

BREAKFAST & LUNCEL

818-352-51288

Home Cooked Food
Made Fresh From Scratch

Sharon. IZcith
e Family

8885 Sunland Blvd.
Shadow Hills




Huge Victory for Mission Hills Surrou

With approval from the court, on March 6, 2009, the
Los Angeles City Council voted to resume construc-
tion of the expansion of Providence Holy Cross M ed-
ical Center in Mission Hills. Due to a technicality, a
judgeissued a“ Stop” notice last year, which resulted
in construction coming to a grinding halt.

When completed, the new trauma center will pro-
vide, among other services, 101 new inpatient beds,
ten semi-private overnight rooms for ER patients, a
12 bed Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, additional ICU
beds and new labor and delivery beds. All at no cost
to the City. In addition to bringing desperately needed

access to expanded health care to communitiesin the
Valley, the expansion will providejobsfor 300 work-
ersat atime when unemployment isat a25 year high.

Even with this good news, it's not over yet. How-
ever, as we await the final outcome, | would like to
take this opportunity to offer asincere thank you and
acknowledgement to all past and present Mission
Hills Neighborhood Council (MHNC) Board mem-
bers aswell as our Zoning and Land Use Committee
for your insight, vision, dedication and perseverance.
From the very start, by taking the swift and deter-
mined action necessary to support the expansion of
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Holy Cross Hospital, the MHNC provided atrue rep-
resentation of the expressed wishes of the magjority of
our stakeholders.

The MHNC extends a special thank you to Maria
Townsend and Holy Cross staff for their relentless ef-
fortsin lobbying for thisworthy and honorabl e cause.
The San Fernando Valley is now alittle closer to hav-
ing a safer, more secure place in which to live and

raise our families because of thisvictory.
David Guzman

President, Board of Directors
Mission Hills Neighborhood Council

Leaving a Golf Course and
Community in the Lurch

If L.A. City Councilmember Wendy Greuel had spent as much energy on saving
the Verdugo Hills Golf Course as she did on her campaign for L.A. City Con-
troller, the golf course would be in safe hands by now. If Councilmember Greuel
had taken the initiative shown by Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, local com-
munity leaders, and even the eager-to-sell property owner, she could have cinched
adeal intheform of amulti-jurisdictional purchase of the golf course, preserving
avaluable recreation and open space resource shared by numerous communities.
Instead, Ms. Greuel has only talked the talk during the past three years, letting
fortuitous circumstances dwindle, and now the owner/devel oper of the golf course
is proceeding with plans for an Environmental Impact Report for a proposed de-
velopment of 229 homes on the golf course. Ms. Greud will be moving onto the
L.A. City Controller’s office on July 1 with no apparent plan for a golf course
procurement in place, leaving the residents of Sunland-Tujunga, La Crescenta,
Montrose and Glendale to gear up for what may be a protracted, exhausting bat-
tle with the devel oper.

And make no mistake--thisis not just an unfortunate turn of events. During
the past three years, the Verdugo Hills Golf Course Committee has made mon-
umental efforts toward working with Councilmember Greuel’s office to save
the Verdugo Hills Golf Course, and she responded with a pledge to secure a
purchase deal prior to her departure from Council District 2. She agreed to ex-
plore all possible funding sources through city, state and federal designations.
Santa M onica Mountains Conservancy representatives have offered various sce-
narios for possible funding, and the Verdugo Hills Golf Course Committee pre-
sented avisionary plan for agolf course/regional park that could trigger funding
for recreation, watershed and wildlife habitat. Experts and government officials
from surrounding communities have suggested additional funding avenues as
well. Councilmember Greuel heard all of it and pledged to research the funding
options, but she has not delivered. When pressed for answers at community
meetings, Ms. Greuel’s staff continues to make excuses and hazy speculations,
with nary aclear direction to save the golf course.

The current poor economy isno excusefor lack of adeal. Since 2006, the Ver-
dugo Hills Golf Course Committee has advocated creative, cooperative funding,
and it remains a viable avenue for Councilmember Greue today. Ms. Greuel’s
constituents and surrounding communities expect her to step up and fulfill her
promise to structure a deal to save the Verdugo Hills Golf Course. She needsto
finish her job before heading out of town.

Sharon Hales

La Crescenta
Editor’s Note: Sharon Halesis a member of the Vierdugo Hills Golf Course Committee

Thank You all - for Your
Big Hearts

First, I want to thank City Councilmember Richard Alarcon for stepping up to the
plate regarding the wildfires. He is making sure that the cleanup is getting done
in an efficient manner, and he has also helped many families, who are victims, in
their time of need.

| am blessed to be a part of the revitalization effort and ook forward to the day
when all families affected by the fire are able to go back to their homes, and we
can celebrate their good fortunes together.

| also want to thank every single volunteer for their many hours of dedicated
work, without pay, for helping the SFV- LTRG, and who continue to give all the
love in their hearts to see that every family gets the assistance they need.

Tammy Flores

Co-Chairperson, SFV-Long Term Recovery Group

Vice President, Sylmar Neighborhood Council

Bill Robertson for
Council District Two

Several local activists have been seriously looking for a possible grass roots can-
didate to run for Council District 2. We all agree that it should be someone who has
real experience in dealing with the city departments, the City Council, and the
Mayor's Office. | think that possible candidatecould be Bill Robertson, the head of
the Bureau of Street Services.

Bill, who livesin Tujunga, is part of the equestrian community. As Director of
Street Services, he understands the unique needs of each part of this district. He
is also passionate about working with NCs throughout the city.

| have dealt with him on several street projects over the years and he gets things
done! He isno politician, but he has worked in the city for 25 years, working his
way from truck driver to the head of the Bureau and is well-liked and respected by
everyone from the secretaries in his department to the politicians he has to work
with. | have talked to him, he believes in the autonomy of communities. | believe
that if we could convince him to run, he would truly serve the best interests of all
our communities in District Two.

Terry Hake-Church

Tugging

Continued from cover — Veterans

Under questioning by AZA Linn Wyatt, Consultant
Lee Ambers stated that in a private meeting with
Michael LoGrande, Chief Zoning Administrator, and
Gail Goldberg, Director of City Planning, LoGrande
and Goldberg had decided that Gallo could sign the
application. The Application was signed by Lessee,
DoraLeong Gallo, CEO of A Community of Friends,
(ACOF) on 6/4/08 without Power of Attorney to act
on behalf of the VA. According to the Applicant's af -
fidavit: “Under penalty of perjury the following dec-
larations are made:

The undersigned isthe owner, or lesseeif entiresite
isleased, or authorized agent of the owner with power
of attorney or officers of a corporation.”

A Zone Variance is, in effect, a zone change al-
though it applies only to a portion of the property.
ACOF isnot the property owner and, as Gordon Mur-
ley, author of PF Zoning and Member of South Valley
Area Planning Commission, pointed that ACOF is not
the owner, therefore the application should not even
have been accepted. Murley also told Wyatt that she

could not make at least three of the five mandatory
findings necessary for approval.

“The Master Plan for the Sepulveda facility does
not exist. Before a project like the New Directions
Sepulvedal and 11 is approved, aplan for the site that
boldly looksto serving the veterans and their families
in the future should be considered. The San Fernando
Valley communities have alarge stake in this rare and
valuable VA property. It should not be redevel oped nor
committed to permanent uses without careful overall
planning,” said Lewis Brown, President North Hills
West Neighborhood Council (NHWNC).

Councilmember Greig Smith said, "We cannot
comment as this is an ongoing and open land use ap-
plication with facts still coming in."

Peggy Burgess, Stakeholder-member of NHWNC
Land Use Committee said, “ The controversy is more
than a‘land use’ issue. It represents ablatant disregard
by the VA for veteransto which the City has become a
part of. Granting the variance would severely debili-
tate and incapacitate the more than 150,000 veterans
who rely on the Sepulvedafacility for medical careand

who are now forced to travel to West LosAngeles for
acute care. Add to that equation the thousands of
Afghanistan and Iraq soldierswho have been deployed
multipletimes, unlike any other war, and the end result
will be acritical shortage of acute care. The buildings
must be restored to afull service medical facility. The
Enhanced 75 year leases will pave the way for further
building on the 160-acre site aswell.”

There are more than 230,000 stakeholders, Neigh-
borhood Councils, Veterans, and Civic Organizations
etc., who have voiced strong opposition to the Sepul-
veda Veterans Hospital Project.

Robert Rosebrock, Co-Director - We the Veterans
and Director - The Veterans Revolution, lamented,
“Oncethis‘community’ group getsinto the Sepulveda
VA, it will become as corrupt as the West LA VA that
has leased 20 acres for a wealthy private community
school, leased two Veterans theaters to an entertain-
ment group for a ‘community cultural center’ and 16
acres for a ‘public community park,” while Veterans
healthcare services go neglected.”

katharine.russ@charter.net



March 2009

NORTH VALLEY REPORTER

-

|

N (%
a

" e
5,

ar

A little charm would do no good
at all. Whiskers was a short,
dirty, bearded, scruff of a man
with teeth missing and a smell that preceded him
everywhere. It would take a great deal more than
just alittle charm to make these women want any-
thing other than getting asfar away as possible, as
quickly as possible, from the man. As Whiskers
smiled and batted his eyelashes, the women, who
were still focused on the huge clump of spittlehe'd
just left on the floor, simply ignored him.

Drake had been very anxious to meet the vil-
lage elders so he finished embracing his old friend
Whiskers and walked proudly to the table to intro-
duce himself. Fanella jumped ahead and quickly
began theintroductions. “ Thisis Drake, our newest
visitor to the camp, and his mother, Madeline’.

There at the tabl e, seated as though they were a
high counsel, werefive elderly men. Theoneinthe
middle was clearly the man in charge and thiswas
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Tender Loving Care

77%8 Wyngate Streer
Tujunga CA 91042

Call For Appointment
818-352-05%6

Carrick's Journey PET GROOMING Guitar Lessons
by Jackie Savage 6q Q@zson
By Tomi Lyn Bowling Reasonable Rares ( for

Children and Adults
San Fernando Valley area

Call 818-577-0549
for information

www.thefishlady.com

1.800.4FISHLADY
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Barbara D. Johnson
8107 Orion Ave. » Suite #15
Von Nuys = CA 91406-1438

Dffice: 818.997.6091
Fox: 818.997.3979 « Cell: 818.968.4486
E-mail: barbara@thefishlody.com

(818) 353-5424
FAX (818) 353-0478
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MERITHEW’'S HARDWARE

PLUMBING  ELECTRICAL * PAINT « GARDEN TOOLS

9926 COMMERCE AVENUE

JEFF MIVELAZ TUJUNGA, CA 91042

SALLY HALL

The Foothill’s Top Producing
CENTURY 21° Agent

Eighteen Years CENTURION® Award Winner

Bankof America

>

very visible even to a newcomer. Each of the men 7% 8 MO WTRC‘::: )

stood up to shake handswith the visitors, while in- “Masters Hallof Fame” AB:"“’iﬂw‘gt Viee P""‘““‘e. s
. Sold more than 900 homes

troducing themselves. “Lovely to meet you Made- worth over $200 milion Sunland Banking Center

line, and Mr. Drake, my pleasure. My name is
Thomas,” the first man said as he shook their
hands in turn. Drake did not speak up but allowed
his name to be referred to as Mr. Drake, out of
sheer politeness. The next man stood up and nod-
ded to Drake first and then to Maddie, “My name

Serving Sunland / Tujunga,
i Sl

8307 Foothill Boulevard
Sunland, California 91040

Toll Free (800) 964-0021, ext.215
Cell Phone (818) 370-8809

Business (818) 352-8935
Fax (818) 251-1681

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated @

E-Mail SallyC21@aol.com
http://Sallyhall.realtor.com

Tel: 818.353.1175 - Fax: 818.353.5586 - Cust. Sve: 818.507.6700

Bank of America, CA8-129-01-01
8510 Foothill Blvd, Sunland, CA 91040

is Benjamin”. The man in the middle was skipped MASSACGE WITH CARE AL ’
as the fourth man stood up and also nodded, “My By:Gaby — M
nameisThistle,” and thefifth man, “And my name 3 c Medical
is Sarge. That’s my nickname but it's the name T sy
" * Pain and Stress Management
everyone knows me by. «Ci / Swedi )
That |eft the man appeared to be the |eader. He irculatory / Swedish RESTAURANT
stood up tall with his broad shoulders, short gray- * Jfull Body Massages
ing hair, clothing that was neatly pressed and ap- * Pregnancy Massage COCKTMLS

peared somewhat stately looking. He just looked
like an important person. He reached his hand out
to Maddie first, nodded, took her tiny hand cup-
ping it into both of hisown, and said with awarm
smile, “|I am Sebastian, and | can't tell you how
wonderful it is to finally meet you...” and he
turned his dark brown eyed gaze to Drake.
“Young man, | have heard all about you and |
must say that it is an honor to meet you. Please
sit down and tell me your tale. How did you come
to be here today?’

....to be continued.

Se Habla Espariol!  Tel: (818) 389-9374

LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF MT. GLEASON AVENUE
AND SUMMITROSE

A Sharp Music Method

.p F [Piano » Voice » Flute » Sax » Violin » Drums]

Guitar » Bass » Cello = Viola *+ and More.
T JJ

JAZZ CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL

Sunland » La Crescenta » Glendale
'\/,7 ./ﬂ La Cafiada « Tujunga » Eagle Rock

818-951-5077 " “litan aumank

" Los Feliz « Burbank
www.musiclessons4all.com

Granada Hills North
Neighborhood Council

“Get Involved in Your Community”

GHNNC meets the last Monday of
every month at Yan Gogh Elem. School

www.GHNNC.org
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Public Comment Ne
Arcadia - Angeles National Forest officials is submitting a cooperative grant
application to the State of California Off-highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
Division for 2009/2010 "Green Sticker" grants, and is seeking public comment
on the application. Comments must be received between March 3, 2009, and
April 6, 2009. GreenSticker grants provide funding to help protect, maintain,
and enhance the Forest's designated off-highway vehicle (OHV) system. Grant
money would be used for trails and facilities maintenance, signage, wildlife and
cultural resource protection, restoration projects, and law enforcement support
at OHV areas. The draft grant application is available on the California State
parks website, at http://www.ohv.parks.ca.gov. To receive a copy of the appli-
cation by mail, please call the Santa Clara/lMojave Rivers Ranger District Of-
fice at (661) 296-9710.

Comments that are submitted online are required to be sent to the Forest
Service, at rkidd@fs.fed.us, and to the California State OHV program, at
http://www.ohv.parks.ca.gov. Comments also can be submitted by mail to:
Ray Kidd, USDA Forest Service, 28245 Avenue Crocker #220, and Santa
Clarita CA 91355.

Further information on grant regulations is available at
http://www.ohv.parks.ca.gov. For more information on the application and on
the Angeles National Forest’s OHV program, please contact Ray Kidd at (661)
296-9710, ext. 229

The Rainmaker

By Marlene Hitt

Many years ago there lived a man named Mr. Hatfield, a man who was
said to be a commander of nature. He was called the greatest rainmaker
of al times after his 30 years of filling lakes, saving crops and breaking
droughts from the Yukon to Guatemala.

In 1915, Hatfield made an offer to his City Council at atime when the
great reservoir at Morena Dam near San Diego was drying up. A period
of severe drought had lowered the water level to near the bottom.

Hatfield proposed that if he could fill the reservoir he would be paid
$10,000. The agreement was that if he accomplished that task he would
be paid, if not, he would receive no money. The council members ac-
cepted the offer with amusement and pleasure.

Thetask seemed impossible since the reservoir would hold 15 billion
gallons and had never been any more than athird full. But Hatfield went
to work by erecting a 20 foot wooden tower, on top of which were trays
containing his special moisture attracting mixture.

By the elapse of seven days there was water in the reservoir. Five
days later, heavy, almost continuous rain fell all over the county, fol-
lowed by ten more days of deluge. By that time the whole area was
flooded. The rain stopped when the water in the Morena was just five
inches from the top of the dam, almost at its breaking point.

A lower dam disintegrated, washing away everything inits 12 mile path
Fifty liveswere lost, 200 bridges were washed away, and miles of railroad
track were destroyed. In some placesthe landscape was altered permanently.

When Hatfield’s went to claim his money, and there was no doubt
that he had filled the reservoir, the city council refused to pay, caling
the flooding an “Act of God”. Since Charles Hatfield had no written
agreement, and since he had no way to prove that he had been the cause
of therain, he had no case, even though he tried to sue the city.

Thecity of San Diego remembered Hatfield, though, and when, in 1948
they hired a cloud seeder they took out substantial damage insurance.

Editor’s Note: Marlene Hitt is Past Poet Laureate of Sunland-Tujunga
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Close to Dedication

By Tomi Lyn Bowling

Thousand Oaks - Requirementsfor the final Conditional Use Permits of Angeles Na-
tional Golf Course (ANGC) alwaysincluded plansfor 280 acres of Big TujungaWash
be dedicated as a Nature Preserve.

The property dedication includes approximately 240 acres of flat land and 40 acres
of hillside. Theimpending dedication has been floundering for many months without
a management body willing to accept the dedication, until last week, when active
community members were alerted to an upcoming meeting of the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy (SMMC). SMMC is a conservation group that accepts, as
well as manages, open space and land dedications for preservation. It is the group
that is specified as the preferred body for thistask in the origina plans.

On March 17 concerned community members traveled to Thousand Oaksto attend
the meeting and presented photographs, power points, maps and impassioned pleasto
the Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority (rangers who work specifically
with the Conservancy). They agreed to revisit the Tujunga Wash in order to make an
"estimate of cost.” The Chief Ranger did visit afew dayslater and spent several hours

looking it over. A proposal has now been formulated in order to move forward with
accepting the dedication. The boundaries for the dedication will include the Tujunga
Wash, from Oro Vistato the East, Foothill Blvd. at ANGC, to the west, and two ranges
of hillsto the North and South, and about half way up the North hillside.

If the proposal is accepted by the ANGC, the dedicated portion of the wash will
be cleaned, signs posted, trash receptacles installed, trails marked and maintained,
and it will be patrolled by park rangers. Plans already in existence mandate that the
land be preserved and dedicated and include the terms by which that must be imple-
mented. A sample of the rules that will be placed over this area of the wash include:
No smoking, no overnight camping, no fires of any kind, no motorized vehicles, no
BMX trailsfor bicycles, no littering or dumping, no off leash dogs. Dogs must be on
aleash and park hours are from sunrise to sunset. The trails are for hikers, bicyclists,
horses, runners, and walkers. Gates will be appropriately placed at entry points.

The chief ranger remarked about the beauty of the Tujunga Wash. Onceit is com-
pletely cleaned up, the community will have a grand opening ceremony. The partici-
pation of the many community activists and groups played very important roles in
making the region’s dream a reality. The Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council
(STNC), STNC Land Use Committee, Sunland-TujungaAlliance, Foothill Trails Dis-
trict Neighborhood Council (FTDNC), FTDNC Watershed Council, Riverwood
Ranch, Council District 2 staff, Shadow Hills Property Association, and many more,
are urging the ANGC to accept this proposal and allow the Tujunga Wash to undergo
a long overdue preservation process. Contact them via their website, www.ange-
lesnational.com, or fax 818-951-8791, or contact the STNC at: www.STNC.org. for
more information.

Editor’'sNote: Ms. Bowling isthe STNC Land Use Chair and Business Representative




