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Permit Appeal Aéaint

Home Depot Denied

Sunland-Tujunga Community

Outraged

by Nina Royal

Angering local residents
and activists, the Los An-
geles Department of Build-
ing and Safety has denied
an appeal sponsored by the
No2Home Depot group in
Sunland-Tujunga. The ap-
peal was denied October 5.

The Department had
originally  issued = Home
Depot permits on July 24
for what they termed “ten-
ant improvements,” rather
than a “project,” incurring
the ire of the community,
and triggering the appeal. A
“project” ruling would have
required that Home Depot
complete an Environmental
Impact Report.

The No2HomeDepot
group, which filed the ap-
peal, is also part of a non-
profit organization called the
Sunland-Tujunga  Alliance
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(STA), a 501(c) 3 Com-
munity Benefit Corporation.
Both  organizations  share
similar members. The two
groups had united to work
together after learning the
home improvement chain
had purchased the lease of
the former Kmart building at
8040 Foothill Boulevard in
October of 2004. The group
has said it is determined
to bring in a general retail
store such as Target, citing
the lack of such stores in
the area.

Upon learning of the
July 24 issuance of permits,
the group scurried to raise
funds to file an appeal. They
asked the city to rescind or
revoke any City Building
Permits issued for the Home
Depot Facility, positing that
the permits were a violation

How to Protect
Yourself From ID
Theft.

page 2

N
! ]
L] i -
.,-.-II i h“ 3 l‘.ﬂ-.-.— e gar

Neighbors Fear
the Loss of
Verdugo Hills
Golf Course

News Analysis
by Nina Royal

As the number of devel-
opments in and around
the Sunland-Tujunga area
continues  to  increase,
and developers enter into
agreements that allow
more construction than the
community is comfortable
with, local residents now
fear for the increasing loss
of local open space.

At least one develop-
er—MWH, Inc., owned by
Mark Handel—is respon-
sible for a number of large
developments on Foothill
Boulevard and Huber Street

Continued page 3

Residents near proposed Home Depot may have a view like this from their kitchen windows.

of the City Code ordinances,
the California Environmental
Quality Act and the Foothill
Boulevard Corridor Specific
Plan.

In the letter prepared
by Luis Sanchez, for hear-
ing officer Lincoln Lee, De-
partment of Building and
Safety, stating various rea-
sons for rejecting the ap-
peal, including the fact that
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the proposed work does not
prolong the life of the sup-
porting beams of the build-
ing, and does not increase
the floor area. Home Depot
is not changing the use of
the building, and the pro-
posed work does not exceed
50 percent of the replace-
ment cost of the existing
structure. Also, the proposed
work was reviewed by the
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Department of City Planning
and deemed not to constitute
a “project.”

In a response letter to
Building and Safety offi-
cials, Abby Diamond, secre-
tary of the Sunland-Tujunga
Alliance wrote, “Please note
that LADBS did not provide
any of the Building Code
sections that they relied on

Continued page 2
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for Palmdale?

Alarcon and Runner Plan Initiative

by Nina Royal

State Senators Richard Alar-
con and George Runner
have formed a Bi-Partisan
Initiative to develop a new
regional airport in Palmdale,
to address the growing avia-
tion need for Southern Cali-
fornians.

Both Alarcon and Run-
ner believe that the devel-
opment of a new airport
in Palmdale will afford the
north Los Angeles County
area economic growth op-
portunities, resulting from
the availability of state funds
required for the build-out of
the infrastructure to support
the airport. It will also cre-
ate new jobs, increase ho-
tel occupancy, and increase
goods and services to the
Los Angeles Region.

The Senators’ goal is

to form a broad coalition,
including community partici-

pation. They also plan to
gather support for earmark-
ing State Infrastructure Bond
funds for the construction
of the airport, along with
other infrastructure projects
such as a high speed rail
and additional freeway lanes
needed for the movement of
people and goods.

Alarcon and  Runner
are hoping that community
members embrace their goal
for the airport and become
supporters and advocates by
gathering signatures in sup-
port of their plan. A meeting
will be held Friday, October,
13, at the Van Nuys State
Office Building Auditorium,
6150 Van Nuys Blvd. from
10 am to noon. For further
information or questions, call
Mr. Alvin Kusumoto at 818-
901-5588 A meeting RSVP
is requested.
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IN HISTORIC OLDE TOWNE TUJUNGA

(818) 353-7135

by Nina Royal

The Sun Valley Neighbor-
hood Council (SVNC) is
scrambling to save their
neighborhood’s trees. The
SVNC was only recently

notified by LA Street Ser-
vices of the planned remov-
al of 30 canopy trees—8 of
which are protected Syca-
mores—on Glenoaks Bou-
levard in Sun Valley. Street
Services plans to remove
the trees from the front of
the former Sheridan Gar-
dens property. The depart-
ment also plans to widen
the street, also against the
wishes of the Neighborhood

Street Services to Remove

Protected Trees
Sun Valley NC vows to fight

Council, which recenetly
voted unanimously to save
the trees.

The  properties  were
originally purchased by Ted

Council member Greuel wants to save the trees.

Stein and Dan Rosenfeld,
who plan to construct 102
condominium units on the
street.

During a regular City
Planning Commission meet-
ing September 28, Council-
member Wendy Greuel said
she supports the develop-
ment, but also wants to save
the trees. The developers
said they are not opposed to
keeping them and will coop-

erate with the community’s
wishes.

LAPD Senior Lead Of-
ficer Michele Rodriguez
has voiced a concern that
the widening of the street
will be conducive to “street
racing” and will only ben-
efit additional parking for
the large semi-diesel trucks
which now occupy the bou-
levard, to the consternation
of the community.

SVNC board member
Benson questioned how
widening a street can be
more important than saving
existing and protected trees
which are at least 75 years
old. Street Services has said
it will replace each tree with
2 young trees. According
to Benson, however, City
planning department has
the ability to stop Street
Services from destroying
the trees. She also voiced
concern that new trees may
take decades to actually be-
come shade trees and pro-
vide a natural canopy.

She is hoping that other
communities will come for-
ward and write to the City
planning department to en-
courage them to stop the
order to remove the trees.

Appeal Denied

from page 1

to make their determina-
tion regarding structural al-
terations. No examples were
given. Unfortunately, they
did not address our detailed
comments included in Ex-
hibit “C” of our Appeal.
Keep in mind that answer
#2 of the 4 questions ...
specifically pointed out that
the “engineer of community”
would have to prove that
the floor slab is structural.
We did that, but the subject
was only given a brief com-
ment in the Discussion sec-
tion of the response. In my
opinion, this response from
LADBS is not adequate and
it is a great disappointment.
In other words, it’s a farce.
We will be pursuing the
next stage of the appeal
process and we would like
your comments.”

Joe Barrett, Chairman of
the No 2 Home Depot cam-
paign, added, “The response
was prepared by Luis San-
chez on behalf of Lincoln
Lee, a senior official at
LADBS. We expected Mr.
Lee to defend his depart-
ments’ actions, but we nev-
er thought he would defend
them by ignoring so much
of our Appeal. Although we

expected LADBS to not ad-
dress some of the issues we
presented, we are shocked at
how many issues they chose
to overlook or just plain ig-
nore. Even worse, many of
the challenges we presented
were directly tied to specific
codes that fall within the

“The longer this
battle goes on,
and the more we
learn about the
inner workings
of the City, the
more we are
convinced that

LADBS is a
dysfunctional.

jurisdiction of LADBS and
they completely neglected to
respond to them. Their re-
port is a complete farce and
we will be presenting our
follow-up challenge within
the next two weeks.

“The longer this battle
goes on, and the more we
learn about the inner work-
ings of the City, the more
we are convinced that LAD-

BS is a dysfunctional. if not
downright corrupt City de-
partment.”

According to  Rocky
Wiles of the Engineering
Bureau, the No 2 Home De-
pot Campaign must file an
appeal with the Department
of City Planning no later
than October 20, 2006.

The property now occu-
pied by Home Depot was
originally a grape vineyard.
It then became an Edwards
Family-owned drive-in
called the Sunland Drive-
In Theater, until 1976 when
Kmart took over and opened
its doors. The construction
of the Kmart store caused
many small family-owned
merchandise businesses to
close, as they were unable
to compete with chain store
prices. Residents fear that
the same fate will befall lo-
cal hardware stores, with the
construction of the Home
Depot store.

More information on
the issue 1is available at
www.no2homedepot.com
The Home Depot website is
at www.homedepot.com.
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Open Space Under Siege

from page 1

in Sylmar, on what was
once pristine open space.
Although within the legal
bounds of the law, many
community members con-
sider them an eyesore.

“The two story box units
with minimal space between
them, are extremely visible
from both the 210 Freeway
and the boulevard. They ap-
pear to be packed together
like sardines with no yards
or room for trees,” said one
resident who asked to re-
main anonymous.

“However,” the resident
said, “Mr. Handel is within
his rights and has a by-right
from the state as well as the
city of Los Angeles, both
offering a density bonus for
multiple affordable housing
units.

MWH has now set its
sights on the Verdugo Hills
Golf Course on La Tuna
Canyon Boulevard at Big
Tujunga Canyon Road in
Tujunga. Handel purchased
the golf course in 2005. The
property is presently zoned
RA, Al and the club house
is zoned commercial. Since
its purchase by MWH, the
grounds are starting to show
signs of deterioration. At
least a few golfers have
speculated that it is not
being maintained properly
in order to show that the
course is not being used to
its maximum potential and
should be granted the vari-

ance they plan to request.
Handel attended a Town
Hall meeting sponsored by
the Sunland-Tujunga Neigh-
borhood Council (STNC) in
June 2005. At that time he
presented proposals for two
possible projects, one for
320-plus detached townhous-
es and one for a 300,000-
square foot retail shopping
center with 1,100 parking
spaces.  Both plans were
defeated by straw vote. The
Council members did not
want to give up the golf

‘The two story
box units with
minimal space
between them, are
extremely visible
from both the 210
Freeway and the
boulevard. They
appear to be
packed together
like sardines with
no yards or room
for trees.”—A
Sylmar resident.

course, and felt the new re-
tail development would take
business away from the new
Foothill Commerce Town
Square due to open next
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year.
Handel
made anoth-
er presenta-
tion to the
Design Ad-
visory Board
of the STNC
in July 2006.
His massive
new propos-
al included
27 units of
housing in
five  build-
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ings, two
stories high,
south of La Tuna Canyon
along the 210 freeway,
24 two-story townhouses
accessible from Tujunga
Canyon Boulevard, two
three-story  60-unit, mul-
tifamily complexes along
Tujunga Canyon by the in-
tersection of La Tuna Can-
yon, and eighteen 2-story
structures built on the golf
course property along with
a commercial area covering
10,500 square feet with ac-
cess off La Tuna Canyon.

Handel said he wants
to preserve a public ex-
ecutive golf course in and
around the town homes to
be maintained by a prop-
erty owners association.
He has also volunteered to
reduce the height of the
buildings from four stories
and three stories to two-
stories.

Developer is crowding houses together but is staying within legal limits.

Many community
members are also leery
about developer-negotiated
“deals.” The developer of
the Cascades project in
Sylmar promised the com-
munity a much-needed Fire
Station. The fire station
may not be built anytime
soon, however, as the de-
veloper reportedly is short
of funds. Whitebird
developers, responsible for
the Canyon Hills project,
have promised the Sun-
land-Tujunga  community
parkland in exchange for
a variance, but are having
trouble finding an agency
willing to spend the mon-
ey to oversee and maintain
the property.

Meanwhile, homeown-
ers 1in the Renaissance
development, a gated

community in Sunland-Tu-

REAL ESTATE & PROFESSIONAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
SERVICES
a SOUND Investment

“WE CARE ABOUT YOUR INVESTMENT?”
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junga, are unhappy because
hikers are going through
property, which is actually
negotiated parkland, which
provides access to The
Rim of the Valley.

The Foothills commu-
nity has long been attrac-
tive to developers, partic-
ularly the areas near the
210 freeway, as it bisects
the communities on its
way to the Simi Valley
and Golden State free-
ways. Local activists are
hoping to continue to en-
list the help of neighbor-
hood councils and elected
officials to preserve not
only open space, but also
locations that hold historic
value as well.
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LA County Seal’s
Day in Court

On October 17, 2006 Robert J. Muise of the Thomas More
Law Center will be presenting his case, Vasquez v. La
County, a county employee opposing the changing of the
Original Seal, to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Mr.
Muise is also handling the Mt. Soledad Cross case. The
calendar begins at 9:30 and his is fourth case in line.

His plan is to request a stay on the continued changes of
the Original Seals until the court cases have been resolved.

The court is located at the Richard H. Chambers Court
of Appeal Building 125 South Grand Ave, Pasadena, Ca
91105.

Produce & Deli

10047 Commerce Ave.
Tujunga

Students

Free student checking for 5 years,
plus credit card and loan options
designed for students.
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by Elektra Kruger

LAKEVIEW TER-
RACE—The Los Angeles
City Planning Commis-

sion on June 22 disallowed
the requested General Plan
Amendment (GPA) from
Minimum Density Residen-
tial to Low Density Resi-
dential for the Terra Vista
Project in Lake View Ter-
race, and recommended the
Mayor and City Council do
likewise. The commission
also disapproved the re-
quested Zone Change from
A2-1 Agricultural Zone to
RD6-1Restricted Density
Multiple Dwelling Zone.
They determined that the
Mitigated Negative Decla-
ration was an inadequate
environmental clearance
and recommended prepara-
tion of a full Environmen-
tal Impact Report.

The Planning Commis-
sion cited a number of fac-
tors, including the lack of
sufficient land-use and en-
vironmental impact analy-
sis presented in regard to
the consequences the Gen-
eral Plan Amendment/Zone
Change might have on the
property. Those conse-
quences could affect the
Project Density, alteration
of features and characteris-
tics of the Project Site and
also have potential adverse

GPA Amendment Disallowed

for Terra Vista Project
78-Unit Plan Moves to PLUM Committee

effects on the surrounding
area.

The CPC felt that the
Zone Change request was
not consistent with good
zoning practice, since the
scale, density and character
of the proposed 78-unit Proj-
ect would not be compatible
with the surrounding RE-
40, RE-11 and RS-Ineigh-
borhood. While the devel-
oper did present a 49-unit
alternative to the Planning
Department hearing officer,
he never officially filed it
as an alternative plan with
the Planning Department;
therefore the June 22 CPC
hearing could only evaluate
the 78-unit proposal with no
alternative proposal available
for presentation.

The CPC was also no-
tably unhappy with the de-
veloper for being so lax in
terms of the proposed en-
vironmental clearance. In
terms of the proposed en-
vironmental clearance, the
Commission felt that a miti-
gated negative declaration
would be insufficient to pro-
vide adequate analysis and
mitigation of the Project’s
very significant potential
environmental impact. The
environmental effects of the
project have the potential to
have substantial adverse ef-

fects on human beings as
well as the potential to
substantially reduce wildlife
and plant/animal commu-
nities. whether directly or
indirectly, due to the pres-
ence of the fault-line. The
main purpose of the EIR
would be to force a study
of Project Alternatives to
mitigate, lessen or even
avoid project effects on the
environment.

The end of August was
a busy time for the Ter-
ra Vista Project file. Mr.
Mark Handel filed an ap-
peal against the findings of
the CPC. The Planning De-
partment then forwarded a
memorandum to the Mayor
recommending that he con-
cur with the findings of the
City Planning Commission
along with a description of
the reasons behind their de-
cision. Mayor Villaraigosa
forwarded a memorandum
to the City Council stating
that he did indeed concur
with the findings of the
CPC and recommended that
they too concur with those
findings.

The file now sits in the
hands of the City Council’s
Planning Land-Use and
Management Committee,
more commonly known as
the PLUM Committee.

Sylmar

Campaign

Successful
Convicted Sex Offenders Gone

by Nina Royal

The  “Picket Parade” on
Wednesday evening, October
I, organized by  Sylmar

residents and backed by their
Neighborhood Council, was
instrumental in convincing the
owner of the former Super Eight
Motel to terminate the stay of the
unacceptable guests. The
convicted sex offenders stay
caused the former Super 8
Motel, on Rockford and Foothill
Boulevards in Sylmar, to become
disenfranchised by the Super 8
Corp. chain.

Louis Public

Committee Chairman of the

Perry, Service
Sylmar Neighborhood Council,
stated that Mr. Patel, owner of
the motel called him after their
picket on October Ist and said he

Picketers at the Super *
Alex Padillas office.
assured him that the convicted

was willing to do whatever it took
for the group to cease picketing.
The Group made public their
plans to continue nightly until
the offenders were removed.
The peaceful picketers were too
many to count. Men, Women
and Children chanting slogans,
marched in front of the motel
and also all four street corners of
Foothill Blvd., where the motel is
located. There was a large police
presence, however picketers
were respectful and no unlawful
incidents were recorded.

According to Perry, he attended
a meeting with the motel
owner, LAPD, the Director of
Probation and representatives
from AssemblyWomen Cindy

Montanez and Coucilmember

They
sex offends are no longer
motel residents. They gave no
indication as to the motels former
guests whereabouts. Attempts to
contact the owner of the motel
has been unsuccessful, therefore
its’ fate remains unknown.

Perry stated that the Sylmar
Neighborhood Council intends
to continue to monitor the
quantity of sex offenders in their
community. Their community
believes they have more than
their fair share and they intend to

stay on top of it.
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COMMUNITY ¢
Mission Hills

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

by Pamela Goldfinger

If you have not been to
our Council Meeting, please
join us! Our Board of Gov-
ernors/Stakeholders ~ General
Meeting meets monthly, on
the second Tuesday of the
month, at 6:00 pm in the
San Jose Street School Au-
ditorium, 14928 Clymer St.,
Mission Hills. Board Busi-
ness begins at 6:00 pm and
Presentations begin at 7:00
pm. We usually have an
informative Guest Speaker
who addresses concerns of
the community and answers
questions.

The Posting for all Board
and Committee Agendas for
stakeholders are at the follow-
ing locations: Country Club
Auto Body, 11025 Stran-
wood Avenue, Mission Hills
Market, 15340 Chatsworth
Street, Vista Paint, 11034
Sepulveda  Blvd, Ralph’s
Market, 10400 Sepulveda
Blvd., Dunn-Edwards Paint,
15335 Chatsworth  Street,
Valero Gas Station, 15544
San Fernando Mission Blvd.
and MHNC office, 10161
Sepulveda Blvd.

A note from David
Crawford, MHNC Chairman:
Aleta Francis, our MHNC
Vice-Chair has resigned due
to the demands of a very
busy schedule. Joining the
MHNC effort in the summer
of 2004, Aleta assisted in
outreach, served on the Tech
Committee and helped with
facilitating our public meet-
ings. Her Power Point pre-
sentation at our certification
hearing before the Board of
Neighborhood Commission-
ers will not be soon forgot-
ten. Following her election to
the MHNC Board of Gover-
nors in December 2005, she
was chosen by her fellow
Board members to serve as
Vice-Chair. Aleta has been
a tremendous asset to the
MHNC. Her contributions
and service as well as her
vision and leadership will
be greatly missed. On behalf
of our community, we thank
Aleta, with much heartfelt
appreciation and wish her
the best of luck!

A Gold Star goes to
Charlie Conrad, who faith-
fully tends to the entrance
doors at our General Public
Meetings and assists wher-
ever needed. We also thank
him for his continued support
and service. He is a MHNC
‘Gold Star’ volunteer!

The following is the
MHNC Committee Directo-
ry. Hopefully you will find

something interesting and
enjoy participating. NOTE:
Unless stated otherwise, all
committee meetings are held
at the MHNC office located
at 10161 Sepulveda Blvd.,
Mission Hills 91345.

Beautification & Cultural
Affairs Committee - Meet
monthly on the first Thurs-
day of the month at 6:30 pm.
The MHNC Beautification &
Cultural Affairs Committee
is currently looking at op-
tions for returning the ‘Day
of the Dead Festival’ to Mis-
sion Hills. This tradition has
been on hold for two years
due to a lack of funds. The
American culture is made up
of many nationalities who
celebrate different traditions,
foods and beliefs, bought
to this country by their an-
cestors. We are a diverse
country. Let’s be proud of
who we are, where we have
come from and remember to
take pride in where we are
now...The United States of
America. What customs &
traditions do you observe in
your family? We would like
to know. Please call Betty
Ley at 818-837-3664 or E-
mail: mhnc@verizon.net.

The Outreach Commit-
tee - Meets monthly on the
second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 pm.

Teen Youth Outreach
Committee - Meets monthly
on the first Saturday of the
month at 4:00 pm. From
Betty Ley, Youth Outreach
Committee  Chair, Thank
you, Youth Outreach for
their contributions to our
Ist annual “Teen Event”.
The Dept. of Recreation and
Parks, The LAPD Explor-
ers, LAPD Mission Area
Officer, John Gomperz, The
Clean and Green Team, Mis-
sion Area Combined Neigh-
borhood Watch, The Body
Works Studio, Bobby Arias
“Communities in Schools”,
Stefni Valencia ~ Council
District 7 and our wonderful
Community Volunteers all
made contributions. “Thank
you one and all. See you
next year!”

Zoning & Land Use
Committee - Meets month-
ly on the first Monday of
the Month at 6:30 pm. The
MHNC Zoning & Land Use
Committee recently received
notification in regard to a
proposed development on
Indian Hills Road (behind
Holy Cross Hospital). A
meeting has been scheduled
with the developer’s repre-
sentative and our Zoning &

Land Use Chair, Lee Bau-
er, along with the YMCA,
the President of the Mis-
sion Hills Neighborhood
Watch and Council Dis-
trict 7. From Lee Bauer,
MHNC Recording Secre-
tary, “There is plenty of

We are a diverse

country. Let’s be

proud of who we
are, where we

have come from
and remember
to take pride
in where we

are now.

room for improvement of
the appearance of Mission
Hills. Making our commu-
nity beautiful will not only
improve the value of our
homes but will also im-
prove our hearts. There is

nothing more satisfying than
walking out into a commu-
nity that lightens your heart
and brings you joy. Now it
is our opportunity to use our
city funds and develop the
aesthetics of Mission Hills.
Don’t hide out! Come and
join us at our MHNC Gen-
eral Meetings or Community
Barbecues.”

Take a moment to re-
view each committee. Do
you have experience or an
interest in any of these sub-
jects? If you have teenag-
ers at home, perhaps you
might volunteer an hour or
two a month to Youth Out-
reach. Are you interested in
improving the appearance of
Mission Hills? Maybe our
Beautification & Cultural Af-
fairs Committee would be of
interest to you. Do you want
to keep ‘Big Box’ stores out
of Mission Hills? Then sign
up for Zoning & Land Use.

Your Neighborhood
Council and its committees
is overseeing the well being,
and is shaping the future,
of Mission Hills. We know
you have opinions, good
ideas and talent to contrib-
ute. MHNC looks forward to
hearing from you.

Hills

Mission
Neighborhood Council wel-
comes and encourages your

Your

particiption. A MHNC
stakeholder is any individual
who lives, works or owns
property in the MHNC area.
Stakeholders are also indi-
viduals actively involved in
educational organizations,
homeowners associations,
service organizations school/
parent groups and youth
groups in the MHNC area.
However, MHNC stake-
holder status does not in-
clude passerby or patrons of
MHNC businesses

Please join us for our
Community Barbecue. We
offer Free Food, Friends &
Fellowship hosted by our
MHNC Outreach Committee,
held on the 4th Monday of
each month from 6:30 pm
to 8:30 pm at the MHNC
office.

Don’t hide out. Please
join us for this monthly
‘meet & greet’ social. We
provide food but feel free to
bring your favorite dish to
share with your neighbors.
Our next BBQ is October
23. We hope to see you
there!

NORTH VALLEY

epor

is looking for a few
good subscribers.

Delivered to your mail box
the second and forth Wednsday

six months—$25
one year—$48

Just include your name, address
and phone number with your

payment to:

North Valley Reporter
P.O. Box 674
Tujunga, 91042

818-293-0060
www.northvalleyreporter.com

ter
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COMMUNITY i
Sylmar

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

Working For
You!

President: Tammy Flores
Vice-President: Bonnie Bernard
Treasurer: Ellie Brooks

SNC Secretary: Doris Jacobs

Welcome to Sylmar Neigh-
borhood Council. We invite
to you to come, participate,
and let you voice be heard
regarding the issues and
concerns of Sylmar. Our
meetings are on the second
Thursday of each month,
from 6:30 to 8:50 p.m., at
Hubbard Street Elementary
School Auditorium, 13325
Hubbard Street in Sylmar.
Our next meeting is October
12, 2006.

To address the Board
on any item of the agenda
we request that a “Speak-
er Card” is filled out prior
to the Board taking action.
Comments from the public
on Agenda items will be
heard when the respective
item is being considered.
Matters not appearing on
the Agenda that are within
the Council’s jurisdiction
are heard during the “Pub-
lic Comment” period which
is limited to 2 minutes per

speaker.
The Sylmar Neighbor-
hood Council Agenda is

posted for public review at
Sylmar Chamber of Com-
merce, 13867 Foothill Blvd
Sylmar; Sylmar City Library,
14561 Polk Street Sylmar;
Mission College, Office of
the President, 13356 EI-
dridge St; Ross Liquor, Cor-
ner of Polk & San Fernando
Road; Roxford Veterinarian
Clinic, 13571 Glenoaks; and
the Sylmar Neighborhood

Council Office, 13515 2
Hubbard Street.

Some of the items on
the SNC Agenda for Octo-

ber 12 are:

e An explanation of proce-
dure regarding motions
for reconsideration and
SNC grievance process
will be discussed.

e A Discussion and pos-
sible BOD action has
been requested for the
SNC to join and ap-
point a Board member
to the L.A. Neighbor-
hood Council Congress
(LANCC):

e Discussion and possible
Board action regarding
"closing down Sylmar
Juvenile Hall," with and
invitation to Juvenile
Hall officials requesting
them to make a 15 min-
utes presentation regard-
ing the facility.

e The SNC will also be
considering a recommen-
dation to the L.A. City
Council as presented
by Eugene Hernandez:
“Neighborhood Councils
were created by the City
Charter to give a voice
to residents throughout
the City of Los Ange-
les, and Neighborhood
Council Directors, are
elected by the Stake-
holders and represent a
constituency of the vot-
ers in the City of Los
Angeles. Neighborhood
Council Directors should
be allowed the same
rights and privileges ac-
corded to other elected
officials when address-
ing the Los Angeles City
Council during Public

Live Eat Drink
FOOTBALL

at Georgio’s Pizza
and Sports Bar

818.767.6225

8414-16 Sunland Blvd.

Sun Valley

Comment periods and in
Special Hearings, where-
by the Los Angeles City
Council President sus-
pending the one minute
rule for Neighborhood
Council Board Members
during the public com-
ment period.”

e There is always Discus-
sion and possible Board
action regarding Land
Use Committee recom-
mendations. At the Oc-
tober 12 meeting the
board will consider the
recommendation to sup-
port the proposed con-
dominium development
at 13389 Hubbard Street
if there is no density
bonus, giving the devel-
oper a maximum of 27
units.

e The Land Use Commit-
tee also recommends the
support of the proposed
45-foot monopine tele-
communications  tower
at 16045 W. Foothill
Blvd.

e The Land Use Com-
mittee recommends the
adoption and refinement
of a Community Vision

Statement to establish a
list of community desires
regarding various aspects
of Sylmar land use. The
board will also consider
supporting the recom-
mendation with condi-
tions, a reduced project
of 200 town-homes on

Foothill at Harding and

to support an R1 single

family home develop-
ment at 13147 Gladstone

Ave. with the conditions

of removing squatters

and illegal homes on the
property.

e There will be a discus-
sion and possible Board
action to support or op-
pose Proposition R and
inform the L.A. City
Council, other neighbor-
hood councils and asso-
ciations who are compil-
ing lists of support and
opposition of the SNC's
decision.

As a covered entity un-
der Title II of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act,
the City of Los Angeles
does not discriminate on
the basis of disability and
upon request, will provide
reasonable  accommodation
to ensure equal access to
its programs, services, and
activities. Sign language in-
terpreters, assistive listening
devices, or other auxiliary
aids and/or services may be

-

provided upon request. To
ensure the availability of
services, please make your
request at least 3 business
days (72 hours) prior to the
meeting you wish to attend
by contacting the Neighbor-
hood Council Project Co-
ordinator, Leyla Campos at
(818) 374-9894, or e-mail
leyla.campos @lacity.org.

Please note that several
items on the Agenda were
previously tabled because of
the election results which
held up other business. We
will be catching up and ap-
preciate your patience. Come
and join us, bring us your
ideas and concerns so we
can work together to im-
prove the quality of life in
Sylmar.

Our November meet-
ing date is November 9,
2006. Unless noted other-
wise, our General Meet-
ings are always held the
2nd Thursday each month
at Hubbard Street Elemen-
tary School Auditorium,
13325 Hubbard Street in
Sylmar. Our office is lo-
cated at 13515-1/2 Hub-
bard St. We can be
reached at 818-833-8737,
fax: 818-833-8707 or email
SylmarNC@verizon.net
our website is www.syl-
marnc.org

Pacoima

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

About the PNC

by Moe Pichon
Vice President

The Pacoima Neighborhood
Council (PNC) was certi-
fied in March 2002 and
meets the 3 Wednesday of
each Month at the Pacoima
Community Center at 11243
Glenoaks Blvd in Pacoima.
We are in the North Val-
ley Region and are shared
by two City Council Dis-
tricts, Councilmember Tony
Cardenas in District 6 and
Alex Padilla in District 7.

Our boundaries consist
of Northeast: Foothill Blvd
and the perimeter of Han-
sen Dam. Northwest: Los
Angeles City Limit and
the Tacoma Wash. South-
east: Bradford St. and the
perimeter of Hansen Dam.
Southwest: Golden State
(5) Freeway.

The members of our
Board consist of: Edwin
Ramirez, President, Moe Pi-
chon, Vice President, Board
Members, Trudy Aldridge,

Christopher Castro, Reuben
Garcia, Ray Lopez, Isaac
Luna, Mineola Newman, Er-
nesto Ferrer Ocampo, Carlos
Ortega, and Sandra Suarex.
All members can be reached
at pacoimaneighborhoodcoun
cil@yahoo.com They’re also
numerous committees that
are unlisted at this time. In
order to obtain further infor-
mation; please contact Moe
Pichon at 818-590-4792

The Pacoima Neighbor-
hood Council (PNC) is in-
creasing pressure on the Los
Angeles Department of Park-
ing Enforcement to rid the
community of abandoned ve-
hicles. Cars have a tendency
of sitting on the street until
the tires are flat, the wind-
shields are muddy, trash ac-
cumulates under them and
spiders anchor them to the
asphalt.

We are asking the resi-
dents to store their unli-
censed, inoperative vehicles
in their garage or out of
public view. Those who own

these types of vehicles are
being asked to find suitable
storage. Driveways are not
considered suitable for the
storage of unlicensed inop-
erative vehicles.

L.A. City ordinances
prohibit parking cars and
trucks on the street over 72
hours. Violators are subject
to having their vehicles
impounded and eventually
sold. Re-claiming cars and
trucks from the impound
lot can be expensive.

The PNC is encourag-
ing all residents to call to
get vehicles that are parking
violators removed from the
community. Parking spaces
are becoming rare though
out the entire community
of Pacoima.

We are encouraging all
community members to ac-
cept responsibility and do
whatever is necessary to
help improve the quality of
life in Pacoima.
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Huge Success

Pacoima Beautiful couldn’t have picked a more perfect day
to hold their 6" Annual Family Day at the Pacoima Youth
and Family Center in Pacoima.

There was something for everyone, crafts, games and
prizes for children and live music for adults. There was also
an abundance of food available for a small fee. They pro-
vided free health service information regarding asthma, lead
poisoning, and nutrition as well as screening for body fat,
bone density, diabetes and osteoporosis. They also offered
workshops on Emergency Preparedness and Illness Preven-
tion.

Some of the sponsors included State Senator Richard
Alarcon, U.S. Congressman Howard Berman, Assemblywom-
an Cindy Montanez and Councilmember Alex Padilla who
had arrived after his panel participation in the LAPD Mis-
sion Area Station Town Hall Meeting.
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Hey, Anyone Want to Run Through
the Sprinklers!

Saturday, September 25, was a beautiful night for a Bar-B-
Que and Dance at Tierra Del Sol in Shadow Hills. Spon-
sored by the Shadow Hills Property Owners Assoc. Elektra
Kruger said “It was a “no particular reason party.” They
served scrumptious Prime rib, barbecued Chicken and Beans
along with Corn on the Cob and Coleslaw. People were
dancing to live Country Western music when the commo-
tion began. Someone had forgotten to turn off the automatic
sprinkler system.

That got everybody’s attention! Jenny Curry, Director of
Tierra Del Sol, Roberta and Ivan Cole, and others scrambled
to put covers over the sprinkler heads until they could be
turned off. These community members are known throughout
their neighborhood for their resilience and stamina and they
did just as expected. They had a good laugh and went right
back to dancing and having a great time.

- e,
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by Cindy Cleghorn
STNC Chairperson
A big “thank you” to Verdugo Hills High
School Football! T had the honor of ‘“toss-
ing the coin” at the Homecoming game last

Friday. What a thrill to participate in this
exciting “sold out” event in our community
and meet so many great students, parents and
players! And congratulations to the Dons on
winning the game!

The next meeting of the STNC will be
held on Wednesday, October 11th at Mt.
Gleason Middle School with refreshments at
6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. Please
join us for updates on the STNC’s recent ac-
tivities as well as local land use and commu-
nity improvement topics. At all our meetings,
you have the opportunity to speak out. The
Public Comment time is your opportunity to
announce local community events or bring is-
sues (within our jurisdiction) to the attention
of the board, local residents and city depart-
ment reps --- all in one place. If you’d rather
not speak, your comments can be submitted
in writing. Come to hear more about what’s
going on with Public Safety and Land Use
and what’s the latest regarding the proposed
Home Depot? How can you get involved?
Tell your friends and neighbors. Meetings are
for everyone!

Did You Know?

The Foothill Blvd. Corridor Specific Plan
(FBCSP) Ordinance covers Foothill Blvd. from
the 210 Freeway on the West to Lowell Ave.
on the east. The Design Advisory Committee
(DAC) of the STNC is our land use commit-
tee and consists of volunteer neighbors who
give of their time and expertise to the com-
mittee’s work. We often find that owners of
properties in the FBCSP area are not aware
of the ordinance and that it may affect them
should they want to make improvements on
their property including change of use, struc-
tural additions, signage, leasing to a tenant
or ownership change. The STNC helps to
bring more awareness of this important City
ordinance to you. The FBCSP became effec-
tive October 27, 1995 along with the Design
Guidelines and Standards Manual in effect as
of February 22, 2001. If you would like a
“free” copy of the Specific Plan, including
the Design Guidelines, stop by the STNC of-
fice. It is also available on the STNC web
site at_http://www.stnc.org/dac.html

Sunland Cujunga
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL

The DAC reviews most sites within the
FBCSP area that the City submits to us. The
DAC makes recommendations and takes an
advisory vote in favor or opposition to plans
submitted as well as recommending changes
to plans. Your questions and involvement help
in the implementation of the FBCSP. Join us
next Monday, Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. for the next
DAC meeting to learn more.

Volunteers Needed - The STNC is look-
ing for volunteers to join the DAC. If you
have interest, expertise and a willingness to
participate, we need you. Join us next Mon-
day or contact the STNC office for more info.
Community Spotlight - At the Oct. 11 meet-
ing we will acknowledge members of the
community and/or groups who contribute to
improving the quality of life in Sunland-
Tujunga. Pastors Aaron Peterson with The
Hub, a Vineyard Church and Bobbie Re-
finer, Sunland Foursquare Church will attend.
November 7, 2006 General Election - If
you have not registered to vote, you have
until Oct. 23 to do so. Voter registration
forms are available at the STNC office.
STNC Board Elections - It is that time of
year again! The STNC Elections paperwork
has been submitted to the Department of
Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) for re-
view. This begins the 140-day countdown to
STNC election day! Candidate applications
will be ready in a few weeks and I encourage
you to take a look at running for a board
seat. All 21 board seats are up for election
who represent all areas of our community.
More details soon.

How to Contact the STNC - The STNC
meets every second Wednesday of the
month at Mt. Gleason Middle School at
10965 Mt. Gleason Avenue, Sunland at

7 p.m. All stakeholders are welcome and
meetings operate under California’s open
meeting rules (the Brown Act). Agendas are
posted on the STNC web site and also at
the S-T Chamber, 8250 Foothill Blvd., Unit
B; the Sunland Senior Center, 8640 Fen-
wick, Sunland and North Valley City Hall,
7747 Foothill, Tujunga. Agendas are also
posted at local businesses in Sunland-Tujun-
ga. You can also sign up to receive STNC
by e-mail through the STNC web site at_
www.stne.org

Please check the Calendar Section

for meeting schedule

A Gall to ACTION!

Tue Epucarion & OurreacH CoMMITTEE of the
Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council

is holding

A Special Meeting
to MOBILIZE our
Community

HomeDepot:
THe FIGHT Has Just Begun!

Gome learn what Y0OU can do.
Wednesday, October 11, 6-7.p.m.
Mt. Gieason Middle School Auditorium

Free Pizzal

Open Letter to the
Community

Dear Friends,

It is outrageous for the No 2
Home Depot Campaign to be
treated with such disregard.
It is our time to be at the
ready for whatever their action
team needs us for.
Come out and see what we can
do together with the support of
our neghborhood council and
our city councilwoman, Wendy
Gruel.
Tell everyone you know.
The fight’s just begun.

fig / d Deborh Ray

Chairwoman, DAC Education
& Outreach Committe
818-951-7411

WWW.SIng.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Share your events with your neighbors through:
calendar@northvalleyreporter.com FREE!

LVT-Lake View Terrace, LTC-La Tuna Canyon, G.H-Granada Hills, KC-Kagel Canyon
MH-Mission Hills, LA-Los Angeles, NVCH-North Valley City Hall, VN-Van Nuys
PAC-Pacoima, SH-Shadow Hills, S-T-Sunland-Tujunga, SV-Sun Valley, SYL-Sylmar,

Celebrating 37 Years Of Italian Cuisines

1 1
AU e oRiGINAL |
1 ; ~ Ml 1
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Buy One Dinner - ((:_A\_R("]S) L ) J) : Buy One Buffet &
Get 2nd Dinnerof Lin1ONS  Fine Homemade Italian Food i Get2nd Oneat
Equalor Lesser Value at ™"\ wi¥%1 3737 Foothill Blvd., Sylmar 1 50%0ff

50% Off 1 (Across the street from Vons) ALLYOU 1 With the Purchase of 2

B i PN 1 From 210W. Exit on Hubbard and turn Left CAN EAT BUFFET 1 everages
PER CUSTOMER NOT VALID : P Sighizn Bogbdl OVER 40 ITENS T0 CHOOSE FROM : MR o
L mHomeRorERs_ . 818-367-7766 ¢ 818-361-7500 775 PRI

SPCL g, o o

1
1
:I I
Get2nd One at |: Buy One Dinner : : Buy One Buffet & Buy One Dinner : : Buy One Buffet & I| Get 2nd Dinner of

500/ Oﬁ‘ Iy  Get2nd Dinner of Get2nd One at Get 2nd Dinner of Get2nd Oneat o Equa] or Lesser Value at
. e i Equal or Lesser Value at 50% Off Equal or Lesser Value at 50% Off :
With the Purchase of 2 184" % 1 oVn ' s _ov% S 50% Off
everages I 50%0ff Wi rhe‘[;\r];il}use of2 g 90% ofr g With t]lgviirlgel:lse of2 g o
ONE COUPON If ONECOUPON |1 g ONE COUPON 11 5 il
ONE COUPON ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER NOT VALID

WITH OTHER OFFERS VALID WITH OTHER VALID WITH OTHER VALID WITH OTHER

MankaYiour CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 11

Sunland

RECLINER, HOME FURNISHINGS

“Pmality Furniture at Atfordable Prices®

(818) 352-7022

8459 Foothill Blvd. * Sunland
Exit the 210 Freeway at Sunland Blvd. =
and Drive a Few Blocks East ‘.

WATCHES

. JEWELERS g o
i [ v nuanmunr:?“ﬁu
ion of Fine Jewelry & Watches

' We ciistom redesign your old jewelry

' » - ,',meghniiguﬂ inspection

"*‘_,h'f ﬁl:h!leTﬂ_I] repln dion while you wait
in Rolex, Cartier, Paiek Philippe & more|

MEXICAN FOOD

EST. 1977

Dine In - Takeout - Catering - Cocktails

S18=-951-22¢ >

www.Joselitos.com
7308 Foothill Boulvard, Tujunga, CA 91042

STNC GENERAL MEET.
Mt Gleason Middle School
10955 Mount Gleason, S-T
www.stnc.org
7 pm 951-7411

FOOTHILL OPTIMISTS
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

ROTARY CLUB
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

SYLMAR WOMEN’S CLUB
Odyssey Restaurant
15600 Odyssey , G.H.
$20 833-8033

S-T ELKS LODGE
10137 Commerce, S-T
8 pm 352-2098

MHNC OUTREACH
MHNC Office
10161 Sepulveda, M.N.
6:30 pm

THURSDAY, OCT. 12

SYLMAR CHAMBER

MEET PRESIDENT MORENO
Mission College
China Town Buffet
13760 Foothill, Syl
$25 11:30 am RSVP
367-1177

FOOTHILL CPAB
(Comm Police Advisory Bd.)
10631 Vinedale, S.V
6 pm 756-8866

S-T LIONS CLUB
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
6:60 pm 353-5420

S-T COORDINATING
COUNCIL
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
11:30 am 353-7056

OFFICER APPRECIATION DAY
LAPD Mision Area Station
Food donations welcome
11121 No. Sepulveda, M.H.
6:30 am - 9 pm 838-9860

OcCTOBER 11, 2006
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KIWANIS
Denny’s Restaurant
13201 Gladstone, Syl
12 pm 367-9310

FRIDAY, OCT. 13

FREE FOR TEENS
ANIME & MANGA OTAKU
CLUB & GAMES

Sylmar Library

14561 Polk, Syl

3:30 pm

SATURDAY, OCT. 14

POKEMON LEAGUE
S-T Library
7771 Foothill, Tuj
1-4 pm 352-4481

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SCOUT TROOP/PACK 307
Tujunga United
Methodist Church
9901 Tujunga Cyn
$3

FALL FESTIVAL & BBQ
Tierra Del Sol
9919 Sanland, S. H.
11 am -4 pm 352-1419

CASINO NIGHT

SUN VALLEY CHAMBER
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Golf Course
10400 Glenaoks, Pacoima
5:30-10:30 768-2014

STNC-OUTREACH COMM.
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
1 pm 951-7411

SUNDAY, OCT. 15

BOLTON HALL MUSEUM
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

ANDRES PICO ADOBE
10940 Sepulveda, M.H.
Tours 1 pm-4 pm
365-7810

SAN FERNANDO PIONEER
Memorial Cemetery
Foothill & Bledsoe, Syl
Tours 9 am-12 pm
365-5860

Fran’s Cell
818 395-5351

Century 21 Crest

8307 Foothill Blvd.
® Sunland, CA 91040
eSS 818 951-1851 ext 241

Fran and Ray

Realtors/Notaries

Office 818 446-0399
Ray’s Cell
818 395-5363

$AVE MONEY - $AVE TIME
Take advantage of our one stop real estate services. We keep it
simple, honest, and efficient. Call us for free Home Market Analysis.
Notary Public services also available.

4005 Foothill Boulevard
La Crescenta, California 91214

Business (818) 248-9100 Ext. 243

Cellular (818) 371-3231
Office (818) 541-7543
Fax (818) 248-9295

Penny.Blackwell@Century21.com

Penny L. Blackwell, CPM®

REALTOR®

B

[»msitn{sv‘]

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated @




OcTOBER 11, 2006

ELKS OMELET BAR
BREAKFAST
S-T Elks Lodge
10137 Commerce, Tuj
$6 352-2098

MONDAY, OCT 16

4H CLUB MEET.
Shadow Hills Pres. Church
10158 Sunland, S.H.
7 pm 352-0864

ANDRES PICO ADOBE
10940 Sepulveda, M.H.
Tours T pm-4 pm
365-7810

STNC-LAND USE

(DESIGN ADVISORY COMM)
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
7 pm 951-7411

SYLMAR BLOCK CAPTAINS
Sylmar Chamber Office
13867 Foothill, Syl
7:30

TUESDAY, OCT 17

ELKS LODGE #2098
10137 Commerce, Tuj
8 pm 352-2098

MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE
MARY ANN CAPPA

G. H. Library

10640 Pettit, G.H.

4 pm 368-5687

TEEN COUNCIL MEET.
Pacoima Library
13605 Van Nuys, Pac
4:30-5:30 pm 899-5203

SYLMAR N/C LAND USE
SNC Office
13515 % Hubbard, Syl
6:30 833-8737

FRIDAY. OCT. 20

FREE FOR TEENS
ANIME & MANGA OTAKU
Club & Games
Sylmar Library
14561 Polk, Syl
3:30 pm

SATURDAY OCT. 21.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Stonehurst Park
9901 Dronefield, SV
7 pm 768-0988

BOLTON HALL MUSEUM
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

S-T BUSINESS &
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN
7 pm for info 352-4415

JOB FAIR

BEVERLY GARLAND
Holiday Inn
4222 Vineland, No Ho
10 am-2 pm

ADULT COMPUTER CLASS
Pacoima Library
13605 Van Nuys, Pac
12-1 pm 899-5203

WEDNESDAY, OCT 18

PACOIMA N/C
GENERAL MEETING
Youth & Family Comm.
Room
12143 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm 590-4792

FOOTHILL OPTOMIST
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

S-T CHAMBER MIXER
Mission Valley Bank
9116 Sunland, SV
6 pm 352-4433

ROTARY CLUB
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

S-T LIONS CLUB
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
6:60 pm 353-5420

THURSDAY, OCT 19

WORKSHOP,
INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT
500 W. Temple Rm 374, LA
10 am-12 pm
Register on line
www.surveymonkey.com

ST-SERVS/CERT
NV City Hall
7747 Foothill, S-T
7 pm 352-5504

FOOTHILL TRAIL N/C
Lake View Terr Rec.
11075 Foothill, LVT
7 pm

TREE PLANTING WORKSHOP
Sunland-Tujunga Library
7771 Foothill, Tuj
11 am-1 pm 1-800-GreenLA

CALIFORNIA FEDERATION
OF CHAPARRAL POETS
S-T Library
7771 Foothill, S-T
951-4211

LAPD “ABOVE & BEYOND
THE CALL OF DUTY”
AWARDS
& Buffet Dinner
Sunland-Tujunga Elks Lodge
10137 Commerce, Tuj
$15.00 donation
6 pm 352-5504

“GHOSTBUSTERS”

MOVIE UNDER THE STARS
Petit Park
16730 Chatsworth, G.H.
7 pm 756-8501

SUNDAY, OCT. 22

CERT REFRESHER

FOR GRADUATES
Fire Station 88
5101 N. Sepulveda, S.O.
7 am-4 pm

BOLTON HALL MUSEUM
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

CONCERT IN THE PARK

KAEDMON AND

JIMMY “GUITAR” SMITH
Little Landers Park
10110 Commerce, Tuj
4 pm

MONDAY, OCT. 23

ANDRES PICO ADOBE
10940 Sepulveda, MH
Tours 1 pm-4 pm
365-7810

STNC EXECUTIVE COMM.
NVN City Hall
7477 Foothill. Tuj
7 pm 951-7411

GRANADA HILLS NORTH N/C
Van Gogh Elementatry
17160 Van Gogh, G.H
www.ghnnc.org..

7 pm 360-4346

MISSION HILLS N/C
COMMUNITY BAR-B-Q
MHNC Committee
MHNC Office
10161 Sepulveda, M.H.
6:30-8:30 pm

NoORTH VALLEY REPORTER
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S-T KIWANIS
Joselitos Restaurant
7308 Foothill, S-T
6 pm 352-4857

BOLTON HALL MUSEUM
10110 Commerce, S-T
Docent Tours
1-4 pm 352-3420

MH’S NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH & MH’S CHRISTIAN
CHURCH, “SEX OFFERS IN
OUR COMMUNITIES”
Assemblywoman Cindy
Montanez
Sylmar N/C Pres. Tammy
Flores
14941 Devonshire, M.H.
7 pm

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 25

y R

C 2t Sharon Yoho
s '
Crast

Office: (818) 951-1851 |
Pager: (818) 542-7748 7
Cell: (818) 395-0368 ¥
Fax: (818) 951-1859 i& .
and, CA 91040 \

8307 Foothill Blvd Sunl

SUN VALLEY CHAMBER
MEET GAIL GOLDBERG
Indust. Metal Supply
San Fernando Rd. S.V

5-7 pm

ROTARY CLUB
Coco’s Restaurant
10521 Sunland, S-T
7 pm 951-5299

FOOTHILL OPTOMIST
Fairways Restaurant
Hansen Dam Rec Center
10400 Glenoaks, Pac
6:30 pm

THURSDAY, OCT. 26

WORKSHOP, ART GRANT
500 W. Temple Rm 374, LA
10 am -12 pm
Reg. on line
www.surveymonkey.com

COLLEGE & CAREER
CONVENTION
L.A. Convention Center
1201 S. Figueroa L.A.
South Hall
6-9 pm 562-458-9372
scannon@lachamber.org

FRIDAY, OCT. 27

HALLOWEEN MIXER
SYLMAR CHAMBER
Pioneer Mem. Cemetary
Foothill & Bledsoe, Syl
Costumes optional
6-8 pm 367-1177

YOUNG ADULT COUNCIL
Sylmar Library
14561 Polk, Syl
3:30 pm

FREE FOR TEENS
ANIME & MANGA OTAKU
CLUB & GAMES

Sylmar Library

14561 Polk, Syl

3:30 pm

SATURDAY, OCT. 28

HAUNTED HOUSE

LAPD MISSION STATION
11121 Sepulveda, M.H.
5-9 pm

SPAGETTI DINNER

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
7355 Apperson, Tuj
Adults $6, Child $3
4:30-7:30

TREE PLANTING WORKSHOP
SPANISH

13605 Van Nuys, Pac

11T am-1 pm 1-800-GreenLA

SUNDAY, OCT 29

RE-SET ALL CLOCKS
STANDARD TIME BEGINS

Georgio’s Pizza
and Sports Bar
Dine In or Take Out

Best Tasting Pizza .Around!

Hand Grated Cheeses
Home Made Dough
Fresh Ingredients

Darts, Pool, Julebox

BIG SCREENTV
Beer, Woaine, & Cocktails

Georgio’s Pizza
$2.00 Off

Your Next Purchase
with this coupon * expires 10-31-06

Open 7 Days

818./67.6294

S414-16 Sunland Blvd
Sun Valley
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Compose. Click. Sell. Click.

Be Rich and Famous. Click.
Software Helps Kids Develop Their Music

ARA—A software program
invented by Professor Tod
Machover at MIT’s Media
Lab as a way to teach kids
about composing music has
taken on a new life as the
backbone of a popular new
music Web site for young
budding musicians.

The site, www.H-
Lounge.com, is a hybrid
of social networking, music
and commerce. “We pro-
vide an online community
where kids can share their
music, get feedback from
other members and even
make money,” says Rich-
ard Resnick, CEO of H-
Lounge.com.

Kids download Hyper-
score, the music composi-
tion software, for free and
use it to compose songs.
“The software lets users
sketch out a piece of music
visually, so even kids who
can’t read music can com-
pose interesting and complex
songs using the software,”
says Professor Machover.

dnoo sty Sutiq

___________________ua

10041 commerce ave
Tujunga Ca, 91042

Once a member has com-
posed a piece of music, they
can upload it to the Web
site, making it available to
the entire H-Lounge com-
munity. Other members can
then offer opinions, sugges-
tions and constructive criti-
cism.

“The site has become a

The software
lets users sketch
out a piece of
music visually,

so even kids

who can’t

read music
can compose
interesting and
complex songs

sensation among many indie
bands, so our members get
to rub elbows with and get
feedback from serious, pro-

Olde Towne
Optical

$49.00 ;
complete pair of eyeglasses !

includes: frame, s.v lens, scatch coat, u.v
case, and cloth

o -2nd pair only-
$25.00

5
:
why pay more? é
2

1
]
(818) 951-5000 :
Fax(818) 951-5225

NOTICE

The Commerce Avenue Street Fair is
POSTPONED until Spring, but

“Chrigtmas on Commerce”

will SWING!

info: 818-352-2988

fessional musicians as well
as other members who also
have strong opinions,” says
Resnick.

Members are able to
buy and sell these compo-
sitions as cell phone ring
tones on the site. Once a
song is uploaded into the
H-Lounge community,
members can purchase the
song for a ring tone and the
composer receives 30 per-
cent of the $2 cost. “Lots
of kids get checks from us
every month,” says Resnick.
He points out that while 30
percent of $2 may not seem
like a lot of money, per-
centage-wise, it’s more than
most signed artists make
on their ring tone royalties.
Members can buy a monthly
ring tone subscription that
entitles them to five ring
tones a month. Skype ring
tones are also available.

While Hyperscore allows
anyone to compose music,
as H-Lounge has increased
its visibility among musi-

cians, many of them upload

their traditionally-composed
songs on the Web site as
well. “What first drew us to
H-Lounge was that it was a
simple way to create ring-
tones and sell them. But the
icing on the cake is getting
to connect with other musi-
cians and make connections
with fans, which is huge for
underground hiphop being
that it’s such a grassroots,
street-level form of music,”
said DJ Dainja of Psyche
Origami, an Indie
group signed by the At-
lanta-based Indie label ATEF.
In addition to sharing cri-
tiques of songs, H-Lounge
members share everything
from tips on breaking into

the music scene to infor-
mation on hot new bands.
It’s also a place to get and
give ideas, inspiration and
encouragement.

Hyperscore maintains its
core business as a learn-
ing and teaching tool for
schools, cultural institutions,
and museums, but creator
Tod Machover is thrilled
by its new incarnation as
part of H-Lounge, introduc-
ing hundreds of thousands
of young people to the joys
of composing music.

For more information
or to become a member,
visit www.h-lounge.com.

century.

You are invited experience a retrospective of music in the Rancho
Tujunga and nearby areas beginning with the Tongva and Chumash,
and continuing through the Mission and Californio eras. Included

are Sunland-Tuj unga,s unigue contributions up through the mid 20t

The Special Exhibit presented by the Little Landers Historical
Society will be on display at Bolton Hall Museum from September

Ot through the end of February 2007.
The Museum islocated at 10110 Commerce Ave, Tujunga, and

is open Sundays and Tuesdays from 1 pm to 4 pm. For further

information, please Contact Lloyd Hitt at 818-951-1041.

gajw/ww
((Z‘Z . ﬂg )).,

My music is best understood
by children and animals.

Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)
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FYI - Safety Bits - L.A.

By Nina Royal

Please plan to participate
in Officer Appreciation Day
at the LAPD Mission Area
Station, 11121 No. Sepulve-
da Blvd, Mission Hills, on
Thursday, October 12, from 6
am to 9 pm in the Tim Falco
Community Room. You can
bring your favorite dish or
help serve breakfast, lunch or
dinner.  Donations are also
appreciated. For further in-
formation call 818-838-9860.

There is a LAFD CERT
Community Meeting for Bat-
talions 12 and 15 on Friday,
October 13, at the Shepherd
of the Hills, Room 1, 19700
Rinaldi St, Porter Ranch, 7
pm — 830 pm. Come and
share concerns and stay ad-
vised of the latest inforna-
tion,

The California Service
Corp. urgently needs 30 vol-
unteers for Team SAFE-T.
The volunteers must be bi-
lingual, Spanish and English,
and be well-versed and expe-
rienced in Disaster and Emer-
gency Preparedness. The event
is a 5-hour telethon about

emergency preparedness for
the Southern California Span-
ish community. It will be
held Wednesday, October 18,
2006, at Univision, KMEX-
TV, 5999 Center Drive, Los
Angeles, from 6 pm — 11
pm.  Volunteers should ar-
rive at 4 pm at the Western
Los Angeles Studio for ori-
entation. Contact L.A.Sheriff
Deputy Wilson Lee at 323-
526-5363, email wlee@]lasd.
orgor Judith Mori, CSC at
916-445-6687 or email ju-
dith.mori@scs.ca.gov.

You are invited to come
and help honor the Foothill
Area LAPD Station Police
Officers who will be recog-
nized for serving the Sun-
land-Tujunga area “Above &
Beyond the Call of Duty”
at their awards dinner on
Saturday, October 21, at the
Sunland-Tujunga Elks Lodge,
11037 Commerce Ave. in
Tujunga. Donation is $15.
No Host Cocktails 6-7 pm,
Dinner served 7 pm, Awards
presentation is at 8 pm. The
event is co-sponsored by the

S-T Safety & Emergency
Response Volunteer Services
and the S-T Elks Lodge. Call
Nina Royal, 818-352-5504 or
Elks Lodge 818-352-2098 for
further information.

Reminder, the CERT Re-
fresher for graduates is on a
Sunday this year, on October
22nd. It will be held at Fire
Station 88, 5101 No. Sepul-
veda Blvd, Sherman Oaks,
Registration begins at 7 am
and exercises are 8 am — 4
pm.

LAFD, Division 3, which
covers the San Fernando
Valley, is having Quarterly
Division Training on Tues-
day, October 24, 7 pm — 9
pm, at Fire Station 89, 7063
Laurel Canyon Blvd in No.
Hollywood. It’s an opportu-
nity to refresh your skilsl on
Fire Suppression with live
fire extinguisher training es-
pecially if you missed the
semi-annual training the pre-
vious Sunday.

by Sgt. Julie Rodriguez,
LAPD

The crime of Identity Theft
is on the rise and it has be-
come a significant problem
with the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD) and
for the people who reside
in the City of Los Angeles.
The LAPD encourages any-
one victimized by Identity
Theft to contact the LAPD
or their local law enforce-
ment agency to report the
incident. The LAPD inves-
tigates these crimes through
their Financial Crimes Di-
vision.  Below are some
helpful tips to consider so
you don’t become a victim
of Identity Theft.

* Do not sign the back
of your credit cards. In-

stead, put
“PHOTO ID RE-
QUIRED.”
* When writing checks

to pay your credit card
bill, DO NOT put the
complete account num-
ber on the “For” line.
Instead, just put the
last four numbers. The
credit card company
knows the rest of the
number and anyone
who might be handling
your check as

How to Protect Yourself
from L.D. Theft

Real World Tips From Someone Who Knows

it passes through all the
check processing chan-
nels won’t have access
to it.

* Put your work phone
number on your checks
instead of your home
phone number. If you
have a PO Box use that
instead of your home ad-
dress. Never have your
Social Security number
printed on your checks.

* Place the contents of your
wallet on a photocopy
machine. Copy both
sides of each license,
credit card, etc. You
will know what you had
in your wallet and all of
the account numbers and
phone numbers to call
and cancel in case your
wallet is lost or stolen.
Keep the photocopy in a
safe place. Also carry a
photocopy of your pass-
port when you travel ei-
ther here or abroad.

* File a police report
immediately in the ju-
risdiction where your
credit cards where lost
or stolen. This proves
to credit providers you
were diligent and this is

a first step toward an

investigation.

e Call the three na-
tional credit reporting or-
ganizations immediately to
place a fraud alert on your
name and also call the
Social Security fraud line
number:Equifax:  800-525-
6285, Experian (formerly
TRW): 888-397-3742 Trans
Union: 800-680-7289

Also call the Social Se-
curity Administration (fraud
line): 800-269-0271

For additional informa-
tion contact the LAPD by
calling them toll free at
1-877-ASK-LAPD or TTY
1-877-275-5273  for the
hearing impaired. You
may also obtain additional
information on this subject,
along with additional crime
prevention tips, by visit-
ing the LAPD’s web site
at www.lapdonline.org and
clicking on “Crime Preven-
tion Tips” icon.

Sgt. Julie Rodriguez
is stationed at the Mis-
sion Area Station, 11121
N Sepulveda Boulevard in
Mission Hills. She can be
reached at 818-838-9856 or
33508 @lapd.lacity.org

Foothill has New
Neighborhood
Prosecutor

By Anthony-Paul Diaz
Deputy City Attorney

Greetings North Valley
Citizens! My name is An-
thony Paul Diaz (A.P.) and
I am the new Neighbor-
hood Prosecutor assigned to
the Foothill Area Commu-
nity Police Station.

What is a Neighbor-
hood Prosecutor? In 2002,
City Attorney Rocky Del-
gadillo created the Neigh-
borhood Prosecutor Pro-
gram. This innovative and
dynamic  program takes
criminal prosecutors, like
myself, out of the court-
room and puts us directly
in the community to work
with you, the LAPD and
the City to come up with
non-traditional  approaches
to solving crime.

Some of the issues we
work on are illegal dump-
ing, graffiti, narcotic houses,
illegal street racing, group
home issues, blighted prop-
erties and other quality of
life problems.

I work with the Senior
Lead Officers and other
specialized units to iden-
tify, prioritize and solve
problems eroding commu-
nity safety and quality of
life. I also prosecute prob-
lem individuals and entities
that do not abide by local
city and state laws.

Prior to Foothill I
worked at the Devonshire
Division for four years
and transferred to Foothill
at the request of Captain

Joe Curreri. Captain Cur-
reri and I are working to-
gether and looking at ways
to improve and strengthen
community participation in
Foothill. We are continu-
ing to target such crimes
as illegal vending, graffiti
and problematic motels and
properties.

I’'m also working with

such groups as Graffiti
Busters, Neighborhood
Councils, Neighborhood
Watches and Chamber

groups. Some of our goals
are to clean up and im-
prove Hansen Dam, Broad-
us Elementary School and
major thoroughfares such
as Van Nuys, Foothill, Os-
borne and San Fernando
Boulevards.

There is a lot of good
work to be done in Foot-
hill and we need your par-
ticipation to help us pri-
oritize the issues affecting
your neighborhoods.

I am located at the
LAPD Foothill Area Sta-
tion on Osborne Street in
Pacoima. I am looking
forward to working with
you and assisting to help
make the foothill commu-
nities a much safer and
peaceful area to enjoy liv-
ing and raising families.
If you would like to dis-
cuss a problem in your
community, please do not
hesitate to contact me at

Continued page 15

Deja View

3
Digital Prints:
only 19¢

From all media.
no minimum.,
with this coupon
T 13mm
Film Developing

Get 2nd set
of prints
FREE

at time of developing
with this coupon
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7904 Foothill Blvd. -

T Photography

* One-hour photo

2 x50r4x6 1 ¢ Prints from your
digital camera

» Passport photos
only §795

« Economy Picture
Framing only

$3995 up to 24 x 36

818-951-5299

t
Sunland \
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Trash, Trash
Everywhere!

I believe several factors come
into this dilemma.

First, I am happy to say
that CalTrans just completed
last week cleaning up the on-
ramp of the 210 going west.
Hoorah! However, the trash is
already accumulating. Some-
how, some folks never got no
training. Almost every time I
get on that on-ramp someone
throws something out of their
window with no regard at all
for the lousy thing they just
did. What’s even worse is to
watch them throw it in the
riverbed.

Two, the reason Starbucks
is cleaning up their trash, if
they are, is because several of
us have made a point of go-
ing in there and complaining
about all the trash in front
of their place. I personally
have talked to the Manager
twice. That’s the way to con-
front any trashy place - talk
to the management - and give
any suggestions you can that
can help, like adding a cou-
ple more trash containers or
emptying them more often or
having the help, when it is
slow, to police the trash.

Three, one time at the
Sunland 7-11, I was confront-
ed by a belligerent homeless
guy. I went in and com-
plained to the owner/manager,
and he literally went out and
threw the homeless guy off
the property (The manager is
a pretty big and intimidating
guy, by the way.) So, I would
suggest complaining to the
management that the place is
trashed and threaten that you
will stop patronizing them if
they do not start cleaning up
the trash - but first, before

you get militant, suggest that
they supply a trash container
or two (Don’t think they have
any now,) and perhaps add
some signs asking people to
help to keep the town, the
riverbed, and therefore the
ocean clean by putting their
trash in their new containers.

Believe it or not, there
are people in this community
that go out and clean spe-
cific areas. We are planning a
big cleanup soon along Com-
merce, particularly south of

Thankfully, we
still have our
civil rights, so we
can live as we
choose providing
we do not break
the law, but
usually if an area
begins to clean
up where it has
been predominately
trashy, most people
will also make
an effort.

Foothill. Perhaps you could
organize such a cleanup in an
area close to you.

Thankfully, we still have
our civil rights, so we can
live as we choose providing
we do not break the law, but
usually if an area begins to
clean up where it has been
predominately trashy, most
people will also make an ef-
fort.

Perhaps the STNC should
be asked during public forum
to ask the City to post signs.

Reporter

We are looking
for a few good

Scles Reps

Leads provided
No “house” accounts
Flexible work schedule
No experience necessary
Training provided

North Valley Reporter
818-293-0060
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The STNC could have a con-
test to create some catchy
signs that encourage people to
give their town a little TLC
by disposing of their trash
appropriately. It might be a
great project for Mt. Gleason
or Verdugo High.

Why not go to the Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting
and ask them to get involved,
possibly in conjunction with
the STNC or the other local
service groups.

Try calling the Council
office and ask them to ar-
range for more trash cans.
They provide businesses with
both trash containers and
bags, although the bags, in or-
der to function worth a darn,
need tie-downs which are not
provided. The business must
agree to empty the trash and
since the trash is often heavy
and the bags tear, it gener-
ally must be emptied when
half full. To some business
owners, this seems to be too
much to ask. They need moti-
vation: or a town slogan such
as “A clean town is likely to
be a prosperous town.”

Ask the Council to help
organize groups to do clean-
ups - even to have a town
meeting to gather interest and
trade ideas.

Perhaps one of our lo-
cal newspapers could start a
publicity campaign to bring
to people’s attention that we
love our beautiful town - but
we don’t love it trashed.

And if you think this is
bad, start looking around. We
are looking a whole lot bet-
ter than lots of other places.
Go through the valley in just
about any direction. What a
pit! Even La Crescenta is
worse than we are in some
places - well, at least as bad!
Maybe we should have a sign
mounted at each end of town
saying, “Sunland-Tujunga the
cleanest little town in LA!”

Basically what I am say-
ing is think outside the box
so as to get the trash inside
the box.

Elaine Brown
Sunland

Congratulations
on the New
Paper!

In a community where bit-
ter, inaccurate and hysterical
vitriol passes for newspaper
coverage, it’s nice to see a
paper that respects the idea
of objective news.

It can’t be easy putting
out a local community news-
paper, but you definitely have
a fan in me. It’s so nice
now to have an alternative
to the other weekly heating
pad. Welcome to the neigh-
borhood!

Steve Ortega
Sunland

Haines’ Pond:
What’s Really
Going On?

After reading the article in
this paper September 6" from
Tomi Bowling, we felt we had
no choice but to respond.

We are the “poor dis-
traught neighbors” with the
flooding problem. We are
also the neighbors with the
large pools of stagnant water,
which we were told by Vec-
tor Control breeds mosquitoes
and the West Niles Virus. We
have horses, as do many of
our neighbors. The flooding
though our property washed
out the private road to our
neighbors. They had to walk
to and from their homes until
it could be fixed. We all took
care of the flooding, put the
road back and restored our
land without asking for one
dime from the county or city.
We were left with tons of
sediment from the flooding.

We have many pictures
and e-mails about the prob-
lem with this channel and
proof of what needs to be
done. We have had verbal
statements from the agencies,
but found verbal facts not to
be true. We have done all
the research and then pre-
sented the facts. Regarding
West Nile Virus, there have
been no cases of horses, they
have all been vaccinated, but
there have been eight cases
in humans.

We do agree that the
project will not work without
Angeles Golf Club doing their
part. The Golf Club went into
protected area of the endan-
gered Santa Ana Sucker, in
order to fix the three holes
that were washed away from
the flood last year. Howev-
er, when we asked them to
fix this side, we were told
there was no way they could
do any work because of the
Santa Ana Sucker. However,
they used bulldozers, tractors,
trucks and what ever they
wanted to fix their side. We
still do not understand why
they would be able to fix the
side that was in the protected
area, but leave the side which
we were able to prove was
not in the protected area. The
Golf Club has been an on go-
ing problem with not taking
care of the channel. We were
asked to write to our Senators
and all the other politicians
by the Flood Control because
County does not have the
right to make the Golf Club
do its’ job. Only the city can
put pressure on the Golf Club
to do so. We resent the state-
ments Tomi Bowling made
about us putting pressure on
anyone. We only asked for
the agencies to do what they
are paid to do by the taxpay-
ers. We then did what the
agencies suggested we do to
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help ourselves. The Angeles
Golf Club has done nothing
on this side of the channel to
better the community. We are
still waiting for the trails they
promised. Again, we want to
state that the Golf Club has
made this problem for the
taxpayer by not maintaining
this side of the channel. They
are the ones who are hurting
the wildlife and endangered
species.

Finally, we want to make
it clear, we only asked that
Flood Control remedy the
flood water problem and to
keep it away from our prop-
erty. They need to keep water
moving and not leave huge
pools of stagnant water. The
Flood Control Dept. should
clean the sediment when the
level is too high and they
had not done so when we
were flooded. Therefore, the
sediment, trash and the huge
amounts of Arundo (which
is a weed) caused the water
to take a new course right
though our property. The
Flood Control said one large
channel leading away from
the homes in this neighbor-
hood is what is needed. We
also have many facts confirm-
ing this is what is needed to
help the endangered species.
One large channel is better
for them and the public. The
Arroyo Chub is on a list of
Fish of Special Concern, not
on the Endangered List. The
picture Tomi Bowling showed
in the paper of the channel
was taken after several ma-
jor clean-ups by the Flood
Control. It took many men
filling dump trucks full of
trash and debris to get it to
look like that. It was only
after the many clean ups that
the water could flow again.
Nobody, single-handed, could
have made it flow. But we
do thank Barbara T for the
work she does.

Donna Danielson
Sunland

We Need North
Valley Reporter

Congratulations on the launch
of the North Valley Report-
er. I accidentally found my
copy and enjoyed your ‘“‘cur-
rent” articles. We really need
N.V.R. in Sylmar to keep us
up to date.
You do a very profes-
sional job.
Adele Thomas
Sylmar

Congratulations

I thought your last issue’s re-
porting on the convicted sex
offenders was sharp and intu-
itive; in fact, the whole paper
is a refreshing change from
the only other local paper in
town, which lately has sim-
ply become someone’s crying
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towel.

I think you’re on the right
track and you will be suc-
cessful in this neighborhood.
Please send me subscription
information.

David DeMirjian
(by e-mail)
Tujunga

Development
on Terra Vista

Way... Not!

The Terra Vista Project in the
Lake View Terrace communi-
ty sits on approximately 36.6
acres bordering the Angeles
National Forest to the North
with existing RS-1 homes to
the South. Also, approximate-
ly 600 feet to the North lies
the Southern border of the
Lopez Canyon Landfill that
closed in 1997. To the East
is vacant Minimum Density
and Very Low II Density
land. The Bartholomous Can-
yon of the Angeles National
Forest lies beyond that.

One would think that, if
anything, the developer, Mr.
Mark Handel, would design
a low-density development
to serve as a buffer between
the Open Space Wildlands of
the National Forest and the
existing homes rather than a
Project many times higher in
density.

As it turns out, the ini-
tial proposed Project was for
78 two-story detached town-
homes, clustered on the lower
and flatter 8.8 acres adjacent
to Terra Vista Way. It would
be a large Open Space lot
on the steeper, essentially
unbuildable, land adjacent to
the Forest. This would call
for a General Plan Amend-
ment/Zone Change (GPC/ZC)
from Minimum - A2 to Low-
Density Residential - RD6. In
addition, Mr. Handel invoked
the reduced lot-size Ordinance
which would result in 5,000
sq. ft lots. However, once al-
lotting easements for street
width and sidewalks, it would
result in about 3,500 sq. ft of
actual fencible yard. This is
not what we want to see in
our foothills at the base of
the Open Space of the Ange-
les National Forest. Not only
is such housing density out-
of-place at the base of our
foothills, it is totally out-of-
character with the surrunding
neighborhood.

Mark Handel prepared an
environmental clearance Miti-
gated Negative Declaration
(MND). This is not an ade-
quate environmental clearance
by anystretch of the imagi-
nation! The property is tra-
versed by and SITS RIGHT
ON TOP OF a potentially ac-
tive seismic fault, the Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault-line.

No structures may be
built on 2.1 acres of the prop-
erty which are classified as

Restricted Use Zone, which
means NO STRUCTURES
MAY BE BUILT. This is
due to the known presence of
the fault line and its potential
danger and close proximity.
There has already been an ex-
tensive history of landslides/
mudslides, lateral spreading
of soils and flooding in and
off of this property. Evidence
of past landslides are visible
all across the steeper hillsides
to the rear of the property.
Imagine how easily any of
these could be precipitated
by the slightest of ground-
shaking. No geologic/seismic
evaluations were done to
determine potential seismic
hazards eg landslides, lateral
shifts and their consequenc-
es. What greater hazard can
this pose given the proposed
grading plan of the Project?
The Project involves level-
ing of the terraces and re-
contouring of the slopes at
the base of the foothills, with
terrace drains up to 80 feet.
In some in places, retaining
walls are up to 13 feet in
height.

The property lies adjacent
to the now-closed Lopez Can-
yon Landfill. What potential
might there be for marked in-
crease in methane gas seepage
in the event of an earthquake?
There are already methane
gas meters placed throughout
the property. The property
lies in a High Fire Danger
Zone which is aggravated by
being in a High Wind Ve-
locity Zone. It is even more
dangerous as it is at the very
edge of the Open Wildlands
of the National Forest, which
is ever so prone to sudden
and uncontrollable wildfires.
The nearest Fire Station lies
beyond the 2-mile target radi-
us. How, in good conscience,
can such high density hous-
ing even be considered in this
location?

There are no storm-drains
in the proposed Project area.
Water run-off, will be consid-
erable if the proposed Proj-
ect is approved. The run-off
will enter Terra Vista Way,
then drain into Kagel Creek
and enter the Little Tujunga.
It will then run into the
Hansen Dam Flood Control
Basin, now a federally pro-
tected habitat for endangered
species. ANYTHING draining
out of the development will
eventually impact this envi-
ronmentally sensitive wildlife
habitat.

The property lies within
the Rim of the Valley Trail
Corridor and contains a key
trail hub linkage to trails in
Lopez Canyon, Kagel Can-
yon, Little Tujunga Canyon
and the Hansen Dam Flood
plain. The property is located
in an undeveloped portion of
the Upper Los Angeles River
Watershed which is currently
under study and any consid-
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eration of a GPA should re-
quire an evaluation of how
a Project Development can
maximize protection of the
natural setting and features
of this environment. There
are no sewer systems nearby
and, because of their great
distance away from the pro-
posed development site, the
developer may not even be
required to hook up to the
Citywide sewer system.

Additionally, are our al-
ready overcrowded schools
are supposed to absorb the
large number of children that
will come with a development
of such high density? No one
can deny Mr. Handel his by-
right housing density - and
those children must find their
place in our crowded school
system. But to give discre-
tionary approval to a develop-
ment many times greater than
by-right would be unthink-
able. No amount of School
Fee payments will put more
buildings on the Fenton Ave
Elementary School campus,
only more chairs will have
to be squeezed into existing
classrooms.

Following numerous
meetings with the commu-
nity, Mr. Handel did reduced
the number of proposed units
to 49 on June 9, 2006, but,
did not back off on the pro-
posed GPA/ZC to RD6. Per
the Slope Density Ordinance,
the development of the entire
site should actually be limited
to 31 units

Elektra Kruger
Shadow Hills

I Have Seen
Many Come
And Go.

Do you publish letters in your
newspaper? If so, please let
me congratulate you on your
efforts. I have lived in the
Foothills area for about ten
years, and this is definitely
the best local paper yet. I
have seen many come and
go. My son has a business in
the area and I will be ask-
ing him to advertise. What a
pleasure to have a choice in
local papers.
Cynthia Molnar
Lake View Terrace

City Planning
Defies Foothill
Corridor Specific
Plan

In a move which has angered
some members of the Sun-
land-Tujunga community, The
North Valley Planning Com-
mission has approved an ex-
ception to the Foothill Bou-
levard Corridor Specific Plan,
by approving a Verizon Wire-
less telecommunications tower
on a local church property.

Community Christian
Church, at 10189 Tujunga
Canyon Boulevard in Tu-

junga, originally came to the
Design Advisory Committee
(DAC) of the Sunland-Tu-
junga Neighborhood Council
(STNC) in 2004 asking for a
Plan Exception, to put up a
flagpole. They then returned
with the alternate plan to
erect a 51-foot wireless tele-
communication facility along
a section of street which is
designated “Scenic Highway
in Major Activity.” The tower
was approved by the Planning
Commission October 5.

The North Valley
Planning Commis-
sion has approved
an exception to the
Foothill Boulevard
Corridor Specific
Plan, by approving
a Verizon Wireless
telecommunications
tower on a local
church property.

The planned proposal
was for a cell tower higher
than the height allowed in
the plan, which reportedly
did not meet the require-
ment that wireless telecom-
munication facilities are to
be screened from public view
and blend in with the local
environment.

The DAC worked with
the church and suggested sev-
eral alternatives. The church
turned down the suggestions,
and never returned to the
DAC.
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A hearing notice for Au-
gust 11 was then sent to the
surrounding neighbors in July
of this year, to the surprise
of many. The hearing was
attended by residents Elaine
Brown, and Terry Hake
Church—both officers of the
Commerce Owners and Busi-
ness Restoration Association
(COBRA). Cindy Cleghorn,
president of the STNC, also
attended and all three spoke
against allowing an exception
to the Specific Plan. Two
members of the church spoke
on behalf of the proposal.

The recommendation re-
port generated as a result of
that hearing was reportedly
full of errors, with missing
documents and an incomplete
history of the DAC meet-
ings. The report also said that
STNC  President Cleghorn
was in favor of the installa-
tion, not against it. The report
recommended the tower for
approval.

The October 5 hearing
was attended by local activists
Abby Diamond, Elaine Brown
and Charlotte Leu, who were
armed with pictures and letters
from the STNC and COBRA
requesting that the cell tower
be disapproved. The Commis-
sion allowed the tower with
only minor changes, requir-
ing that four instead of two
pine trees be planted next to
the monopine. It has been
pointed out that if those trees
survive, it is estimated it will
take many years before they
will grow tall enough to even
partially screen the tower.

i

Rise-N-Shine Gafe

a

Sharon, Beith
€ Family

818-332-515%

WY YN MY
Home Cooked Food
Made Fresh From Scratch
Breakfast Served All Day

Omelets
Biscuits 'n Gravy
Chicken 'n Walffles
Chicken Fried Steak
Order Everything () It's all Great!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

9885 Sunland Blvd.

N

W

s

Shadow Hills
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Fur/EEATHERS AND FINs,

Bless the Beasts and their Children |Halloween Pet
Animal Event Draws a Loving Crowd of Devoted Owners S afety Tips

by Jeannine Crowley

SHADOW HILLS -
Shadow Hills Presbyte-
rian Church was a flurry
of furry and feathered
critters Saturday as their
owners gathered to cel- =
ebrate the Twenty-First
annual Blessing of the
Animals. Reverend Dr.

scholarships and horse rescue. Thlng S That Go B ump

Denise Fleck, instructor, writer and art- in the nght Shouldn’t
ist, representing Sunny-dog Ink, had first-aid

tips, information about caring for senior pets, I nclude Y our P ets.
and hand-painted pet-themed ceramics at the by Denise Fleck

Sunny-dog stand. ) . . .
West Valley Bird Society was represented Following a few simple suggestions w111. ensure
by several beautiful macaws, including Daisy that Halloween won’t be a dangerous time for

Cockatoo, and Atilla Toucan. WVBS provid- human, canine or feline. Costumes designed to

Janet Winslow said a ed information about alter the appearance of their favorite humans
prayer for each animal bird clubs, rescue or- can be frightenipg to animals as can the eerie
and a group blessing ganizations, and signs sounds and continuous flow of goblins at. your
to include all homeless of a sick bird in “A door. To prevent even the most well adjusted

pet from fleeing and ending up in a shelter or

Bird’s Eye View,” a
worse, walk your pets before dark so that they

newsletter published

animals in shelters and
feral animals roaming

the streets. by West Valley Bird can answer nature’s call prior. to the‘ goblins

The blessings of & Society. Their thirti- coming out. Then keep them in a quite room
the day were not only _‘_. eth Anniversary Bash dl.mng- peak tnc}(—or-treat hours as costumes and
in the prayers. Several ‘Rv_ Dr. Janet Winslow is Friday, October high-pitched VOlCG; .c01l111d make t}ﬁem feelf the
organizations  involved praying for all animals 10, 7:30 p.m., at the need tq protect t eir home and humans from
with animal rescue, care, Agoura Hills/Calaba- these bizarre looking visitors.

When you trick-or-treat with your Kkids,
don’t bring along the family pet. With costumes
on and lots of ghouls on the streets, your dog
could be difficult to hold on to. Make sure your
pets always have clearly marked ID tags and
: - microchips so that they can be quickly identified
o — ' 4 should they become separated from you.

R — : Yo Remind kids not to share their “loot” with
their pets and please store and dispense your
goodies so that they are not pet accessible! Most

and safety were available with information and
samples. The Tujunga Lots of Pets table was a
favorite with the canine crowd as treats were
handed out and second helpings were accepted
gratefully.

Valley View Vaulters, gymnasts on horse-
back from Lake View Terrace, demonstrated their
skills while co-founder Rick Hawthorne explained
the maneuvers. Many special needs students have

succeeded at Valley View and have improved sas Community

their physical and emotional health. Center, 27040 animals consume wrappers along with the candy

Lisa Janes of Life4Paws told happy tales  Malibu Road, and both can cause intestinal upsets. Chocolate
about dogs that have been rescued through the in Calabasas. is toxic to dogs, cats and ferrets, and although a
organization, which partners with West Valley It was a 50 pound dog would have to eat 50 ounces of
Animal Shelter. Life4Paws also helps to provide day to cel- milk Chocqlate (or only 5 ounces of baking choc-
pet owners with microchip tags, a lifetime iden- ebrate animals olate) for it to be fatal, a much smaller. amount
tification tag. The group will also hold a Monte and those who could cause tremors, nervousness, vomiting, di-

arrhea and an
increased heart
rate. Just like
people, some

Carlo Night fundraiser Friday evening October 20 love them.
at 7 p.m. at The Venetian Palace, 6740 Corbin
Avenue, Reseda. All proceeds benefit animal res-

cue.

Equestrian Trails, Inc. was also in attendance, amrpals are al-
demonstrating their dedication to the acquisition ﬁ x lergic or more
and preservation of trails, good horsemanship, and susceptible,  so
equine legislation. The group works to establish restrict your
local and nationwide trail systems, and to create Shadow Hills Presbyterian Church pet’s access
residential horse areas. As a charitable foundation, 10158 Johanna at Sunland Blvd. to candles and
the group also funds worthwhile projects such as 353-2500 Jack-o-Lanterns

which can burn
them and create
a fire hazard
should they get
knocked over.
Use  common
sense and re-
alize that even
though you think your pet looks adorable in a
costume, he may not be as receptive. Never leave
your dog or cat unattended while in costume,
make sure elastic bands don’t pinch and never
paint skin or fur. Do not place a mask over
your dog or cat’s eyes, nose or mouth. Even the
gentlest pooch can become snippy when he can’t
see what’s going on around him.
Finally, people taking advantage of the ano-
nymity of costumes may succumb to malicious
Halloweer Gostumes [ it r
They may tease, injure, steal or torture your pet,
Keep your cats and dogs inside for the night
even if you don’t normally do so, if you see

ppices So low it’s SGaPQ ! anything suspicious regarding the treatment of an

animal, call your local animal control or police

8 I 8-3 5 3 -54 I 6 842' F°°th|" BIVd', sunland depa;En%elglﬁssTpiilD KITS & CLASSES

(818) 951-7962

www. k"'hYS‘OS'umes.com www.sunnydogink.com
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PET GROOMING

BY JACKIE Savace

RBesonaeie Raves
Texper Lovine Care

TT558 Wyngate Street
Tujunga, CA 91042

Call for Appointment
518-352-0536

HERE'S MY CARD

T

Saurer Insurance Agency, THE INSURANCE STORE

Complete Insurance Service Lic. 0585028

Serving Sunland - Tujunga for over 45 Years

HOME LIFE HEALTH COMMERCIAL
8325-A Foothill Blvd. Sunland, CA 91040

(818) 352-6044

The worst thing that could happen is that we SAVE you $$$$$$$$

AUTO

CLEAN PALACE HOUSEKEEPING

$99 To Clean Your Whole House
No Matter How Dirty it is We Clean It
We specialize in house cleaning.

Don’t do the dirty work yourself.

Call us and we’ll do it for you!

818-802-5926 or 818-686-0220

please leave a message
or e-mail us at:
cleanpalacehousekeeping.net

www.thefishlady.com

1.800.4FISHLADY

THE FISH LADY

Fish Pond Maintenance Specialist

Barbara D. Johnson

8101 Orion Ave. « Suite #15
Van Nuys « CA 91406-1438

Office: 818.997.6091
Fax: 818.997.3979 « Cell: 818.968.4486
E-mail: barbara@thefishlady.com

Holiday Window Painting
Make your baginegs come alive

o for the Holidays!
GREAT Raleg!

Cal] 818-675-6077 for YOUR Appointment!

(8 RI6) RE)R16) W6 IE) WG 16 W) 16 R 5

AR R R g 288 3 DO

FLOWERS 4-U

13521 ¥, Hubbard Street
Sylmar, CA 91342

(818) 898-3161

Retirement Planning Associates

Stocks Municipal Bonds
Closed-End Funds Mumal Funds
Retirement and Employer Plans

7145 Woodley Avere
Van Muys, CA 91406-3932
Tel (8181 781-7721 Ext. 25

James A. Ellis Fax (218) 727-2232
Sunicmd-Tujunga Efax (347) 623-0426
FLions Club rpa@retirernent-planning com

Registered Fepresemtative af and sacurities affered through JER & Co Inc
Member WASD SIPC

TUJUNGA AUTO SALES INC.

Buy - Sell - Trade - Finance - Visa - M/C

(818) 951-5111
(800) 905-2277
Fax: (818) 951-5115

7529 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga, CA 91042

New Neighborhood Presecutor

from page 11

(818)374-6837.

Anthony-Paul Diaz

Deputy City Attorney

Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office
Neighborhood Prosecutor Program
9425 Penfield Avenue, Suite 3700
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Office: (818) 374-6837

Fax: (818) 374-6813

Email: ap.diaz@lacity.org

o Sl

~

00pS the gentleman on the left is not
Alehandro Ruiz but Anthony-Paul Diaz,
(A.P.) Diaz. Please pardon us.

NOTICE

The Commerce Avenue Street Fair is
POSTPONED until Spring, but

“Chrigtmas on Commerce”

will SWING!

info: 818-352-2988

£SO

Q
&
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O L F

$15 dollars up to 4 lines name

Fears.Phobias.Anxieties.Stress

EDWARD P. HOWARD
C.H.T,, N.L.P, LIFE GUIDE

P O Box 16642
Encino, CA 91316

818/331-9507

818/990-1962
EPHMINDPOWER@AOL.COM
Affordable & Free Evaluation

$2.00 each additional line.

address

28 character & spaces in a

text line, 25 in bold city, state zip

To place an ad
fill out this form
and mail it to NVR
with a check, cash or
money order

North Valley Reporter, P.O. Box 674, Tujunga, CA 91042 « 818-293-0060

Health Programs and Benefits
Trainer (2) Full-Time
Training and Education Department

MCH Access

Maternal and Child Health Access (MCHA)
has TWO openings for energetic individuals
to train and educate staff of community-based
organizations, schools, health providers and
others about public and private health care
programs and services.

Lupe Hernandez

Environmental Home Educator/Promotora
Pacoima Beautiful

11243 Glenoaks Blvd. Suite 1

Pacoima, CA 91331

Phone: 818-899-2454

Fax: 818-834-5186

Website: www.pacoimabeautiful.org

2 Wagner Power Paint Guns
220 PSI, never used, extra hoses,
spray tips, paint conditioner, etc

$45 all. 818-352-6789

Top of the Line Craftsman
Workbench all steel construction,
5 drawers, locking casters, built in
wood vice, removable metal vice.
paid $250 asking $100.
818-352-6789.

Weight Rack 600 Ibs.
capacity plus bar
$25 818-352-6789.
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Columbus
Remembered

by Linda Desiante

 They say that self praise is

s

no recommendation

The American people have devoted time and |
thought to the people and events of our
Nation’s past so that we might better prepare |
for the challenges of the future. While Chris-
topher Columbus’ epic voyage took place
almost three centuries before the founding g
of our democracy, his journey helped shape [
our national experience and offers important s
lessons as we chart our own course for the
future.

One of the most valuable of those les-
sons is the importance of sustaining our spirit of adventure, our willingness to

explore new concepts and new horizons. Columbus, after careful study and plan- | Tomi has been not only very professional every step of the way but her I
ning, rejected the conventional thinking of his time, sailed for the open seas and meticulous attention to the details we would have never thought of has
succeeded in opening up a New World for the people of Europe. Like Columbus, I

made the entire experience unforgettable. I would highly recommend

our founders rejected familiar paths of the past and ventured boldly to create a )
! P P Y | Tomi Lyn to anyone. - SK |

new form of government that has profoundly shaped world history. Explorers,
pioneers, inventors, artists, entrepreneurs all have found a refuge in America and

a chance to achieve their dreams. Columbus while having little formal education | .
was a visionary who against all odds held fast to his dreams and ventured out | know a ot of real estate peoPIe’ hundreds in fact. | would

in what today could only be called a primitive world. Without radios, satellites, | Only EVER call the DREAM TEAM, Tomi and Tony’ for my I

modem technologies or safe harbor he held fast to his beliefs that a new world real estate services. - NT
was waiting to be discovered. It was his intelligence, determination and bravery
we have all come to admire.
Today we have other worlds to explore from the deepest oceans to the out- I
ermost reaches of space to the genetic code of human life. The same adventurous
spirit that propelled Columbus’ explorations will enable us to challenge old as- I
sumptions, acquire new knowledge, and broaden the horizons of humankind.
Columbus’ story illustrates the importance of diversity. He was born and raised I
in Italy, he learned much of his seafaring knowledge and experience from Portu- I
I
I
I
I

818-353-9143
Tomi@TomiRealty.com

guese sailors and navigators; and he put those skills in service to the King and
Queen of Spain, who funded his explorations. By establishing a safe, reliable, route
between Europe and the New World, Columbus opened the door for subsequent
explorers from Spain, France, and England and for the millions of immigrants who
would be welcomed by America in later centuries. But the encounters between
Columbus and other European Explorers and the native peoples of the Western
Hemisphere also underscore what can happen when cultures clash and when we
are unable to understand and respect people who are different from us. While
more than 500 years have passed since Christopher Columbus first sailed to these
shores, the lessons of his voyage are still with us. e e e e e e e o e e e e e e

Helping sellers and
buyers for 15 years

Village Christian invites you fo...

RAISE You

if you want a school that seeks D
UNCHARTERED adventures on a
MAGNETIC campus with proven,
HAPPY TEACHERS, pius open GATES
for children’s GIFTS, NATIONAL recognition,

and, BEST of al, CARING FAMILIES like yours.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, Nov. 4, 9:30am

San Fernando
Valley

Now enrolling for 2007-08
Elementary School, Middle School, and High School

VILLAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Where kids get ahead, get along, and get ready for life.
Accredited by the Western Association of Schools & Colleges

(818) 767-8382

8930 Village Avenue, Sun Valley
www.villagechristian.org ¢ patricias@villagechristian.org

Village Christian Schools admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.




